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INTRODUCTION 

 

With local civic partners NDI has conducted democracy benchmark surveys in a number 

of Central American countries since 2005.  These surveys provide systematic and reliable data 

about citizens’ orientations to democracy, and about how citizens evaluate different aspects of 

their political environment.  Those data are not only useful diagnostic and policy tools, but they 

also make it possible to identify quite precisely where democratic practices and values are 

strong and where they are weak.  And with systematic cross-time evidence, it becomes possible 

to track what changes have taken place, where progress has been made and where it has not. 

 

 This report presents the findings from the first Honduras benchmark democracy survey.  

The survey was conducted a year after President Porfirio Lobo assumed office and 18 months 

after President Manuel Zelaya was forcibly removed from office. The core questions asked in 

this survey are identical to those asked in other benchmark surveys undertaken in the region.  

And so, it is possible to place the findings from the Honduras survey in their regional context.  

As with the other surveys, the Honduran data come from a stratified random sample of 

Honduran citizens 18 years and older.  The sample was designed to be representative of the 

Honduran population.  The sample frame is summarized in Appendix I, and the data provide 

reliable estimates of the population characteristics to +/- 5%, 95 percent of the time.  The field 

work for the project was undertaken between January 15 and February 8, 2011. 

  

The primary focus of the report concerns how citizens’ democratic values, evaluations and 

outlooks are distributed across different segments of the Honduran public.  The report is 

organized into six parts.  The first is concerned with orientations towards democracy.  

Transitions to democracy, and democratic consolidations, cannot succeed without public 

support for key democratic principles and values.  Two key findings emerge from that analysis.  
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