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NDI Handbook on How Domestic Organizations Monitor Elections: An A to Z
Guide (1995). This handbook provides a comprehensive overview of how to organize
a nonpartisan domestic election monitoring effort. It covers: planning and organizational
issues; recruiting, training and logistical issues in building a communications network for
reporting; various subjects to monitor in the pre-election, election day and post-election
periods; and considerations for how the organization and skills developed through mon-
itoring efforts can be applied to non-election activities. The guide is designed for election
monitoring by civic organizations but can be used by political parties in designing their
efforts to ensure electoral integrity and protect their vote.

Promoting Legal Frameworks for Democratic Elections: An NDI Guide for
Developing Election Laws and Law Commentaries, by Patrick Merloe (2002).
This guide addresses the importance of developing legal frameworks that promote
democratic elections; why it is important for political parties, civic organizations and
others to analyze the strengths and weakness of existing and proposed laws affecting
election processes; the importance of developing an open and inclusive political process
to address those laws so that political competitors may agree on the “rules of the game”
and the public can develop confidence in the process. The guide presents the main
issues to examine when evaluating the legal framework and over 300 questions to con-
sider, as well as sources of international law on the subject and samples of NDI election
law commentaries. 

Building Confidence in the Voter Registration Process: An NDI Monitoring
Guide for Political Parties and Civic Organizations, by Richard L. Klein and
Patrick Merloe (2001). This voter registration monitoring guide addresses: the role
of voter registration and the principle types of voter registration systems; why it is
important for political parties and civic organizations to monitor these systems; and
specific techniques for monitoring processes for collecting names, creating a voter reg-
istry and polling station voter lists, correcting errors in the lists and use of the lists on
election day. 

The Quick Count and Election Observation: An NDI Handbook for Civic
Organizations and Political Parties, by Melissa Estok, Neil Nevitte and Glenn
Cowan (2002). This handbook addresses the importance of developing systematic
observation of vital election day processes, including the quality of voting, ballot count-
ing and tabulation of election results, as well as the projection of electoral results with
extremely narrow margins of error and high degrees of statistical confidence. It cov-
ers planning and organizational issues, recruiting and training, communications systems,
developing a random statistical sample of polling stations for rapid and exacting analy-
sis, analytical techniques and the considerations for the release of quick count findings.
The handbook is designed for civic organizations but can easily be used by political
parties. It also is designed for use by civic organizations that decide not to undertake
projection of electoral results. As an organizer’s guide, it reviews many of the issues
covered by NDI’s 1995 “A to Z” handbook. 

In addition to these materials, NDI has produced over 300 reports, papers and statements concern-

ing ways in which to promote democratic elections generally and concerning the election process within

specific countries. See NDI’s website: www.ndi.org “Access Democracy” and “Global Programs/Elections

and Political Processes” for more information about these and other NDI publications

SELECTED NDI PUBLICATIONS
ON ELECTION MONITORING



National Democratic Institute
for International Affairs
2030 M Street, N. W., Fifth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036-3306, USA
Tel +1 202 728 5500
Fax +1 202 728 5520
E-mail demos@ndi.org
Website http://www.ndi.org

WHAT IS THE RELEVANCE OF 

THE MEDIA TO DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTIONS?

WHY IS MEDIA MONITORING 

AN IMPORTANT ACTIVITY?

HOW CAN MEDIA MONITORING 

BE ORGANIZED, AND WHAT 

METHODOLOFIES CAN BE USED?

HOW CAN CIVIC 

ORGANIZATIONS AND 

JOURNALIST ASSOCIATIONS 

ACT TO PROMOTE PROPER 

MEDIA CONDUCT AND A FAIR 

ELECTION ENVIRONMENT?

Democratic elections cannot be achieved unless voters exercise a 
free and informed choice at the ballot box. The mass 
communications media provide information that is essential to the 
choice of most voters.  It is therefore important to assess whether 
the media are meeting their responsibilities to the electoral 
contestants and the public.

Media monitoring can help demonstrate that political competitors 
and the public at large should have confidence in the media, 
electoral authorities and the government that is responsible for 
providing genuine elections.  Shortcomings in media conduct can 
be identified through monitoring in time for corrective action.  
Abuse of the mass media’s power to affect voter choices also can 
be documented, which allows the population and the international 
community to appropriately characterize the true nature of the 
electoral process.

This handbook takes a step-by-step approach to organizing a 
media monitoring project.  It covers considerations in deciding 
whether to initiate a project, the project’s planning and 
organization, as well as monitoring methodologies.  The 
appendices present examples of monitoring forms, 
nonpartisanship pledges and codes of conduct, relevant 
international human rights provisions and sample reports from 
several media monitoring efforts.  

The handbook is intended for those concerned with freedom of 
expression and electoral integrity to help them develop capacities 
to monitor media conduct and factors affecting the media in 
electoral contexts.  Readers interested in additional election 
monitoring issues should also refer to NDI’s Handbook on How 
Domestic Organizations Monitor Elections: An A to Z Guide, and 
other NDI publications.
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