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POST-ELECTION STATEMENT

COUNCIL OF FREELY-ELECTED
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE
FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
ELECTION OBSERVATION MISSION

Port-au-Prince, Haiti
December 17, 1990

This statement reflects the preliminary conclusions of a 33-
member international and bipartisan delegation on the historic
December 16, 1990 Haitian elections. The delegation was sponsored
bv the National Democratic Institute tor International Affairs and the
Council ot Freely-Elected Heuds of Governmen: The sponsornin,
organizations collaborated on a series of pre-clection mussions 10
Haiti, and will publish & comprehensive report on the Haiuan
electoral process in eariv 199

In observing this ciection, the defegation was awar. Uial Ui
election process involves not only what happens on election duv . bur
also the pre-election campaign and the post-election transitior. Wig
respect to the campaign, the candidates indicated that they had ne
serious complaints and that the campaign period afforded them an
opportunity to communicate their respective messages to the public
through rallies, the media, posters and other activities. Most
important, while there was some tension that existed and one.serious
incident of violence, the campaign was conducted in a remiarkably
peaceful manner.

Regarding the balloting process, the delegation  observed
hundreds of polling sites in all nine of Haiti's departments. In most
polling places visited, the process worked impressively well in
providing voters an opportunity to cast théir ballots in a peacetul
environment. There were delays in opening the polls, but most sites
opened by 7 a.m. The pace of processing voters which was slow at
the outset, quickened as polling officials became familiar with the
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that the forces of popular change have a unique opportunity to
improve the lives of all Haitians within a constitutional system, but
these improvements may take some time. What will count is that
within a democratic system, such changes will endure.



