
 
Re-Setting the Electoral Process   

 
Mozambicans Comment  

on Electoral and Constitutional Reform 



Research Parameters  

Type of Research  
ÈQualitative Not Quantitative  

ÈOrdinary Mozambican Citizens  

ÈPerceptions, Not Reality  

 

Scope of Research  
È42 Group Discussions  

ÈAll Provinces (Rural & Urban) & Maputo City  

ÈOver 410 Participants  

ÈJune 27 -July 23, 2011  



Topics: Feelings About Elections & 2009 Elections  
 

Strong Areas:  

È Elections are Beneficial and Important  

È Generally Well -Organized and Administered  

È 2009 Elections Were Good & Marked improvement from Past  
 

Weak Areas:  

È Some Say Elections Are Free but Not Fair  

Â Opposition Supporters Punished, Coercion of Voters, Results Altered  

È Some 2009 Deficiencies Cited  

Â One Day Election Prevented Some From Voting  

Â Long Lines  

Â Could Not Find Names on Registry  

Â Some Candidates Prevented from Contesting  

Â Some Cases of Vote Count Alteration  

 

 

Elections 



Voting 

Questions: Ease of Registration & Voting  
 
 

Strong Areas:  
È Voter Registration is Simple  

Â Only Two Requirements  
Â High Awareness Among Population About Registration  
Â Longer Timeframe  
Â Firefighter Brigades for Mobile Registration  

 
È Voting is Easy  

Â Good Instruction From Polling Staff  
Â Good Civic Education Efforts  
Â Like Photos on Ballots  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Voting 

Questions: Ease of Registration & Voting  
 

Weak Areas:  
È Registration Problems in Rural Areas  

Â Breakdown of Registration Machines (#1 Complaint in Central/Northern  
Â Staffing Shortages  
Â Material Shortages  
Â Long Distance to Registration Locations  
Â Long Wait Times  
Â Complicated by Lack of IDs Among Rural Population  
Â Required to Bring Small Gifts to Registrars  

 
È Voting Issues  

Â Voting Timeframe Too Short  
Â Long Lines  
Â Long Distances to Vote in Some Areas  
Â Local Leaders and Families Breaking Queues  



Voting 

Topic: Causes of Low Voter Turnout  
 

Morale Issues  

È Tired of Broken Campaign Promises  

ÈDisillusioned with Lack of Countryôs Development & Economic 
Progress  

ÈElections Donôt Reflect Actual Vote or Produce Same Winner 
 

 

Logistical Issues  

È Out of the Country or Province  

È Out -Dated Votersô Roll with Names of the Deceased 

È Elections During Harvest Time  

È Long Lines  

È Few Polling Locations in Rural Areas  

 

 



Voting 

Recommendations to Improve Voting & Increase Turnout  

 
È Increase Voting Days to 2 or 3  
È Increase Number of Polling Locations  

Â Reduce Lines & Lessen Distance Voters Are Required to Travel  

È Stop Providing Preferential Treatment to Local Leaders/Families  
È Undertake Intense Civic Education on Importance of Voting  

È Engage in Serious Efforts to Improve Quality of Life  

È Increase Transparency in Election Process  

Â Increase Confidence that Elections are Free and Fair  

È Encourage Sincere Interactions Between Politicians and Voters  

Â Refrain from Making Promises That Wonôt/Canôt Be Kept 

 

[Politicians need] only to talk about what is possible  

and not lie to the people.  



Election Administration Bodies  

Topics: Opinions of STAE and CNE  
 

Strong Areas:  

È Both Organizations Generally Well -Regarded  

È STAE Applauded for Organizing Skills  

Â Works Hard & According to Rules  

Â Improvement in Each Election  

È Most Say CNE is Good and Unbiased  
 

Weak Areas:  

È STAE Area of Concern: Biased Hiring of Election Workers  

È CNE Area of Concern: Some Say Influenced by Ruling Party  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Election Observers  

Topic: Opinion of Election Observers  
 

Multitude of Benefits to Having Observers  

È Increase Transparency  

È Help Discourage Fraud  

È Document Irregularities  
 

È International Observers  

Â Offer an Opinion on the Credibility of the Results  

Â Legitimize the Election Process Internally and Externally  
 

È Domestic Observers  

Â Monitor a Larger Portion of the Country  

Â Observe the Entire Process  

Â Mozambicans Guaranteeing Transparency in Own Country  

 
We cannot leave all the work to international observers. We have to be here  

in our own house to see what is going to happen. The responsibility is more ours.   
If not, then this house is not our own.  

 
 

 

 
 


