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FINAL STATEMENT
INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION
TO HUNGARY'S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

We are an international ucliegaticn composed of 59
individuals from 15 nations who have assembled in Hungary to
wltness the first free parliamentary elections held here in over
45 years. The delegation is sponsored by the National
Democratic and National Republican Institutes for International
Affairs which have extensive elect:ion monitoring experience.

The Institutes have observed natlional and local elections in the
*hilippines, Haiti, Chile, Panama, Pakistan, Paraguay, Namibia,
Honduras and most recently Hicaragua.

To obtain a natiocnal per:wpective on the electoral grocess
our delegation divided into 17 teams and visited seven cities
and their environs. During election day, members of the
delegation witnessed the voting at more than 300 polling
stations in ten counties, including several locations at
military installations. Without exception, we were welcomed by
~“he election officials, party representatives and voters.

The conclusions expresse.: '.3day Jdre based on the reports of
-~ese teams, and on the <cont:inuing inalysls performed by the
institutes curing the past 51x nonths, heginning kerfore the
lovember referendum.

The cbhjectives O QuUr 1153100 wWere to Jemonstrate
inTernational support for the Hungarian electoral process, 2o
ietermine .f the Hungarian elections could ke characterized as
‘ree and fair, and To provide an cppoertunity for political
_saders ‘rom other central and eastern Eurcbean naticns ©2
zoserve and study the Hungarian democratic transit:ion.

is mcst ¢f vou are aware, yesterday's electlons were the
firgt raund in a process that will _ead next month to the
seatine of a new democratic parliament. Thus, cur ‘udgerments
Tzday TusT in Scme Ways remain liccnplete. The institutes wi1ll
conTinue T2 monitor this preocess until its completicrn at which
-:=e we wi.l issue a final report.
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What we can say now 1is that everything we have seen is
consistent with Hungarian law and recognized international
standards. If the tabulation process and second round of
elections are conducted in a similar manner as we expect, then
Hungary's new government will surely receive the internal and
international legitimacy that derives from a free and fair -
election. In reaching this judgment, we take note of the
following factors:

(1) The campaign period was characterized by an
environment of openness and freedom of expression, and
the voters appeared to be well aware of the variocus
positions and attitudes of the political parties

contesting the election. The political parties -- some
newly-organized and others revived after suffering
years of repression -- campaigned freely throughout the

country. This is no small accomplishment in a country
that has endured 45 years of dictatorship.

We did hear some concerns expressed regarding the
allocation of and access to television time. This
suggests a need to address in greater detail the
establishment of an independent television system which
can fairly represent the diverse views of a democratic
society.

(2) Despite the fact that the electoral law
appeared somewhat complicated, it is our judgement that
the law provided a very effective and workable
framework for the transition to democracy. The
electoral law accommodates a diversity of views and
carticipation, and ensures that the voters themselves
clay the critical role in determining which of the
carties and individuals will ke represented in
Farliament.

(3) The diligence and competence of election
orrficials at all levels was most impressive. We saw no
serious irreqularities, and certainly none which could
nave materially affected the outcome.

(4) Though the allocaticn of seats in parliament
i5s somewhat complicated, it 1s our belief that the
results reported to date are an accurate tally of the
Jotes as they were cast.

In addition, several Lrcader <-zcnclusions come -2
~ind:

First., .t would :e a mistake fcr anycne to assune
“hat Hungary's transition to democracy is complete.
These histcric elections are but a step on the lenger
road to democracy, and the people of Hungary deserve
cur full support as they continue this effort.



Second, the parliament and government which will
result from these elections will face the enormous
tasks of rebuilding a shattered economy, and of
re-establishing the institutions of civil society. In
this effort as well, they deserve the full support of
the international community. The sucess of this
democratic transition is intimately linked to the
success of economic reform and the rejuvenation of the
Hungarian spirit.

Third, we note that several or Hungary's neighbors are
preparing for national elections this Spring. In the case
of Czechoslovakia, the new government is creating favaorable
conditions for free and fair elections. In Romania and
Bulgaria, the direction of change is far less c¢lear, and
serious concerns exist regarding the electoral environment
and the cquality of electoral preparations. We urge the
authorities in these countries to take the necessary steps
to ensure that their elections meet the essential
conditions of freedom and fairness. Only truly free and
fair elections can praduce naticnal reconciliation,
economic prosperity, social well-being.

Qur entire delegation has been impressed and deeply
moved by what we have seen in Hungary. The people voted
freely, with dignity, and they did so in large numbers. We
observed many touching incidents which continually reminded
us both of the historical sufferings of the Hungarian
people, and of their courage in shaping a new democratic
future. In the small town orf Erd one of our teams met a
+all, white-haired veteran of the 1956 revolution. He
spoke eloquently about the ccurage and the sacrifice of the
Hungarian people during the revelution. He also spoke of
his subsequent impriscnment and death sentence and about
the the execution of his brother. With tears in his eyes,
ne said that he never believed he would live to see the day
of a free election in Hungary. We want to congratulate
that veteran and the people of Hungary cn the arrival ol
this great day.



