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Albania held parliamentary elections on June 23, 2013. The
National Democratic Institute is analyzing the electoral process
through this series of reports, drawing on its 20 years of
democratization work in Albania, and more specifically on its
March 2013 assessment of the pre-election environment, which
offered recommendations to enhance the credibility of the
election process based on international standards.

The information contained in this report, which follows on
NDI’s Election Day statement, is based on direct observation of
electoral activities, including monitoring of Central Election
Commission (CEC) meetings, and interviews conducted with
government and party officials; members of Commissions of
Electoral Administration Zones (CEAZs), polling stations and
counting centers; and representatives of domestic and
international non-governmental organizations throughout
Albania. NDI also deployed election analysts to key districts
throughout Albania during the voting and counting process.

After eight years of a government led by the Democratic Party
(DP), voters soundly rejected giving the DP another four-year
term. With counting completed by the night of June 26, the
leftist coalition Alliance for a European Albania, led by the
Socialist Party (SP), earned a clear victory over the DP-led

Albania’s June 23 Parliamentary
Elections, in Numbers:

Number of Registered Voters:
3,271,885

Number of Voting Centers: 5,508
Number of Voters: 1,740,769
Number of Ballots Cast: 1,739,028
Number of Valid Ballots: 1,716,721

Voter Turnout: 53.51%

coalition Alliance for Employment, Welfare and Integration, winning 84 out of 140 seats. The SP-led
government will now be expected to deliver on its campaign promises in the face of an increased
demand for an accountable and responsive government.

Ballot boxes stacked in a counting center in
Durres.

In his victory speech, SP leader Edi Rama thanked the
voters for having trusted his coalition with the
responsibility to govern the country and pledged to
cooperate with SMI and other smaller parties. On the
evening of June 26, Prime Minister Sali Berisha
conceded defeat and unexpectedly resigned as DP
party leader, stating that “rotation is vital to
democracy.” These statements hopefully presage a
smooth and uncontested political transition.

The left-wing coalition secured a majority of seats in 11
of Albania’s 12 districts, including districts that were
long considered DP strongholds, such as Shkodra. The
election result largely breaks the traditional
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North/South division of Albanian politics, with the North supporting the right and the South supporting
the left. The only district the DP-led coalition won was the small northern district of Kukes. The SP-led
coalition is now poised to enter government, with SP leader Edi Rama heavily favored to be Albania’s
next prime minister. At 53.51 percent, voter turnout was higher than in past Albanian elections.

While the left has swept into government with a clear mandate, the SP only increased its number of
seats from 2009 by one — from 65 to 66 — and its share of the popular vote by 0.7 percent. Voters, rather
than embracing the SP as the alternative force for change, looked to smaller parties — primarily the
Socialist Movement for Integration (SMI). The SMI, which was a junior governing coalition partner until
forming a pre-election coalition with the SP in April, dramatically increased its seats in parliament from
four to 16. With strong branch structures throughout the country and a reputation for aiding its
supporters, the SMI’s gains appear to be attributed to increased support from an electorate primarily
concerned with the state of the economy and employment, in addition to more favorable electoral math
afforded by running in a pre-electoral coalition.

Smaller coalition parties, like the Republican Party (RP) and the Party for Justice, Union and Integration
(PDIU), also made incremental increases, with RP increasing its share of seats from one to three and
PDIU from one to four seats, with both of their leaders also winning separately on the DP ticket. Some
speculate that this increase may be attributed to right-wing supporters switching their support from the
DP. New parties — including former president Bamir Topi’s New Democratic Spirit (NDS) and the
nationalistic Red and Black Alliance (RBA) — failed to secure representation in the parliament.
Independent candidates Arben Malaj, a former SP member of parliament (MP) running in Vlora, and
Dritan Prifti, a former SMI minister running in Durres, also failed to secure seats. The number of women
in parliament increased only marginally from 23 to 25.

2009 Parliamentary Election Results

SP - 65 seats
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PBDNJ - 1 seat SMI - 4 seats

PDIU - 1 seat

2013 Parliamentary Election Results
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SMI - 16 seats

PKDSH - 1 seat



Reflecting NDI’s 2012 focus group findings, economic
issues, primarily related to job creation and tax policy,
were the top priorities of citizens during the campaign.
The electoral result clearly revealed voters’
frustrations with Albania’s high unemployment rate
and poor social services.

Interlocutors with whom NDI spoke described these
elections as a triumph of the Albanian public and a
distinct sign that voters finally recognize the power of
their vote to affect change. In a telling moment, one
police officer and self-described DP-supporter
informed NDI he was happy with the elections, calling
them “a true reflection of the people’s will,”
encapsulating the frustration felt by many Albanians
with the numerous controversial and disputed
elections of the last 20 years.

Counting teams, this one working in the
historical museum in Lushnje, a city in the
district of Fier, scan each ballot so that
observers may see how they are marked.

The CEC continued to operate with only four members, as detailed in previous NDI reports. Despite
concerns about the body’s ability to operate impartially on the voting and counting days, the CEC mainly
took decisions to address non-controversial administrative issues, such as the substitution of CEAZ
members and replacing missing electoral materials. With the SP stating that its nominated CEC members
would not return to the body, uncertainty remains over the certification of the election results, which
the CEC cannot do with only four votes. The certification process, which is expected to be carried out by
the Electoral College, should be completed in a timely and judicious manner.

A ballot box sits in front of a
voting station in a polling
station in Fier.

Even with politics permeating all levels of the election administration —
from major political upheavals in the CEC to parties’ replacements of
lower-level election administrators and ballot counters -
commissioners at voting and ballot counting centers demonstrated an
overall commitment to follow the electoral code’s rules of procedures.
Due to their dedication to the process, Election Day proceeded with
relative order, and the counting process, though suffering from delays
primarily to allow election administration officials to rest, appeared to
be executed in a diligent and methodical manner at most centers
visited by NDI analysts. Though NDI analysts directly observed a few
chaotic voting and counting centers, these problems were episodic and
did not reflect the overall peaceful comportment of the elections.
Numerous interlocutors with whom NDI analysts spoke during Election
Day and the days following — including commissioners, ballot counters,
party observers, police officers, and the general public — were keen to
gauge the international community’s assessment of the elections in
hopes that the visible pride they felt in the smooth and peaceful
process was reflected in the eyes of the international community.
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The National Democratic Institute (NDI) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, nongovernmental organization (NGO) that
responds to the aspirations of people around the world to live in democratic societies that recognize and promote
basic human rights. With funding provided by the United States Agency for International Development and the
National Endowment for Democracy, NDI has supported Albania’s transition to democracy since 1991, helping to
increase the public’s participation in decision-making at the local and national levels, organizing and supporting
election monitoring and voter education, and fostering the development of political parties and emerging political
leaders. NDI works with Albania’s major political parties, as well as with domestic nongovernmental organizations
and citizens groups, government institutions, and international organizations.

For more information, please contact: Ana Kadovic, NDI/Albania Resident Director
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