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Gender Responsive Budgeting Role Play
Country Profile: 
Country X spent years implementing structural adjustment programs and poverty reduction strategy plans. It repays its debt consistently and is currently working to promote achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. It has signed the Beijing Platform for Action and ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and incorporated its principles into domestic law and its budget statement. Sector ministries are currently providing feedback to the Ministry of Finance, whose staff will soon draft the national budget for Parliament.  Parliamentarians in the country play an active role in reviewing and amending the budget before its passage.
Budget Overview:
- The overall national budget is 1 billion USD.
- Spending on the gender equality ministry has been increased  by 200% to 25 million USD.
-Spending on education and health has been cut by 20% to 100 million USD.  The most negatively affected sub-sectors are public health, pre-school, and adult basic education.
- The budget pledges to achieve a 30% target of women's participation in the top public service positions. However, public services have been cut by 20% and its staff development program has been suspended due to budgetary constraints.
- Land law has been reviewed recently following an advocacy campaign demanding equal access to and security of land tenure for women. Due to budgetary constraints, however, the land reform program has been reduced.
- Privatization of the public sector and tax holidays for foreign investors have been given prominence as strategies to boost the economy.
Task: To advocate to the Ministry of Finance for an increased and gender responsive budget within your sector Ministry/Commission.
Roles: Ministries of Health and Education, Agriculture and Rural Development, and Commerce and the Civil Service Commission.
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