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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

PROTECTION OF INFORMATION

Chapter 1. General provisions

Article 1. The purpose of this law is to protect the public and private information
rights in of legal and natural persons.

Article 2. Information is categorized into the following groups:
1. General information;

2. Official information:

3. State secrets;

4. Information about natural persons.

Article 3. Legal and natural persons have the right to refuse to release private
information, except as required by law.

Chapter 2. General information

Article 4. General information is any information formed as a result of the
activities of legal and natural persons under private and public law, except official
information, state secrets or information about natural persons.

Article 5. The access to general information in state and municipal institutions
shall not be limited. The institutions have the right to determine rules and
procedures of access and availability of general information. They have the right
to charge fees for the furnishing of general information only when it is not related
to their service or if it incurs additional work and expenses.

Article 6. Statistical information is general information, the furnishing, publishing
and usage of which is determined by the Republic of Latvia's Law "On State
Statistics”.

Chapter 3. Official Information

Article 7. Official information is information in any area not intended for release
to an unlimited number of persons and the release of which causes or may cause
difficuities, damages or harm to legal or natural persons under public and private
law.




Chapter 5. Information ¢bout Natural Persons

Article 19. Information about natural persons is formed by the documents and
other information carriers accumulated as a result of the activity of legal persons
containing various kinds of information concerning a natural person’s private life
and activity.

Article 20. Natural persons shall have the right to request and peruse information
concerning themselves, without infringing on other persons’ rights to the protection
of information from state and municipal institutions, municipalities and business
enterprises. This shall not include the following information:

1) reports and other documents about violations of the law before the legal
documents are presented in due process;

2) information referring to the appointment or promotion of work in the civil
service;

3) if the access to information is specially circumscribed by legisiation.

Article 21. The information stored in arch:ves concerning natural persons shall be
assigned for scientific investigation according to the rules of the archive.

Chapter 6. Concluding Provisions

Article 22. Judges, prosccutors, state auditors and other public authorities are
entitled by the law to acquaint themselves with gencral information, official
information and information about natural persons within the limits of their
authority and direct official duties and in cases determined by the law.

Article 23. Persons found guilty of divulging official information, state secrets and
information about natural persons shall be called to account according to law.

Article 24. Persons, in accordance with tae Civil law, have the right to plead to
the court and claim compensation for moral and material damages as well as for
the contingent damages caused by the divulgement of official information, state
secrets and information about natural persons.




Articlc 8. The Cabinet of Ministers shail issue rules which determine what may

be considered official information as generated by state institutions and which
regulate the order of its storage and usage.

Article 9. Ministers shall issue instructions, which precisely determine what
information shall be considered as official information and which regulate the

order of its storage and usage in the corresponding ministry and institutions
supervised by or subordinated to it.

Article 10. Commercial secrets - information about trade and financial transactions,
manufacturing secrets - information about unique production technologies and
techniques - shall be considered official information.

Chapter 4. State Secrets

Article 11, A state secret is any information which, if publically released, would
endanger national defense, state security, economic or political interests.

Article 12. The Cabinet of Ministers shali decide which information is a state
secret.

Article 13. The Minister shall decide how information containing state secrets is
stored and used in the ministry and institutions supervised or subordinated by it.

Article 14. The leadership of institutions, organizations, enterprises to whom state

secrets are entrusted shall be responsible to the extent of its competence for
observing the order of its storage and usage.

Article 15. Documents or other information carriers containing state secrets shall

not be transported abroad without the permission of the minister or authorisized
person.

Article 16. The leadership of institutions, organizations, and enterprises must issue
written permission, (o the extent of its competence, for work performed with
information carriers containing state secrets in accordance with this law, the rules
of the Cabinet of Ministers and instructions from ministers.

Article 17. Persons permitted to work with information carriers containing state
secrets are obliged to:

1) refrain from disclosing information containing state secrets:

2) observe the limitations on the information and the order of its application as
stated in the permission.

The person signs to personally guarantee the observation of the obligations
mentioned in this article.

Article 18. Documents or other information carriers containing state secrets or
official information shall be prepared, arranged, registered, sent, stored and
destroyed according to rules determined by the Cabinet of Ministers.




TRANSLATION
REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

SUPREME COUNCIL
CONSTITUTIONAL LAWY

The Rights ana Obligations of & Cltizen sna 8 Person

Section |
GENERAL REGULATIONS

Article 1. A person. his/her existence. {reedom. honor and rights are
the highest fundamental values of the State of Latvia.

Article 2. Each person has the right to all actions which are not
prohubited by law.

Article 3. The State's responstbility is to protect each person. his/her
existence. {reedom, sccurity, honor, rights and propesty.

' Section 1
CITIZENSHIP; THE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS QF A CITIZEN

Article 4. Republic of Latvia ciizenship ts a person's stable political and
legal link with the Republic of Latvia.

The content of citizenship s shaped by the totality of the mutually
binding nghts and responsibilities of the citizen and the State.

Article 8. The rights and responsibilities of all citizens are equal,
regardlcss of the manner 1n which ciuzenship 1s obtained.

Repuoiic of Latvia citizenshup may be obtained. maintained and lest only
according o the procedures supulated by law.

Upon becoming a Republic of Latvia citizen. dual citizenship cannot be
created.

Article 6. The Republic of Latvia does not extradite its citizens.

Articie 7. Republie of Latvia ciizens abroad are under the protecuon of
the State of Latvia.

Article 8. Citizens participate In the determinauon of state and social
issucs directly or through the mediation of [reely-elected representatives.

Citizens have equal rights o hold state office.

Cluzens have the right to establish political parues.

Article 9. Land and other natural resources may be transferred into

ownership or sold only to ecitizens. except for those cases for which
:\:cr::um reattes signed by the Repuhlic 3f Laivia determine a different
ure.
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Article 10. A citicen may (reely choose his/her residence in any par of
Lamvia's ternmrory.

Cluzens nhave the nght to freeiy leave Latvia and to (reely return to Latvia.

Article 11. A ciucen must be loyal to the Republic of Latvia and has the
fght and responsibility 10 defend its freecom.

independence and democratic
Parliamentary system.

A ciuzen must fulfill mandato
state as determined bv law.

A citizen has the ngnt 1o possess reglistered weapons.

Sectlon [
RIGHTS AND QOBLIGCATIONS OF A PERSON

Article 12, All persons in Latvia are
face. nauonalty, sex. tanguage, pany
persuasion, social. matertat ang occu

Article 13, The death penalty can be determined by a court only tn
excepuonai cases lor parnticulariy serious ctmes.

£y state service and other obligations to the

equal under the law regardless of

tation. palitteal and religious
pauonil standing and ongin,

Article 14. Each person has the right to resist uniawful violence with all
exisung legal means at his/her disposal.

Article 1S. Detunment, imprisonment searches or other restrictons of
& person's (reedom

are permissible only ‘n accordance with the procedures
stipulated by law.

Fach person s guaranteed the night 1o aa attnrney upon the moment of
his/ber dereausn,

The law determunss the
and pretiminary tnvesugation.

Within seventy-two hours from 3 persun’s detenuon. a judge must issue a
court order to sancuon the person’s arrest and further detention or (o order
the tmmediate release of such person.

Torture or other cruet. inhumane or degrading treatment of a person is
prohibtted.

Unlawful forced meascal Ureaunent, as well as the foreed use of medicine
for the purpose of oblaining from a person his/her testimony. his/her refusai
to lesug' his/her statement of a parteut

ar viewpoint. or for the purpose to
FESUACt the person's Ireedom of expression. is probibited.

maximum terms of detainment, imprisonment

Article 18. A person's residence ts inviolable.

No person has the rght to enter a residence wathout the permission of
s residents or to conduct a search without the order of 2 judge, except for

those instances when a person s being detained at the scene of a crime or
the lives of other persons are endangered.

Article 17, The State guarantees the confidenuality of correspondence.
telephone conversauons, telegraph and other communications.

rights may be restricted by a judge's order for the invesugauon of
sertous crimes.

Article 18. Each person has the iight to defend his/her rights and
interests in court.

person is presumed innocent an long as his/her guilt s not proven
{n court in" acecordance with law.
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Only the court may find a person gutlty of a enme (n accordance with the
laws (n effect 3: the Ume of the offense.

¢h person has the fight to a just, public review of his/her matter by a’
competent. Ingependent and objective court., which 1s formed in accorgance
with law,

Each person has the nght to the assistance of an attorney, as wefl as the
Aght aat 10 lesufy against him/herself and his/her famuy members
Camual fesponsidility may oniy be individual,

Each unlawfully arrested or convicted person has (he right to
¢ompensation for his/her matenal and moral Injures.

Article 19, Cuonvicted persons have all the human rights mentioned i1n
this Law, €Xxcept those whnich are reswrictad by law or by the court's order.

Each conwvicted person must work according to his/her physical and
mental abilites.
Convicteq persons may not be deprived of thetr rights to paud

employment. as well 83 to rest. health care. the exercise of established
cultural values. educauon and personal development.

Article 20. Forced labour 1S prohibited.
Mandatory state service involvement (n the lquidation of disastrous
effects and refo

rmatory labour presenibed in accordance with a court order
are not considered 10 be forced labour,

~ Article 21, The State fecognizes and protects property and its rights of
{nberttance,

A person may own any property, excep: for property referred to tn the
restrictions stated tn Arucle 9.

The forcea éxpropriation of property snail accur solely by a court
deciston in accordance with the procedures prescribed by law. If the
property (s ¢xpropriated for the realization of a public project. then
appropriate compensadon is due to the owner,

Article 22. Each person has the Fight to engage in entreprencunal
dcuvity which is ot contrary to law,

Article 23, Each person has the
profession. Occupauon and emplayer.

Article 24. Each person has the right. in accordance with an
employment coner

act, to such wages which are not less than the state-
determined minimym wage.

rght to freely cheose his/her

lew Article 25, i, maximum lengh of the work week is determined by

. Employees have the nght to weekly days off and to annual paid vacations.

Article 28. Employees have the n
economie or interests,

Mghis are restricted by law in arder t0 guarantee the operauon of
necessary services w the publie. :

Article 27, Fach person has the fgt 10 matenal security tn old age.

during iliness. or in the ever of total or partal disability, as weil as tn the
€ase of the losg of the breaawinner,

ght o sitrike 1n order to protect their




to fuifill
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Each person has the right to unemployment benefits if he/she has no
other means of subsistence and If the un:mpioyment has arisen due to
Circumstances beyond his/her control.

Article 28. Each person has the right to freely depasrt for or emigrate to
foreign countries. :

These rnghts may not be restricted on the basts of politcal or tdeological
motives.

Article 29. Each person has the right to (reely move within the
territory of Latwia. '

Article 30. Each person has the right o freely acquire and disseminate
tnformauon. to express his/her views and lleas (n orai, written or any other
form. The reaitzation of these rights must nct be restricted by censorship.

No one may be forced to express hts/her poiiucal, reiigious. ethtcai or
other views, as weil as nis/her party afMllaton.

Article 31. All peopie have the nght to form public organizations and ts
participate tn thetr activities if the goals and practical actions of such
OTgAnIzations are not contrary to law.

It Is prohibited to form secret organizatons and armed units which are

not subject 10 the jurisdiction of the Republle of Latvia Government and
sdministragve tnsaruuons.

Article 32. The State guarantees freedom of assembly for p:=tousiv-
annouiiced peaceful

gatherings, meetlngs, street processfons 22\
demonstrations.

The local government may change the time or ptace of such events, f
such is required tn the interests of public sifety and order.

Article 33. The State guarantees freedom for creative work and
protects patent rights and copyrights.

Article 34. Each person has the righ' to turn to the institutions of the
State government and administration with individual or collective

submissions or proposais and 1o recetve in answer in accordance with the
procedures prescribed by law.

Article 3S. The State is separate from the church.
The State guarantees the freedom of redigious persuasion.

le or thetr associations have the right to pracuce religious rituals and
ceremontes.

No one may be forced to paructpate in religious rituals and ceremontes.
or to learn religious dactnine.

Reltglous or ideological motives do not free anyone from thelr
responsibilities to the State and the necesuty of observing the law.

Article 36. Family and mantal rights, as weil as the rights of mothers
and children are protected by :he State.

The basis of marriage 13 the voluntary union of 3 woman and a man. &
weil as thetr legal equality.

care and upbringing of children s In the first instance the right and
responsibiity of the parents or the guardiins.

Soctety and the State provide that the parents or the guardians are able
thetr responatbilities to thetr children.

Y N P S r Y SO v e ey

T ae e mageiet




Hgh Chudren borm within wedlock and those born out of wedlock have equal
ts.

The State guarame.es spectal assistance and protection to chtldren whe
are left without the care of their parents.- ‘ C

Articie 37. Everyone has the nght to medical. care.

Everyone has the responsibility o care for their own health and that of
their famtly and soctety. :

The State protects the health of xhebubuc'and»guuamees each person
with the maimum level of medical assistance determined by law.

Article 38. Each person has the ngﬁt to an educauon.‘ .

The State guarantces the opportunity 10 acquire an education free of
charge, as well ag to secure further educauon appropriate to each person's
capabilitses. A A

Arttcle 39. The parents' responatbllity is to secure ‘their: children's

education appropnate to their capabuities and the requirements of mandatory
educauon, : :

Article 40. Fersons and their societies have the right to establish
educatonai Institutions of various levels with any language of instruction. The
acquisition of education tn such schools is under the State’s supervision.

Article 41. Each person has the re:ponslmlity ta observe the laws of the
Republic of Latvia, to respect the customs and traditions of the.Latvian people

. and of the naticnal and ethnic groups living (n Latvia, as well A3 $0 respect the

natonal pride of other persons. °
Articie 42, Everyone parucipates in the discharge of State and local

government expenses. by paying taxes and levies in accordance with the
procedures set by law. : : C :

Article 43, The protecuon:of nature, cultural ‘ce.mers. historical and
architectural monuments and the environment is the responsibility of each
person. the enure society and the State.

Article d4. Necessary restrictions on le's nghts and freedom may
be determined by law (n order to: peop e

1) protect the rights. honer, health and morals of other

people:
2) guarantee State security, public order and peace. .
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