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Gender Responsive Budgeting Worksheet
Section I. Budget Process Questions
1. What are the formal procedures for budget formulation, execution and accounting? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which processes determine the national priorities that influence budget allocations? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What constraints – such as legal requirements to have a balanced budget, donor requirements, expenditure reduction or deficit reduction – does the government consider in formulating the budget? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. In what format is the budget presented? Are allocations made according to programs or according to accounting categories such as salaries, material, travel? Does the budget contain info about objectives, activities, targets and indicators? Does it contain info about the previous year’s budget? Does government produce a framework that shows spending for longer than one year? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is the role of central agencies such as the Ministry of Finance and planning agency in budget preparation and execution?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What are the roles and powers of the legislature in budget formulation and oversight? How effective is the legislature in these roles? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Where there are the sub-national governments, what powers do they possess with regard to raising revenue or allocating expenditures? For what functions/sectors of government are they responsible?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section II. GRB Initiative Planning Questions

1. Who currently participates in the budget process in the country? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who are/could be the key drivers of GRB initiatives? Are they in government, parliament, or civil society? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. If the government is/could be involved, which agencies/ministries (Finance, Planning, Statistics, Gender, Auditor General, etc)? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If civil society groups are/could be involved, what types of organizations (women’s organizations, sectoral organizations, research and policy groups, academics, investigative journalists)?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What roles do the multilateral and bilateral agencies play in determining policies and budgets in the country? What roles will these agencies play in the GRB initiative? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What links do the key drivers have with each other? Have they worked together before? Do they see each other as allies or opponents? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What expertise do the key drivers have in areas such as public administration, budget analysis, sectors (education, health, defense), research, training, and advocacy? Who would you need to involve to fill any gaps?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Which parts of the policy-making process is the initiative targeting (planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What activities are planned/could be included (research, publications, advocacy, consultations, public hearings, training)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Who is the ‘audience’ for the initiative? The government? Citizens?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What is the government stance, policy and record when it comes to gender? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. What is the overall political situation in terms of political stability or change, levels of and processes for political participation, and general orientation of government?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. How transparent is the government? How easy is it to obtain information about budgets and related issues? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What are the key policy and development-related activities in the country and how – if at all – does/would a GRB initiative link up with these? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section III. GRB Guiding Questions

Step One: Analyzing the Situation of Women, Men, Girls and Boys

Conduct an analysis of the situation for women and men and girls and boys (and the different sub-groups) within a given sector.

1. What is the situation of different categories of men and women in terms of their needs and constraints?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step Two: Assessing the Gender Responsiveness of Policies and Programs
Conduct an assessment of the extent to which the sector’s policies address the gender issues and gaps identified in the first step. This should include an assessment of relevant legislation, policies and programs to determine the extent to which they meet the needs and respect the rights of women.
2. Are these needs being addressed by current programs? Who benefits from existing programs and how?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What challenges do different segments of the population face in accessing programs/services? What interventions are required to decrease these challenges?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Have interventions been proposed to respond to the priority issues identified? Do these proposed interventions address any gender gaps? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Have the key gender issues for each of the core program areas been articulated and well defined? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Have gender specific objectives been set, especially where wide gaps have been identified?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step Three: Assessing Budget Allocations
Conduct an assessment of the adequacy of budget allocations to implement the gender sensitive policies and programs identified in step 2. Compare the proposed or current budget allocation for your sector and determine whether it will be sufficient to implement policies and programs that promote gender equality.
7. What is the cost of effectively implementing these interventions/programs? Have adequate resources been allocated?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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