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Personal Leadership Activity:

Assertiveness Role Plays

1.
You have told your family that you intend to take part in the upcoming local government elections. They believe you will be wasting your time; that politics is a nasty business; that councillors, especially women councillors can’t get anything done, much less change the situation. Respond to the negative arguments.

2.
You win a seat in the local elections. All the men in your family were against you running. Your father, your brothers and your husband are still coming up with one argument after another, trying to put you down – even after you have won the position. Respond to them.

3.
Your brother-in-law is a contractor. He wants you to use your position in local government to help him get the contract to build a new school in the community. You know he is dishonest and corrupt. The matter of the contract comes up at the council meeting. What do you say? What do you do? What do you say to your husband and his family?

4.  A local council member has directed that the street on which he lives be fixed with council money. The street on which you live is in far worse condition. So are many other streets in your community. What do you say? What do you do?

5.
You have been asked to act as secretary at council meetings. You don’t know how to write minutes and you are not sure what else you have to do. What do you say? What do you do?

6.
There are only two women on the council. One is a young woman. The men are always passing remarks about her in her presence and behind her back. You are the older one – both in terms of age and length of service on the council. How will you go about dealing with this matter?
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