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b|i6Jo

g]zgn 8]df]qm]l6s OlG:6Ro"6 -Pgl8cfO{_ Pp6f d'gfkmf/lxt / lgikIf u}/;/sf/L ;+:yf 
xf] . of] ;+:yfn] laut b'O{ bzseGbf nfdf] ;dob]lv ljZje/sf nf]stflGqs ;+:yf / 
cEof;nfO{ ;xof]u ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . ;g\ !((# df :yfkgf ePb]lv g} Pgl8cfO{ / 
o;sf :yfgLo ;fem]bf/x¿n] /fhgLlts / gful/s ;+:yfsf] :yfkgf / ;anLs/0f, r'gfjL 
k|lqmofsf] ;+/If0f / ;/sf/df gful/s ;xeflutfsf ;fy} v'nfkg / hjfkmb]xLtf a[l4sf 
nflu sfd ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . 

© k|ltlnlk clwsf/ – ;a} clwsf/x? g]zgn 8]df]qm]l6s OlG:6Ro"6 km/ O{G6/g]zgn  
ckm]o;{ @)@@ df ;'/lIft /x]sf 5g\ . 

o; k|sfzgsf s]xL c+zx? k'gM pTkfbg ug{ jf u}/—gfkmfd'ns p2]Zosf nflu cg'jfb 
ug{ ;lsg]5 . t/ o;sf nflu Pgl8cfO{nfO{ o;sf] ;|f]tsf ?kdf pNn]v u/L cg'jfbsf] 
k|ltlnlk pknAw u/fpg' kg]{5 . 

cd]/LsL hgtfsf] pbf/ ;xfotfaf6 cGt/f{li6«o ljsf; lgof]u -o'P;PcfO8L_ dfkm{t 
cjf8{ gDa/ PcfO8L—#^&—LA—!&—))))!  cGtu{t o; k|sfzg ;Dej ePsf] xf] . oxfF 
JoQm ul/Psf ljrf/x? n]vssf lghL x'g\ / ltgn]] o'P;PcfO8L / cd]l/sL  
;/sf/sf] ljrf/ k|ltljlDat u5{g\ eGg] h?/L 5}g .
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Foreword

Namaste. 

Following the recent publication of the sixth edition, I am delighted to share 

with you the seventh and final edition of the Policy Review – the latest 

publication from the National Democratic Institute (NDI) Nepal. The Policy 

Review series is an initiative of the five-year USAID funded Niti Sambad 

(‘Policy Dialogue’) project. Niti Sambad contributes to USAID/Nepal’s goal 

of helping to advance a more democratic and resilient Nepal by helping to 

support democratic institutions and by strengthening political inclusion. 

Through this Policy Review series, NDI Nepal has aimed to make policy 

analysis more publicly accessible, thereby strengthening even further 

the democratic linkages between citizens and elected political party 

representatives. The overall aim is to examine how policies relating to key 

issues affecting citizens are being, and need to be addressed, by policy 

makers at all levels of government. This final edition covers the key topic of 

Dalit political representation. 

Certainly, the Dalit community has long suffered from caste-based 

discrimination and untouchability, which has largely been entrenched by a 

hierarchal caste-based system. While the move to democracy has taken hold 

over the last 75 years, important issues related to the challenges faced by 

this community still remain. 

However, in establishing and consolidating Nepal as a fully-fledged 

democracy, the safeguards and rights of all its citizens need to be fully 

protected, both in law and in terms of implementation. When political parties 

are unable to effectively engage with different marginalized groups, such 

as Dalits, disregarding their contributions to political reform only serves 

to further undermine the key tenets of accountability, equality and justice 

within a democratic system. By bringing Dalits more fully into the political 

process, Dalit representatives will be able to speak and act on behalf of their 

community, thereby creating a cycle of trust, involvement and policies most 

need by this community. 

k|:tfjgf

gd:t] . 

g]zgn 8]df]qm]l6s OlG:6Ro'6 -Pg8LcfO{_sf] 5}7f}+ gLlt ;dLIffsf] k|sfzgkl5 ;ftf}+ 
tyf clGtd ;+:s/0fsf] ?kdf ?kdf of] gLlt ;dLIff k|sfzgdf Nofpg kfpFbf dnfO{ 
cToGt} v'zL nfu]sf] 5 . of] gLlt ;dLIff o'P;P8sf] cfly{s ;xof]udf ;~rflnt kFrjif]{ 
gLlt ;Djfb kl/of]hgfsf] k|oTgdf k|sfzg ePsf] xf] . of] gLlt–;dLIff o'P;PcfO{8Lsf] 
cfly{s ;xof]udf ;~rflnt kfFrjif]{ gLlt–;+jfb kl/ofhgfsf] Pp6f k|sfzg xf] . 
gLlt–;+jfb kl/of]hgfn] nf]stflGts ;+:yfx?nfO{ ;xof]u pknAw u/fpg] / /fhgLlts 
;dfj]zLs/0fnfO{ yk ;'b[9 agfpFb} alnof] nf]stflGqs g]kfn lgdf{0fdf ;xof]u k'¥ofpg] 
o'P;PcfO{8L g]kfnsf] p2]Zo k|flKtsf nflu of]ubfg k'¥ofpF5 . 

Pg8LcfO g]kfnn] of] gLlt ;dLIffsf] >[ª\vnfdfkm{t gLlt;DaGwL ljZn]if0fnfO{ 
;fj{hlgs?kdf ;a}sf] kx'Frdf k'¥ofpg] / gful/s / lgjf{lrt /fhgLlts bnsf 
k|ltlglwaLrsf] nf]stflGqs ;DaGwnfO{ yk alnof] agfpg] nIo lnPsf] 5 . of] 
;dLIffsf] ;du| p2]Zo gful/snfO{ k|efj kfg]{ d'ne"t ljifo;Fu ;DalGwt gLltx? s;/L 
agfOG5g\ / tL ;jfnnfO{ ;/sf/sf ;a} txsf gLlt lgdf{tfn] s;/L ;Daf]wg ul//x]sf 
5g\ eg]/ s]nfpg' klg xf] . gLlt–;dLIffsf] of] clGtd ;+:s/0fdf blnt /fhgLlts 
k|ltlglwTjh:tf] dxTk"0f{ ;jfn ;d]6]sf] 5 . 

lglZrt?kdf blnt ;d'bfo nfdf] ;dob]lv hftsf cfwf/df x'g] lje]b / 5'jf5"taf6 
k|tfl8t 5g\, h'g d"ntM txut ;+/rgfdf cfwfl/t hftJoj:yf;Fu ;DalGwt ;d:of xf] . 
g]kfnn] nf]stGq k|flKt ofqf ;'¿ u/]sf] sl/a &% jif{ eO;Sof] t/, of] ;d'bfon] ;fdgf 
ul//xg' k/]sf r'gf}tLsf] cem}+ cGTo x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . 

g]kfndf k"0f{?ksf] nf]stflGqs Joj:yfsf] :yflkt ug{ / nf]stGqnfO{ yk ;'b[9Ls/0f 
ug{sf nflu gful/ssf] ;'/Iff / clwsf/ sfg'gL?kd} ;'lgZrt ul/g'k5{ . o;sf ;fy} 
tL sfg'g Joj:yfsf] k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjog klg x'g'k5{ . /fhgLlts bnx? ha;Dd 
blntnufot l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf ;jfndf k|efjsf/L ?kdf hf]l8Fb}gg\ jf /fhgLlts 
?kfGt/0fsf nflu of] ;d'bfon] k'¥ofPsf] of]ubfgsf] cjd"Nog x'G5, ta;Dd nf]stflGqs 
k|0ffnLleqsf] hjfkmb]xLtf, ;dfgtf / Gofoh:tf ;}4flGts dfGotf sdhf]/ x'g k'U5g\ . 
blntnfO{ k"0f{?kdf /fhgLlts k|lqmofdf ;dfj]z u/fPsf] v08df dfq} blnt 
;d'bfosf k|ltlglwn] cfgf] ;d'bfosf] cfjfh a'nGb kfg]{ / sfd ug]{ jftfj/0f 
aGg ;S5 . To;}n] o:tf] jftfj/0f lgdf{0fsf nflu blntsf] ljZjf; lhTg] / 
/fhgLlts ;+nUgtf a[l4 ug]{ lsl;dsf gLlt lgdf{0f ug{ h¿/L 5 . 
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Finally, in hoping that you will enjoy reading this publication, can I take this 

opportunity to thank you for your feedback, which has always been greatly 

appreciated. 

With kind regards, 

Deborah Healy 
Senior Country Director 
NDI Nepal

cGTodf, tkfO{+n] of] k|sfzg cWoog u/]/ cfgGb lng' x'g]5 eGg] dnfO{ ljZjf; nfu]sf] 
5 . oL k|sfzg >[ª\vnfk|lt tkfO{+sf] ¿rL / k|ltlqmof cToGt} k|z+;gLo /x]sf 5g\, of] 
cj;/df d tkfO{+x?nfO{ ;a}nfO{ xflb{s wGojfb lbg rfxG5' . 

wGojfb Û

8]a|fx xLln 
jl/i7 cfjfzLo lgb]{zs 
Pg8LcfO{ g]kfn
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Introduction

For over 3,500 years, Dalit community in the region has faced widespread 

caste-based discrimination and untouchability, which has forced them to live 

below the poverty line. In particular, such discriminatory practices has led to 

their exclusion from the spheres of the state and political parties. Yet despite 

this, over the past 75 years, Dalit groups have come together to organize 

movements to campaign for their rights. Through their respective political 

parties also, Dalit community has contributed to the transformation of Nepali 

democracy. However, this community is rarely ever politically represented and 

has scant influence either in political parties or the structures of the state. So, 

while their right to proportional representation was theoretically ensured in 

the Constitution, the main parties still appear unwilling to include them in their 

decision-making structures at a senior level. Therefore, it is important to assess 

the progress made by parties in ensuring Dalit rights.

The political exclusion of Dalits

The Varna system provided both the Brahmin and Chhetri communities with 

the right to effectively run the state, formulate policies and oversee the state 

administration with different marginalized groups effectively excluded from 

political positions and tasked only with often menial labor roles. This division 

of power relations was and still remains discriminatory with the consequence 

that Dalits are largely politically excluded from all political and administrative 

positions. Such a situation has ensured that the state has not formulated 

the relevant legislation, policies, regulations and programs to address the 

fundamental needs of the Dalit community. Although political parties have 

accepted the principle of there being an inclusive democracy, they have not 

been able to implement this principle in practice.

Dalit Leadership 
in Political Parties: 
Contradiction between 
Principle and Practice
n Parshuram Ramtel n k/z'/fd /Dt]n 

/fhgLlts bndf 
blnt g]t[Tj M l;4fGt 
/ Jojxf/aLrsf] 
cGtåGå

k[i7e"ld 

ljz]ifu/L blIf0f PlzofnL ;dfhdf blnt ;d'bfodfly laut #% ;o jif{b]lv /fhgLlts 
alx:s/0f x'Fb} cfPsf] 5 . /fHon] lgof]lht?kdf pTkfbgsf ;|f]taf6 al~rtLs/0f 
/ zf]if0fd'ns >d–;DaGwsf sf/0f blnt ;d'bfo cfly{s?kdf lgs} sdhf]/ 5g\ 
cyf{t ul/aLsf] /]vfd'gL afFRg ljjz 5g\ . csf]{lt/ blntdfly ;fdflhs–;f+:s[lts / 
wfld{s?kdf 5'jf5"t–e]befj ;d]t x'Fb} cfO/x]sf] 5 . o:tf] lje]bsf/L Joj:yfs} sf/0f 
blnt ;d'bfo /fHo / /fhgLlts bnaf6 klg lg/Gt/ alx:s/0fdf kfl/Fb} cfPsf 5g\ . 
g]kfndf laut &% jif{b]lv blntn] ;+ul7g?kdf clwsf/sf nflu cfGbf]ng ul//x]sf 
5g\ . pgLx?n] ljleGg /fhgLlts bndf cfa4 eP/ /fhgLlts Joj:yf kl/jt{gsf] 
cfGbf]ngdf of]ubfg / alnbfgL u/]sf 5g\ . t/, /fhgLlts Joj:yf kl/jt{g eP klg 
blnt ;d'bfo /fhgLlts bn jf /fHo ;+oGqsf] lg0ff{os :yfgdf k'Ug ;s]sf 5}gg\ . 
pgLx?sf] /fhgLltdf cy{k"0f{ / k|efjsf/L k|ltlglwTj x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . x'g t gofF 
;+ljwfgn] ;}4flGts?kdf blntsf] ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjnfO{ :jLsf/ u/]sf] 5 . oBlk, 
g]kfnsf k|d'v /fhgLlts kf6L{x? kf6L{sf] lg0ff{os txdf blntsf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTj 
u/fpg tof/ b]lvFb}gg\ . o;}u/L /fHosf gLlt–lgdf{0f ug]{ ynf]df klg blntsf] k|efjsf/L 
k|ltlglwTj u/fpg] tkm{ /fhgLlts kf6L{n] vf;} e"ldsf v]Ng ;s]sf 5}gg\ . To;}n] blnt 
clwsf/ ;'lglZrttfsf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{n] v]n]sf] e"ldsfsf] ;dLIff ug{ cfjZos 
5 . of] n]vdf ;+lIfKtdf rrf{ ul/Psf] 5 M

blntdfly /fhgLlts alx:s/0f 

j0f{Joj:yfn] ;dfhsf lglZrt hftn] dfq} /fHo ;~rfng ug{ kfpg] lgod agfPsf] 
lyof] . ljz]ifu/L j0f{Joj:yfsf cfwf/df /fHosf] gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ / k|zf;g rnfpg] 
sfd a|fDx0f / If]qLnfO{ dfq} lbPsf] lyof] . ;]jfd"ns sfd / >d ug'{ kg]{ lhDdf eg] 
l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfonfO{ 5'6\ofOPsf] lyof] . j0ff{>d Joj:yfn] h;/L zlQmsf] ljt/0f 
lje]bsf/L 9ª\uaf6 u/]sf] lyof], cfw'lgs /fhgLlts Joj:yfn] klg To;}nfO{ lg/Gt/tf 
lbO/x]sf] 5 . o;}sf] kl/0ffd:j?k cfw'lgs nf]stlGqs Joj:yfdf klg blnt ;d'bfo 
/fhgLlts?kdf alx:s/0fdf kfl/Fb} cfPsf] 5 . blntdfly P]ltxfl;s?kdf ePsf] o:tf] 
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Therefore, the Dalit community remains excluded from the democratic 

system while the historical feudal relationship to production has forced them 

to continue living below the poverty line. They have also been forcefully 

subjected to be treated as ‘untouchables’, which has been established as a 

societal norm. That is why it is important to develop and implement policies 

to end all forms of discrimination against this community by introducing the 

principle of proportional representation in the formulation and delivery of 

policy and election of leaders within political parties and the state. Without 

such interventions, caste-based discrimination will remain with the goal of an 

egalitarian society still remaining a far distant dream. 

The role of Dalit political movements 

In 1998, the National Dalit Peoples Development Council of Nepal (Nepal 

Rastriya Dalit Janabikas Parisad) demanded reservations in all of the political 

and administrative sectors of the state - the first time that such a demand 

had collectively been made. Following the first People’s Movement in 1990, 

Dalits began to raise further demands to end discriminatory practices as 

well as look to increase their level of political representation. As a result, 

along with the freedom to establish new political parties, the formation of 

Dalit political wings also increased, which continued to raise the issue of 

Dalit political inclusion. Similarly, this community participated in the People’s 

Revolution, raising their voices strongly within their respective parties. 

Similarly, the Joint Political Dalit Struggle Committee in 1990 demanded 

the meaningful participation of the community in all aspects of public life. In 

regard to one of their key demands, namely proportional representation, the 

CA promulgated the new Constitution in 2015, which ensured this principle 

and hence, the inclusion of Dalits in the structures of political parties and the 

state. However, in reality, proportional representation in all levels of political 

parties remain low with parties unable to formulate policies and action 

plans to effectively develop the leadership capacities of persons from this 

community. There are many reasons behind why political parties still have not 

been able to develop substantive responses to support these communities. 

1. 	A discriminatory mindset 

The mainstream political parties continue to largely have a superficial 

understanding of the Dalit community and this is heavily reflected in 

their responses, party strategies and programs. For example, their party 

statutes and other key documents lack any credible analysis on the level of 

discrimination faced by Dalits. If there have been a few progressive changes 

lje]bsf sf/0f pgLx?nfO{ b]zsf] /fhgLlts zf;g–k|zf;g ;~rfng ug]{ jf /fhgLlts 
zlQm–cEof; ug{af6 lgof]lht?kdf al~rt ul/of] . o:tf] kl/l:yltdf /fHon] klg blnt 
;d'bfosf] cfwf/e"t clwsf/ ;'lglZrt ug{ cfjZos sfg'g, gLlt, lgod / sfo{qmd 
to ug{ ;s]g . ljleGg cfGbf]ngsf sf/0f g]kfnsf /fhgLlts bnn] ;}4flGts?kdf 
;dfj]zL nf]stGqnfO{ :jLsf/ u/]sf 5g\ . oBlk, pgLx?n] ;}4flGts?kdf :jLsf/ 
u/]sf] ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] k|efjsf/L cEof; kf6L{ / /fHo ul//x]sf 5}gg\ . 

blnt ;d'bfo nf]stflGqs /fhgLlts Joj:yf :yflkt x'Fbf klg alx:s/0fd} 5g\ 
eg] csf]{lt/ nfdf] ;do;Ddsf] ;fdGtL pTkfbg–;DaGwsf sf/0f ul/aLsf] /]vfd'gL 
afFRg ljjz 5g\ . o;sf ;fy} ;f+:s[lts dfGotfs} ?kdf ljsf; ul/Psf] lje]bsf/L 
5'jf5"t–e]befjsf] cEof; clxn] klg sfod} 5, h;n] blntdflysf] ha/h:t c5"tsf] 
Jojxf/nfO{ lg/Gt/tf lbO/x]sf] 5 . To;}n] blntlj¿4 x'g] ;a} lsl;dsf] e]befjsf] 
cGTosf nflu /fhgLlts?kd} x:tIf]k ug{ /fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHo;Qfdf ;dfg'kflts 
;dfj]zL l;4fGtsf] cEof; clgjfo{?kdf ul/g'k5{ . ljz]ifu/L /fHo / /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] 
gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ :yfg / sfof{Gjog ug]{ ;a} txdf of] l;4fGtsf] Jojxfl/s?kdf 
sfof{Gjog ul/g'k5{ . o;/L agfOPsf gLlt / lgodsf] b[9tfk"j{s sfof{Gjog ul/Psf] 
v08df dfq} blntsf] /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj k|efjsf/L x'G5 . /fhgLlts kf6L{n] 
blntdfly x'g] lje]blj¿4 ;zQm x:tIf]k gug]{ xf] eg] hftsf cfwf/df x'g] lje]bn] 
lg/Gt/tf kfpg] 5 / ;dtfd'ns ;dfh lgdf{0fsf] nIo cw'/} /xg] ;Defjgf /xG5 . 

/fhgLltdf blnt k|ltlglwTjsf] cfGbf]ng 

@)@( ;fnd} blnt ;d'bfon] klxnf] k6s ;+ul7t?kd} /fhgLlts / k|zf;lgs If]qs 
/ /fHosf ;a} cª\udf cf/If0f lbOg' kg]{ dfu u/]sf lyP . tTsfnLg g]kfn /fli6«o 
blnt hgljsf; kl/ifb\n] ;+:yfut?kdf of] dfu p7fPsf] lyof] . o;}u/L @)$^ sf] 
hgcfGbf]ngkl5 k|fKt s]xL v'nf /fhgLlts jftfj/0fdf blntn] 5'jf5"t–e]befjsf] 
cGTo / /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTjsf] dfunfO{ ;zQm?kdf p7fP . k|hftGqsf] k'g:yfkgf;Fu} 
g]kfndf ljleGg /fhgLlts kf6L{ v'Ng] qmdn] klg tLa|tf kfof] . k|hftGqsf nflu ;+3if{ 
ug{ :yflkt / k|hftGq k'g:yfkgfkl5 u7g ePsf /fhgLlts bnn] blnt d'2fdf s]lGb|t 
blnt eft[;+u7g :yfkgf ug{ ;'¿ u/] . o;/L v'n]sf eft[ ;+u7gn] d"ntM blntsf] 
/fHo / /fhgLlts kf6L{df /fhgLlts ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] d'2f p7fpFb} cfO/x]sf] 5 . o;}u/L 
blnt ;d'bfo tTsfnLg g]skf -dfcf]jfbL_n] ;'¿ u/]sf] hgo'4df blnt ;d'bfosf] ;zQm 
;xefuLtf /Xof] . pgLx?n] kf6L{leq blnt d'lQm / k|ltlglwTjsf] k|ZgnfO{ k]lrnf] 9ª\un] 
p7fP . ;f]xL qmd;Fu} cGo /fhgLlts kf6L{df klg blnt k|ltlglwTjsf] lg/Gt/?kdf 
p7\b} cfPsf] 5 . 

@)$^ kl5 ljleGg blnt ;+3;+u7gn] /fHo;Qfdf blnt ;d'bfosf] lx:;]bf/L sfod 
x'g'kg]{ dfu;lxt cfGbf]ng u/] . To;kl5 blnt /fhgLlts blnt ;+u7gn] u7g u/]sf] 
;+o'Qm /fhgLlts blnt ;+3if{ ;ldltn] klg /fHosf ;a} txdf blntsf] ;dfg'kflts 
k|ltlglwTjsf] d'2fnfO{ hf]8bf/?kdf p7fpFb} cfPsf] 5 . o;}aLr ;+ljwf;efaf6 
hf/L ePsf] g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg, @)&@ n] blntsf] ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] dfunfO{ 
;+j}wflgs?kdf :jLsf/ u/]sf] 5 . ;+j}wflgs Joj:yf g} ePsf sf/0f klg /fhgLlts 
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in the traditional discriminatory mindsets of political parties, it has certainly yet 

to be translated into practice. At present, instead of prioritizing the issue of 

Dalit discrimination, parties seem to harbor a negative bias against them. 

Therefore, all political parties need to urgently take the necessary initiatives 

to end discrimination against Dalit community, in particular, in relation to 

ending their economic inequality and discrimination and strengthening their 

leadership capacities. 

2. 	No acceptance of leadership 

The leadership of Dalit community continues to be poorly accepted inside 

political parties, while the practice of accepting leaders from only a specific 

ethnicity or gender continues seemingly unabated. Disregarding their past and 

the significant contribution to their parties, Dalit leaders continue to be heavily 

looked down upon in all areas of political life with political parties demonstrably 

failing to act against all discriminatory practices. The trend of party cadres 

themselves discriminating against Dalit leadership have also served to damage 

the overall dignity of the community. This treatment against persons who 

join politics with a commitment for reform runs against the aims of any 

political party. Therefore, to end the trend of refusing political leadership 

opportunity to Dalits, political parties must, as a matter of priority, introduce 

programs and policies to end all levels of discrimination within party structures 

against this community.

3. 	The contradiction between policy and leadership 

The main aim of a political party is to achieve power and work for the national 

advancement of the country. As such, policies play a key role in any party, 

formed with specific perspectives and purposes. It is only natural, therefore, 

for different political parties to have different policies, which seems to be the 

case in the context of Dalit representation where the NC, Communist Party of 

Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML) and CPN-MC all have special policies 

covering the area of Dalit representation. However, such initiatives have been 

unable to ensure the proportional representation of Dalits. Instead, political parties 

display wide differences between their policies and practices. In its statute, the 

NC made a provision to provide reservations to a Dalit in the party’s working 

committee. Yet, while implementing the provision, only one Dalit member 

was elected as Deputy General Secretary in the recent general convention 

held in December. Though seemingly the most progressive in terms of Dalit 

representation, allocating 15 percent of seats for this community and proposing 

a special rights policy, the rate of change within the CPN-MC seems to be a 

great deal slower. 

kf6L{n] ;+u7gfTds ;+/rgfdf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj u/fPsf 5g\ eg] /fHosf ljleGg 
;+/rgfdf klg pgLx?sf] k|ltlglwTj x'g yfn]sf] 5 . oBlk, jf:tjdf /fhgLlts 
kf6L{x?n] ce}m+ klg kf6L{sf] ;du| ;+/rgfdf blntsf] ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTj u/fpg 
;s]sf 5}gg\ . To;sf/0f ;a}h;f] kf6L{df blntsf] k|ltlglwTj clxn] klg lgs} 
sdhf]/ 5 . csf]{lt/, /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt ;d'bfosf] g]t[Tj ljsf; ug{, lje]b / 
alx:s/0faf6 d'lQmsf nflu ljz]if gLlt lgdf{0f u/]sf] kfO{b}g . o;}u/L s'g} sfo{of]hgf 
lgdf{0f u/L sfof{Gjog ug{ klg ;s]sf 5}gg\ . /fhgLlts bnn] blntdflysf] alx:s/0f 
/ lje]b cGTo k|efjsf/L gLltut Joj:yf ug{ ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ eg] blntsf] /fhgLlts 
g]t[Tj ljsf;sf ;jfndf klg 7f]; sfd x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . o;sf k5fl8 w]/} sf/0f 
5g\ . tLdWo] s]xL sf/0faf/] oxfF rrf{ ul/Psf] 5 M 

!= 	blntdflysf] lje]bsf/L ;f]+r 

g]kfndf blnt ;d'bfon] ax'cfolds ;d:of ef]lu/x]sf 5g\ t/ /fhgLlts kf6L{x?sf] 
blnt ;jfnaf/] a'‰fO{sf] :t/ cToGt} sdhf]/ jf ;txL lsl;dsf] 5 . To;sf] k|efj 
/fhgLlts kf6L{sf] ljrf/, b[li6sf]0f, /0fgLlt / sfo{qmddf klg k|ltlalDat x'g] u5{ . 
pbfx/0fsf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{sf ljwfg / b:tfj]hdf blntdflysf] pTkL8gnfO{ 
j:t'jfbL 9ª\uaf6 ljZn]if0f ul/Psf] kfO{+b}g . blntnfO{ x]g]{ k/Dk/fut lje]bsf/L 
b[li6sf]0fdf s]xL dfqfdf kl/jt{g ePsf] 5 jf yf]/} eP klg k|ultzLn ?kfGt/0f 
/fhgLlts kf6L{sf] b:tfj]hdf b]Vg ;lsG5 . oBlk, Jojxfl/s b[li6sf]0faf6 ce}+m 
w]/} ?kfGt/0f x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . clxn] klg /fhgLlts kf6L{x? blntdflysf] lje]b / 
alx:s/0fsf ;jfnk|lt vf;} uDeL/ b]lvFb}gg\ . a¿ sltko cj:yfdf blnt ;d'bfodfly 
k"jf{u|xL x'g] u/]sf] 5g\ . To;}n] blntn] ef]lu/x]sf ;d:of ;dfwfg ug]{ xf] eg] ;a} 
/fhgLlts kf6L{n] blntdfly eO/x]sf ;a} lsl;dsf lje]bsf] cGTo ug]{ k|oTg t'¿Gt} ;'¿ 
ul/xfNg' k5{ . d"ntM blntdflysf] cfly{s c;dfgtf / lje]bsf] cGTo ug]{ / /fhgLlts 
g]t[Tj Ifdtf ljsf; ug]{ ;jfndf /fhgLlts bnx?n] sfd ug}{ k5{ . 

@= 	g]t[Tj :jLsf/ gug]{ k|j[lQ

blnt ;d'bfoaf6 ljsl;t ePsf g]tfnfO{ kf6L{s} u}/blnt ;d'bfosf g]tf÷sfo{stf{n] 
;xh} g]t[Tjsf] ?kdf :jLsf/ gug]{ cj:yf clxn] klg hLljt} 5 . g]kfnsf s'g} lglZrt 
hflt jf lnª\usf g]tfnfO{ dfq} g]t[Tjsf] ?kdf :jLsf/ ug]{ lje]bsf/L k|j[lQsf] ce}+m 
cGTo x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . hLjge/ kf6L{sf nflu of]ubfg k'¥ofP klg blnt ;d'bfoaf6 
ljsl;t g]tfnfO{ hfts} sf/0f kf6L{leq k|ToIf jf ck|ToIf?kdf ckx]ngf ul/G5 . o:tf] 
cj:yfdf lje]b ug]{ JolQm jf ;b:onfO{ kf6L{n] sf/afxL ug]{ kl/kf6Lsf] ljsf; u/]sf] 
b]lvFb}g . o;/L kf6L{s} sfo{stf{n] blnt g]t[Tjdfly lje]b ug]{ k|j[lQn] ;d'bfodflysf] 
:jfledfgdf ;d]t cfFr k'¥ofO/x]sf] 5 . ;fdflhs–/fhgLlts ?kfGt/0f ug]{ b[9tf;lxt 
/fhgLltdf xf]ldPsf JolQmdfly ul/g] o:tf] b'Jo{jxf/ /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] b[li6sf]0f / 
nIos} lj¿4df x'G5 . 

t/, To:tf] lje]bsf/L Jojxf/ cGTo ug{sf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] 7f]; sfo{qmd 
agfPsf] b]lvFb}gg\ . g]kfnL ;dfhdf ;a} lsl;dsf] lje]b ef]Ug' blntsf] lgolt h:t} 
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4. 	Need to develop Dalit political leaders

The leadership development of the historically oppressed Dalit community is 

not similar to the leadership of non-Dalits, as the ruling elites have constantly 

led the party and excluded Dalits. Hence, political parties need to adopt and 

implement special policies, provisions, and programs to develop the leadership 

capacities of this community. After all, political competition cannot be deemed 

as fair between an individual who holds access to the party, society, and state, 

and an individual from the Dalit community, who are ruled over and excluded 

from economic and political power. The leadership evaluation criteria within 

political parties also needs to be reformed, reflecting the different economic 

and social standings of the individual. Parties need to reflect inward and 

assess their policies and programs, to correct their past mistakes. 

Conclusion 

Discrimination against the Dalit community is mainly a class-based political 

issue and came into practice as a process to strengthen the feudal state. It is 

clear that the powerholders intentionally pushed this community backwards 

politically, economically, culturally and socially. In this context, political parties 

need to identify and analyze these issues, including how it could be resolved 

politically, while creating a dialogue to form special policies, approaches 

and processes to increase the leadership capacities and opportunities for 

persons from this community. It is only after this, that the issues affecting 

the Dalit community will be effectively resolved, paving way to develop new 

opportunities for Dalits and the democratic system. 

For a decade now, political parties have included a few persons from the Dalit 

community in leadership positions arguably more as ‘show pieces’ to garner 

votes. Instead, political parties need to develop a deeper understanding of 

Dalits and create a ‘masterplan’ to develop their political leadership, which 

will enable the Dalit community to combat the rife discrimination. However, 

one issues is crystal clear – the Dalit community will not accept policies from 

any political party where the effect is that they continue to be counted only 

as ‘vote banks’ during election periods. Given their democratic rights and 

their contribution to the development of democracy in this country, the Dalit 

community demand and deserve a life with dignity. 

aGg k'u]sf] 5 . ;dfhdf JofKt o:tf] unt k|j[lQnfO{ /fhgLlts?kd} xn ug'{k5{ . 
To;}n] blnt g]t[TjnfO{ g} c:jLsf/ ug]{ k|j[lQsf] cGTosf nflu kf6L{x?n] gLlt, 7f]; 
of]hgf / sfo{qmd agfpg} k5{ . To;n] blntnfO{ /fhgLlts g]t[Tjaf6 al~rt ug]{ 
k|j[lQsf] cGTo ug{ ;3fpF5 . o;}u/L /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] ;+/rgf / cGo If]qdf blnt 
g]t[Tjdfly x'g] ;a} lsl;dsf] e]befjsf] cGTo ug]{ Ph]08fnfO{ kf6L{x?n] k|fyldstfdf 
/fVg'k5{ / 7f]; gLlt tyf sfo{qmd lgdf{0f u/L sfof{Gjog ug}{k5{ .

#= 	gLlt / g]t[TjaLrsf] cGt/lj/f]w 

nf]stflGqs Joj:yfdf /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] d'Vo p2]Zo eg]sf] zlQm cfh{g ug'{ / 
b]z / hgtfsf] xslxtsf nflu sfd ug'{ xf] . lglZrt ljrf/, b[li6sf]0f / p2]Zodf 
cfwfl/t /x]/ /fhgLlts kf6L{ u7g x'G5g\ . o;/L u7g ePsf kf6L{ ;~rfngsf nflu 
s:tf] gLlt cjnDag ul/G5 eGg] s'/fn] kf6L{sf sfd sf/afxLdf dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf 
v]N5 . km/s–km/s /fhgLlts kf6L{sf km/s gLlt x'g] s'/f :jefljs g} xf] . blntsf] 
k|ltlglwTjsf ;Gbe{df klg of] ;jfn nfu" ePsf] b]lvG5 . blnt k|ltlglwTjsf ;jfndf 
g]kfnL sf+u|];, g]skf -Pdfn]_, g]skf -dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_n] km/s–km/s gLlt lnPsf 5g\ . 
o:tf gLltut Joj:yfsf afah'b ;a} kf6L{sf ;+/rgfdf blntsf] ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTj 
u/fpg eg] ;s]sf 5}gg\ . jf:tjdf blnt k|ltlglwTjsf] ;jfndf /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] 
gLlt / Jojxf/df lgs} 7"nf] vf8n b]lvG5 . g]kfnL sf+u|];n] cfgf] kf6L{ ljwfgdf 
blntnfO{ cf/If0f lbg] gLlt lnPsf] 5 . t/, sf+u|];sf] !$ cf}+ dxflwj]zdf kf6L{sf] 
d'Vo kbflwsf/LdWo] blnt ;d'bfosf Pshgf ;x–dxfdGqL lgjf{lrt u¥of] eg] cf/lIft 
afx]ssf d'Vo kbdf blnt k'Ug ;s]gg\ . tyflk, Pdfn] / dfcf]jfbLh:tf kf6L{n] ljwfgdf 
sDtLdf sf+u|];sf] h:t} kbflwsf/Ldf blnt clgjfo{ x'g] Joj:yf ug{ ;s] kf6L{sf] 
zLif{:y g]t[Tjdf blnt k'Ug ;Sg] lyP . t/, tL kf6L{sf] ljwfgdf To; lsl;dsf] Joj:yf 
5}g . g]skf -dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_n] kf6L{df blnt hg;+Vofsf] cg'kftdf b'O{ k|ltzt yk]/ 
k|ltlglwTj u/fpg] ljz]ifflwsf/sf] gLlt lnPsf] 5 . of] t'ngfTds ?kdf k|ultzLn 5 . 
oBlk, s]lGb|o g]t[Tjdf blnt k'¥ofpg] ;jfndf eg] kf6L{n] 5'6\6} gLlt lnPsf] 5}g . oxL 
k|lqmofaf6 hfFb blnt kf6L{sf] lg0ff{os kbdf k'Ug] s'/f lgs} ;':t ultdf x'g] b]lvG5 . 
csf]{lt/ blntnfO{ kf6L{df s]an b]vfpgsf dfq} n}hfg] k|j[lQ klg 5 . kf6L{df blntsf] 
cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTj h¿/L 5, of] g} ;a}eGbf dxTjk"0f{ kIf xf] . 

$= 	blnt /fhgLlts g]t[Tjsf] lgdf{0f 

g]kfnsf w]/}h;f] /fhgLlts bnsf] d'Vo afu8f]/ lglZrt ju{ / ;d'bfon] ;DxfNb} cfPsf 
5g\ eg] blnt lg/Gt/ alx:s/0fdf kfl/Psf 5g\ . o:tf] cj:yfdf P]ltxfl;s?kdf 
alx:s/0fdf kfl/Psf] blnt / /fhgLlts ;Qf ;DxfNb} cfPsf] u}/blntnfO{ Pp6} 
lsl;dsf] g]t[Tj ljsf;sf] cjwf/0ffn] sfd ub}{g . To;}n] blnt ;d'bfosf] g]t[Tj 
ljsf;sf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] ljz]if gLlt, k|fjwfg / sfo{qmd tof/ ug}{k5{ . 
To;}u/L nfdf] ;do;Dd kf6L{, ;dfh / /fHo;Qfdf /x]/ ;fwg / ;|f]tdfly xflnd'xfnL 
u/]sf] ;d'bfo / ;w}+ zfl;t agfOPsf / cfly{s–/fhgLlts zlQmaf6 al~rtLs/0fdf 
kfl/Psf blnt ;d'bfosf g]t[TjaLr ;dfg k|lt:kwf{ ul/g' Gofof]lrt x'Fb}g . olt dfq} 
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xf]Og, kf6L{df km/s–km/s cfly{s–;fdflhs x}l;ot ePsf g]t[Tjsf] d"Nofª\sg klg Pp6} 
dfkb08af6 x'g ;Sb}g . To;}n] kf6L{sf g]tf sfo{stf{sf] cfly{s–;fdflhs cfwf/nfO{ 
;"rs dfg]/ d"Nofª\sg ul/g] k|0ffnLsf] ljsf; ug{ cfjZos 5 . o;sf ;y} ljz]ifu/L 
g]kfnsf /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] blnt g]t[Tjsf] ljsf; ug]{ ;DaGwdf lautdf u/]sf uDeL/ 
sdhf]/Lsf] ;'Id?kdf ljZn]if0f u/L j}1flgs ;+Zn]if0fsf cfwf/df cfjZos gLlt tyf 
sfo{qmd nfu" ug'{k5{ . 

lgisif{ 

blnt pTkL8g d"ntM ;fdGtjfbL /fHoJoj:yfnfO{ alnof] agfpg] qmddf ljsf; ul/Psf] 
d"ntM hftdf cfwfl/t /fhgLlts ;d:of g} xf] . of] ;d'bfonfO{ zlQmzfnL ;d"xn] 
lgof]lht?kd} /fhgLlts, cfly{s, ;f+:s[lts / ;fdflhs If]qaf6 k5fl8 kf/]sf] s'/f 
:ki6} 5 . o:tf] kl/l:yltdf /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt ;d'bfosf ;d:ofnfO{ klxrfg 
ug]{ / j}1flgs 9ª\un] ljZn]if0f ug'{k5{ . o;sf ;fy} /fhgLlts?kdf oL ;d:ofsf] 
xn ug{ ;Dej 5, of] ;d'bfosf] /fhgLlts g]t[Tjsf] ljsf; s:tf] gLlt, ljlw / 
k|lqmofaf6 ug{ ;lsG5 / s;/L of] ;d'bfosf] Ifdtf ljsf; ug{ / cj;/ k|bfg ug{ 
;lsG5 eGg] ljifodf /fhgLlts kf6L{n] uDeL/tfk"j{s Wofg lbg h¿/L 5 . To;kl5 dfq} 
blnt ;d'bfon] ef]lu/x]sf ;d:ofsf] k|efjsf/L xn x'g;S5 . o;sf ;fy} nf]stflGqs 
k|0ffnLdf blntsf nflu gofF cj;/sf 9f]sf v'Ng ;Sg] ;Defjgf a9\5 . 

lautsf s]xL bzsnfO{ x]g]{ xf] eg] blnt ;d'bfosf s]xL JolQmnfO{ /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] 
b]vfpg nflu dfq} g]t[Tjdf ;dfj]z ug]{ u/]sf] b]lvG5 . o:tf] cEof; ljz]ifu/L 
lgjf{rgdf blnt ;d'bfoaf6 ef]6 kfpgsf nflu dfq} ul/Psf] b]lvG5 . o;sf] ljkl/t 
/fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt ;d'bfosf] ;jfnnfO{ uDeL¿tfk"j{s a'‰g' k5{ eg] of] ;d'bfosf] 
/fhgLlts g]t[Tj ljsf;sf nflu :ki6 a[xt sfo{of]hgf jf …df:6/ KnfgÚ g} agfpg 
cfjZos 5 . o:tf] k|oTgn] blntnfO{ g]t[Tjsf ?kdf :yflkg ug'{sf ;fy} blntdfly 
eO/x]sf] r/d lje]blj¿4 n8\g] Ifdtf a9fpF5 . oBlk, Pp6f :ki6 tYo rflxF s] xf] eg] 
s'g} klg /fhgLlts kf6L{n] lgjf{rgsf a]nf ef]6 a}+ssf] ?kdf k|of]u ug{sf nflu dfq} 
s'g} lsl;dsf] gLlt agfpF5g\ eg] To:tf] gLltnfO{ blnt ;d'bfon] :jLsf/ ug{ ;Sb}g . 
of] b]zdf nf]stflGqs /fhgLlts Joj:yf :yfkgfsf lgs} 7"nf] of]ubfg k'¥ofPsf] blnt 
;d'bfon] cfTd;Ddfg;lxt hLjg afFRg] nf]stflGqs clwsf/sf] dfu ul//x]sf] 5 . 
pgLx?sf] dfu /fHo / /fhgLlts bnn] k"/f ug}{k5{ . 
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Introduction 

Discrimination is prevalent throughout the world. In Nepal, economic, political 

and social discrimination has been prevalent now for some three centuries 

based on the cleavages of caste, ethnicity, gender, language, religion and 

region. Nepali society too has been in a continuous conflict due to the issues of 

‘discrimination’ and ‘exclusion’. In such an environment, it was quite impossible 

for Dalits to effectively participate in politics and raise their  voices against the 

rulers, who also effectively banned all political parties. 

Political parties were eventually formed in Nepal during the late 1930s to 

establish a democratic political system and to end all levels of socio-economic 

inequality. During the 1950 revolution, the NC carried the slogan ‘caste will not 

be adhered to, let all of us sit, eat and be happy’, which aimed to portray the 

party as one that disregarded issues to do with caste and instead favored the 

principles of ‘equality’ and ‘individual freedom’. This was a slogan that certainly 

appealed to the different oppressed and marginalized communities. Another 

slogan of the NC emphasized that, ‘land is of the tiller, house is of the painter’, 

which focused on the economy and raised issues related to land ownership 

for farmers and laborers as well as the rights of women to own assets. Nepal’s 

various communist parties have also raised strongly issues related to ending 

class and caste-based discrimination.

Although Nepal began practicing democracy after the end of the party-less 

panchayat system in 1990, the commitment to end discrimination and create 

an egalitarian society has never really been translated into practice. Instead, 

the core agenda of political parties has been to simply rotate governments of 

different political hues rather than to establish a truly democratic system and 

end discrimination and exclusion. Therefore, Dalits and other marginalized groups 

Political 
Reservations for the 
Dalit Community
n Meen Bishwakarma

kl/ro

;+;f/el/sf ;a}h;f] b]zdf s'g} g s'g} lsl;dsf] lje]b /x]sf] kfOG5 . g]kfndf klg 
nfdf] ;dob]lv hfthflt, lnª\u, efiff, wd{ / If]q cflbsf cfwf/df lje]b x'Fb} cfO/x]sf] 
5 . ljz]ifu/L l;dfGtLs/0fdf kfl/Psf ;d'bfodfly cfly{s, /fhgLlts / ;fdflhs 
If]qdf eO/x]sf] …lje]bÚ / …alx:s/0fÚ eO/x]sf] 5 . g]kfnL ;dfhdf lg/Gt/ eO/x]sf] 
åGåsf] Pp6f sf/0f klg lje]b / alx:s/0f g} xf] . g]kfnsf blnt ;d'bfon] nfdf] 
;dob]lv o:tf] lje]b / alx:s/0fsf] ;fdgf ul//x]sf 5g\ eg] lje]blj¿4 cfGbf]ng 
klg ul//x]sf 5g\ . /fhgLlts kf6L{dfly aGb]h nfu]sf] cj:yfdf klg blnt ;d'bfo 
/fhgLlts kf6L{df cfa4 eP/ nf]stGqsf] :yfkgf / ;d'bfosf] clwsf/sf nflu ;+3if{ 
u/]sf lyP . :jefljs?kdf To:tf] kl/l:yltdf lje]bsf/L zf;glj¿4 cfjfh p7fpg] 
;xh lyPg . 

g]kfndf lg/ª\s'z /fHoJoj:yfsf] cGTo u/L nf]stGq :yflkt ug{sf nflu /fhgLlts 
kf6L{ u7g eP . tL kf6L{x?n] bdgsf/L Joj:yflj¿4 ;+3if{ u/] . /fHosf] ?kfGt/0fsf 
nflu u7g ePsf /fhgLlts kf6L{n] s]an lg/ª\s'z zf;gJoj:yf cGTosf] dfq} xf]Og, 
;fdflhs–cfly{s ;dfgtfsf ;jfn klg ;Fu;Fu} p7fPsf lyP . pbfx/0fsf nflu @))& 
;fnsf] qmflGtsf] ;dodf g]kfnL sf+u|];n] k|hftGq :yfkgfsf ;fy} …hftkft dfGb}gf}+, ;Fu} 
a;f}+ ;Fu} vfpF eftetfsf] v'zLÚ eGg] gf/f cufl8 ;f/]sf] lyof] . pQm gf/fn] g]kfnL 
sf+u|]; ;}4flGts?kdf hftkft gdfGg] …;dfgtfÚ / …JolQmut :jtGqtfÚ rfxg] kf6L{ xf] 
eGg] s'/f :yflkt ul/lbof] . of] gf/fn] blnt / pTkLl8t ;d'bfonfO{ Ps lsl;dn] 
kf6L{df cfa4 x'g cfslif{t u¥of] . o;}u/L …hldg hf]Tg]sf] x'G5, 3/ kf]Tg]sf] x'G5Ú eGg] 
gf/f klg sf+u|];n] ;Fu;Fu} p7fof] . of] Pp6f cfly{s gf/f lyof], h;n] hldgdflysf] 
:jfldTj >lds jf ls;fgsf] x'g] / 3/fo;L ;DklQdf dlxnfsf] xs x'g] s'/f ;d]6]sf] 
lyof] . o;}u/L g]kfnsf sDo'lg:6 kf6L{x?n] klg juL{o / hftLo lje]bsf] cGTosf] 
d'2fnfO{ ;zQm?kdf p7fpFb} cfPsf 5g\ . 

@)$^ sf] hgcfGbf]ngaf6 lgb{nLo k~rfotL Joj:yfsf] cGTo ePkl5 g]kfndf 
nf]stflGqs /fhgLlts Joj:yf ;'¿ eof] . t/, /fhgLlts bnn] zf;g Joj:yfsf] 

n dLg ljZjsdf{

/fhgLltdf  
blnt ;d'bfonfO{ 
cf/If0f 
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have demanded proportional representation in all the different democratic 

structures of the state. As a result of this pressure, political parties eventually felt 

compelled to accept this democratic principle. However, in the public spheres of 

political parties and government, while the practice of inclusion has admittedly 

begun, it is very hard to sustain the view that it has been implemented in 

practice to any meaningful extent.

Political reservations for Dalits 

The concept of reservations is a special provision that is extended to those 

different societal groups who have been subjected to historic levels of 

discrimination and exclusion by the state. In this respect, the provision is 

extended to further improve their respective advancement on a par with 

other communities. In short, this concept aims to reduce and ultimately end 

systemic discrimination. However, Dalits have been and continue to be subjected 

to significant levels of economic, political and social discrimination. With a 

history of intentional political exclusion by the state, deprived of economic 

resources and exploited in the area of employment, Dalits face high levels of 

poverty deprivation and been subjected to caste-based discrimination. The 

policies required for these communities to enjoy their democratic rights cannot 

be developed and implemented until they are better represented in all the 

political and state mechanisms available. That is why political reservations are 

a necessity for this community at this time. Although political parties have 

demonstrated their opposition to the caste system during the first Peoples 

Movement of 1990, they soon forgot about such issues when in government 

where they neither formulated policies nor undertook any concrete actions to 

establish equality for the Dalit community.

Of course, political parties alone will not be able to formulate all the necessary 

policies to solve those issues affecting the Dalit community  without the active 

participation of this community in all of the key roles within a party structure. 

Dalit representation is important at every level of the party as having one ethnic 

and/or caste group leading the party could see it turn into a dictatorship. Yet, 

within the current leadership  of main political parties, Dalit members are rarely 

ever appointed into key leadership roles. And when they are included, they are 

usually unable to effectively intervene in regard to the direction of the party’s 

overall ideology, policies and/or programs. Hence, political reservations for the 

Dalit community remains key in terms of developing Dalit-friendly policies and 

programs that can help solve all outstanding issues affecting this community. 

Let us not forget here that the Dalit community has made a major contribution 

to the establishment of political parties in this country over the last 75 

?kfGt/0f ug{ ;kmn eP klg ;dfhdf /x]sf ax'cfoflds lje]bsf] cGTo ug]{ / ;dfgtf 
/ Gofodf cfwfl/t ;dfh lgdf{0f ug]{ /fhgLlts k|lta4tf pgLx?n] Jojxfl/s?kdf 
k"/f ug{ ;s]sf 5}gg\ . jf:tjdf /fhgLlts kf6L{n] nf]stflGqs Joj:yfsf] :yfkgfsf 
eO;s]kl5 ;fdflhs lje]b / alxis/0fsf] cGTo ug]{ k|lta4tf k"/f ug]{ lbzflt/ ljz]if 
Wofg lbg'kg]{ lyof], t/ pgLx?n] Totflt/ Wofg lbPgg\ . o;sf] ljkl/t kf6L{x?n] 
;Qf k|flKtnfO{ g} k|d'v Ph]08f agfpg k'u] . /fhgLlts ;Qf km]/abn dfq} pgLx?sf] 
k|fyldstf Ph]0f aGg k'Uof] . To;}n] g]kfnL ;dfhdf lje]b / alx:s/0f eg] sfod} 
/lx/x]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf blnt / l;dfGts[t ;d'bfon] lautb]lv g} /fhgLlts ;+3if{s} 
qmddf /fHosf ljleGg lgsfodf ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] dfu ub}{ cfO/x]sf 5g\ . 
pgLx?sf ;+3if{ / bafasf sf/0f /fhgLlts kf6L{x? ;dfg'kflts ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] 
l;4fGtnfO{ :jLsf/ ug{ afWo ePsf 5g\ . /fhgLlts–k|zf;lgs If]qdf s]xL xb;Dd 
;dfj]zLs/0fsf] cEof; klg ;'¿ ePsf] 5 . oBlk, /fhgLlts kf6L{, ;/sf/ / 
;fj{hlgs If]qdf cem}+ klg ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] k|efjsf/L cEof; x'g ;ls/x]sf] 5}g . 

/fhgLltdf blntnfO{ cf/If0f 

P]ltxfl;s?kdf alx:s/0f jf l;dfGtLs/0fdf kfl/Psf ;d'bfonfO{ lautdf /fHoaf6 
ePsf] lje]bsf] Ifltk"lt{:j?k lbOg] ljz]if Joj:yf cf/If0f xf] . of] Joj:yfn] alx:s/0fdf 
kfl/Psf ;d'bfonfO{ cGo ;dbfosf] :t/df k'¥ofpg d2t ub{5 . cf/If0fsf] d'Vo 
cjwf/0ff g} ;+/rgfut k|0ffnLdf /x]sf] lje]bnfO{ 36fpg] / cGttM To:tf lje]bsf] 
;d"n cGTo ug'{ xf] . To;}n] /fhgLlts cf/If0f P]ltxfl;s lje]b, zf]if0f / alx:s/0fdf 
kfl/Psf ;d'bfosf] clwsf/ xf] . 

g]kfnsf blnt ;d'bfo /fhgLlts, cfly{s, ;fdflhs, ;f+:s[lts / b}lgs hLjgdf 
;a}eGbf w]/} pTkL8gdf kfl/Psf] 5g\ . P]ltxfl;s?kdf x]g]{ xf] eg] of] ;d'bfonfO{ 
/fHon] g} ;'lgof]lht?kdf /fhgLltaf6 alx:s/0f u/]sf] b]lvG5 . o;}u/L blnt 
cfly{s ;|f]t;fwg / cj;/af6 al~rtLs/0fdf kfl/Psf] / zf]if0fd'ns >d–Joj:yfdf 
;+nUg u/fOPsf] sf/0f blnt ;a}eGbf ul/aLsf] cj:yfdf k'u]sf 5g\ . olt dfq} 
xf]Og, blnt b}lgs?kdf cdfgjLo 5'jf5"t / lje]b ;d]t ef]Ug afWo kfl/Psf 5g\ . 
o;/L lje]b / /fhgLlts alx:s/0fsf sf/0f blnt ;d'bfo /fHozlQmsf] cEof; 
ug]{ /fHo;Qfsf / /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ txdf k'Ug ;s]gg\ . o;/L 
/fHo;+oGq / /fhgLlts kf6L{df k|efjsf/L k|ltlglwTj gePsf sf/0f blnt clwsf/ 
:yflkt ug{ cfjZos gLlt lgdf{0f x'g ;s]gg\ . To;}n] P]ltxfl;s?kdf alx:s/0fsf] 
Ifltk"lt{:j?k /fhgLltdf blnt ;d'bfonfO{ cf/If0fsf] cfjZostf ePsf] xf] . 
x'g t @)@( ;fnd} /fli6«o blnt hgljsf; kl/ifb\n] ;+:yfut?kd} blntsf 
nflu cf/If0fsf] dfu u/]sf] lyof] . @)$^ sf] hgcfGbf]ngsf] ;dodf klg blnt] 
of] dfunfO{ ;zQm?kdf p7fP . Tolta]nf /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] hftLo cfwf/df 
x'g] lje]bsf] cGTo ug]{ d'2f p7fPsf lyP . t/, cfGbf]ngkl5 ltg} kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjdf 
;/sf/sf] u7g eof] t/ tL bnn] blntn] p7fpFb} cfPsf d'2fnfO{ eg] lal;{lbP . 
/fhgLlts?kdf cK7\of/f] kl/l:yltdf blntn] /fhgLlts bnnfO{ ;fy lbPsf 5g\ t/ of] 
;d'bfosf ;dfgtf / Gofo k|flKtsf] lbzfdf kf6L{x?n] s'g} 7f]; gLlt / sfo{of]hgf klg 
agfPsf 5}gg\ .
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years. Though claiming one’s rightful share of political posts, in line with their 

population size, is surely a fundamental right within any democracy? Rather 

than promoting Dalit rights, political parties instead continue to weaken the 

effectiveness of those representatives appointed through the  reserved quotas  

, while also spreading the bogus impression that they, i.e. the parties, were 

working in the wider interests of the Dalit community. With a higher level 

of reservations within political parties, more Dalits would be able to enter 

leadership positions themselves with the result that they could directly influence 

the direction of policies in relation to the ending of discrimination. 

Opponents of reservations  

Yet, despite understanding that reservations can offer special opportunities to 

excluded communities, enabling them to enjoy equal rights, it seems that a set 

of ‘ruling elites’ continue to oppose the idea of reservations altogether. While the 

current Constitution provides Dalits and other different marginalized groups with 

the reserved  quotas, the Khas/Arya caste are also included, which surely cuts 

against the principle of reservations in the first place. Here, the contention is 

that an egalitarian society cannot be based on providing reservations to a ruling 

or dominant class who does not have to suffer discrimination in the first place. 

However, with the inclusion of this dominant caste, those marginalized groups 

who are currently stagnating at the bottom of society will remain there. 

In a political context, the Khas/Arya caste has fully utilized the reservations 

provision and, in so doing, has been able to further strengthen their political 

representation within political parties and the structures of the state at the 

expense of others, most notably the Dalit community. That is why political 

parties need to end this ‘double standard’ of benefitting from reservations, while 

opposing them at the same time. If the leadership  of the political parties fail 

to collectively bring about a more inclusive democracy, with the meaningful 

representation of all communities, then this will only serve to further increase 

the possibility of conflict within and across parties and society in general.

Meaningful reservations 

Reservations should not only be limited to politics but also be linked with 

political issues relating to the overall economic and social transformation 

of Nepali society. Positive outcomes in regard to the interest of different 

marginalized groups will only be seen if such a process is implemented 

effectively. Until now, any reforms made within political parties, or at a state 

level, have been possible as a result of Dalit advocacy. For example, the 2017 

Local Election Act, which provided for the mandatory representation of Dalit 

o;}u/L kf6L{ ;+/rgfsf] dxTjk"0f{ g]t[Tjdf blnt ;d'bfosf] k|ltlglwTj gx'Fbf;Dd 
/fhgLlts kf6L{n] blntsf ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu cfjZos gLlt lgdf{0f ug{ ;Sb}gg\ . 
To;}n] blnt ;d'bfosf ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt;Fusf] ;dGjodf 
To:tf gLlt tof/ kfg{ cfjZos 5 . Oltxf;n] s] k'i6L u/]sf] 5 eg] ha s'g} klg kf6L{ 
Pp6} ;d'bfosf] ;Lldt 3]/fdf s}b x'G5, ta To:tf kf6L{ lg/ª\s'z aGg] / cfGtl/s?kdf 
cnf]stflGqs x'g] vt/f /xG5 . To;}n] kf6L{nfO{ nf]stflGqs agfpgsf nflu klg 
kf6L{sf ;a} ;+/rgfdf blntsf] Gofof]lrt k|ltlglwTj clgjfo{ x'G5 . t/, g]kfnsf k|d'v 
/fhgLlts kf6L{sf] d'Vo g]t[Tjdf blntsf] k|efjsf/L k|ltlglwTj 5}g eg] ePsf blnt 
g]t[TjnfO{ klg kf6L{df k|efjsf/L e"ldsf jf lhDd]jf/L lbOPsf] 5}g . kl5nf s]xL bzsdf 
blntnfO{ yf]/} dfqfdf kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjdf ;dfj]z u/fOPsf] eP klg kf6L{sf ljrf/, gLlt 
/ sfo{qmddf x:tIf]k ug{;Sg] k|s[lQsf] k|ltlglwTj x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . To;}n] blnt 
;d'bfo ;d:of ;dfwfg ug{ / kf6L{nfO{ blntd}qL agfpgsf nflu kf6L{sf dxTjk"0f{ 
kbdf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj clgjfo{ ul/g'k5{ . o;/L kf6L{df blntd}qL gLlt tyf sfo{qmd 
lgdf{0fsf nflu klg of] ;d'bfonfO{ /fhgLltdf cf/If0f lbOg'k5{ . To;sf/0f blntsf 
nflu /fhgLlts If]qdf lbOg] cf/If0f ;Gble{s / cf}lrTk"0f{ 5 . 

g]kfndf /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] :yfkgfb]lv ljsf;sf qmddf blnt ;d'bfon] k'¥ofPsf] 
pNn]vgLo of]ubfgnfO{ s;}n] klg e'Ng' x'Fb}g . o;/L of]ubfg u/]sf] kf6L{df blntn] 
hg;+Vofsf] cg'kftdf /fhgLlts kbsf] bfaL ug'{ blntsf] cfwf/e"t / nf]stflGqs 
clwsf/ xf] . t/, /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt clwsf/sf] k|a4{g ug{'{sf] ;6\6f cf/If0faf6 
lgo'Qm ePsf blnt k|ltlglwnfO{ pko;Qm lhDd]jf/L glbP/ sdhf]/ agfpg] sfd 
ul//x]sf] 5 . csf]{lt/, tL /fhgLlts kf6L{x? blnt ;d'bfosf] a[xt lxtsf nflu k|z:t 
sfd ul//x]sf] e|d klg km}nfO/x]sf x'G5g\ . /fhgLlts bnn] o;/L e|d lkmFhfpg'sf] 
;6\6f cf/If0f lbP/ dflyNnf] jf g]t[TjbfoL kbdf k'¥ofpg] sfd ug'{k5{ . o;/L kf6L{df 
k|ltlglwTj ug]{ blnt g]t[Tjn] kf6L{ leq jf aflx/ blntdfly x'g] lje]bsf] cGTosf nflu 
cfjZos gLlt / sfo{qmd agfpg k|ToIf e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{ ;S5g\ . 

cf/If0f lj/f]wL dt 

cf/If0f /fHon] alx:s/0fdf kfl/Psf lglZrt hflt, lnª\u jf ;d'bfonfO{ cGo ;d'bfo 
;dfg cj:yfdf k'¥ofpgsf nflu k|bfg ul/g] clwsf/ jf ljz]if cj;/sf] Joj:yf xf] . 
t/, o:tf] s'/f a'‰bf a'‰b} klg jr{ZjzfnL ;d"x cfk\mgf] zf;sLo jr{Zj sfod /fVg 
lg/Gt/ cf/If0fsf] lj/f]w / unt JofVof ug{ nflu k/]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfgn] 
blnt / cGo l;dfGts[t ;d'bfonfO{ cf/If0fsf] Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . cem /f]rs s'/f 
t g]kfndf jr{ZjzfnL v;cfo{ ;d'bfonfO{ ;d]t cf/If0f lbOg] Joj:yf ul/Psf] 5 . 
o:tf] Joj:yfn] /fhgLlts ;Qfdf ;Fw}el/ xflnd'xfnL ul//x]sf] ;d'bfonfO{ g} yk 
alnof] agfpg] lglZrt 5 . o:tf] Joj:yf ;}4flGts?kdf cf/If0fsf cjwf/0ffsf] 
lj¿4df 5 . o;/L lje]b ef]lu/x]sf ;d'bfosf nflu lbOPsf] cf/If0f vf];]/ k|e'TjzfnL 
ju{ / ;d'bfonfO{ lbFbf To;n] ;dfgtfdf cfwfl/t ;dfh lgdf{0f x'g lbFb}g . o:tf 
k|e'TjzfnL ;d'bfonfO{ klg cf/If0f lbOof] eg] ;dfhsf] ;a}eGbf k5fl8 kfl/Psf blnt 
;d'bfo slxNo} cGo ;d'bfo ;dfg x'g ;Sb}gg\ . To;}n] /fhgLlts If]qdf rnfOPsf 
cf/If0flj/f]wL e|d lrg{ h¿/L 5 .
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woman, and the establishment of the National Land Commission to resolve the 

land issues affecting this community, were all made possible because of the 

various initiatives taken by Dalit MPs and other activists within this community. 

Therefore, should the community continue to campaign on these and other 

similar issues, through the use of reservations, a further increase in their political 

representation is likely. 

Additionally, political parties should also be able to better differentiate between 

reservations and proportional representation. While reservations increase the 

participation of historically excluded communities, proportional representation 

ensures a measure of representation proportional to the population of a specific 

minority group. However, proportional representation alone cannot effectively 

ensure the meaningful representation of Dalits. Hence, the ruling caste groups 

should strictly allocate reserved  seats to Dalits as compensation, until such a 

time that the community reaches a similar position to that of the ruling castes 

in terms of their representation. In this way, political parties should aim to 

endorse all reservation policies and look to implement them in full. 

Conclusion 

Political parties need to be committed to ending all caste-based discrimination 

and exercising inclusive democratic based policies, where all diverse 

marginalized groups have proportional and meaningful representation within 

the realms of political parties and the state. As such, all past promises made 

during the People’s Movement should now be honored in full and thus translated 

into both policy and action. In particular, political parties also need to put 

forward clearer perspectives and plans to resolve the political, economic, social, 

educational and other issues facing this community. To achieve this, the effective 

representation of the Dalit community has to be secured in the policy formation 

level of all political parties. Similarly, Dalit wings within political parties need to 

continue playing an ‘interventionist’ role when the party is developing policies, 

action plans for the further emancipation of their community.

g]kfnsf] /fhgLlts ;Gbe{nfO{ x]g]{ xf] eg] v;cfo{ ;d'bfon] k"0f{?kdf cf/If0fsf] pkef]u 
ul//x]sf 5g\ . blnt ;d'bfon] kfpg' kg]{ cf/If0f klg jr{ZjzfnL v;cfo{n] g} pkef]u 
u/]sf sf/0f blnt lsgf/f nflu/x]sf 5g\ . ;+ljwfgn] v;cfo{nfO{ klg cf/If0f lbPsf sf/0f 
/fhgLlts kf6L{leq / /fHo ;+/rgfdf pgLx?n] k|ltlglwTj cem a9\b} / dha't agfpg 
;kmn ePsf 5g\ . oxfF dxTjk"0f{ ;jfn s] 5 eg] Psflt/ oxL ;d'bfo cf/If0fsf] rsf]{ 
lj/f]w ul//x]sf] x'G5 eg] csf]{lt/ pgLx?g} ;a}eGbf w]/} cf/If0fsf] pkef]u ul//x]sf x'G5g\ . 
/fhgLlts bndf klg o:tf] å}w rl/q k|bz{g eO/x]sf x'G5g\ . To;}n] /fhgLlts kf6L{n] 
cf/If0f sfof{Gjogsf ;Gbe{df o:tf] …å}w rl/qÚsf] cGTo ug'{k5{ . kf6L{n] cf/If0faf/] km}nfOPsf 
e|d lrg{'k5{ / g]t[Tjn] kf6L{df ;a} ;d'bfosf] cy{k"0f{ ;xefuLtf ;'lglZrt ub}{ ;dfj]zL 
nf]stGqnfO{ 7Ls 9ª\un] g]t[Tj k|bfg ug{'k5{ . olb /fhgLlts bnn] blnt ;d'bfo;lxtsf] 
;dfj]zL cEof; ug{ ;s]gg\ eg] o;n] :jefljs?kdf åGå a9fpg ;Defjgf /xG5 .

cy{k"0f{ / k|efjsf/L cf/If0f

cf/If0fnfO{ s]an /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj ug]{ ljlwsf] ?kdf dfq geO{ cfly{s–;fdflhs 
?kfGt0fsf] /fhgLlts d'2fdf ufF;]/ x]g'{ k5{ . To;}n] cf/If0fnfO{ l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] 
/fhgLlts g]t[Tj ljsf;;Fu hf]8\b} n}hfg] / cf/If0fsf] ;}4flGts dfGotfnfO{ k|efjsf/L 
?kdf sfof{Gjog ug]{ xf] eg] :jefljs?kdf o;n] ;sf/fTds kl/0ffd NofpF5 . clxn] 
/fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHodf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj la:tf/} a9\b} uO/x]sf] 5 . of] clwsf/sf 
nflu lautb]lv ul/Psf kxns} k|ltkmn xf] . pbfx/0fsf] nflu :yfgLo lgjf{rg P]g, 
@)&# df sDtLdf Pshgf blnt dlxnf clgjfo{ k|ltlglwTj u/fpg' kg]{ Joj:yf klg 
ltg} k|oTgaf6 ;Dej ePsf] xf] . o;}u/L blnt ;d'bfosf] ;d]t e"ldxLgtfnfO{ ;Daf]wg 
ug{ e"ld;DaGwL cfof]u u7g ePsf] 5 . blnt ;d'bfosf ;f+;b / clwsf/sdL{sf] 
kxnsbdLaf6 o:tf] gLlt aGg ;Dej ePsf] xf] . o;/L g} cf/If0faf6 k|ltlglwTjsf ;fy} 
/fhgLlts bnsf blnt k|ltlglwn] ;d'bfosf d'2f ;fj{hlgs ug]{, k|efjsf/L?kdf cufl8 
a9fpg] / tL ;jfndf lg/Gt/ ;+3if{ ul//xg] xf] eg] To;n] ck]lIft kl/0ffd Nofpg 
;S5 . o;sf nflu d"ntM cf/If0fnfO{ k|efjsf/L agfpg cfjZos 5 . 

/fhgLlts kf6L{n] cf/If0f / ;dfg'kflts ;xefuLtfaLrsf] ;DaGw / cGt/ 5'6\ofpg 
;Sg'k5{ . /fhgLlts If]qdf blntnfO{ lglZrt ;do;Ddsf nflu cf/If0f lbP/ 
pgLx?sf] ;dfg'kflts ;xefuLtf ;'lglZrt ug'{k5{ cyjf cf/If0f cfjlws x'G5 . t/, 
;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTj eg] cgGt sfn;Dd /xG5 lsgeg] ;dfhsf] ljljwtf ;Fw}el/ 
/fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHo;Qfdf k|ltlalDat x'g'k5{ . To;}n] blntnfO{ P]ltxfl;s?kdf 
alx:s/0f ul/Psf sf/0f Ifltk"lt{:j?k /fhgLlts If]qdf clgjfo{ cf/If0f lbOg'k5{ . 
sDtLdf blnt ;d'bfonfO{ cGo zf;sLo hflt jf ju{sf] xf/fxf/Ldf gk'Ubf;Dd o:tf] 
cf/If0f lbg cfjZos 5 . To;}n] /fhgLlts kf6Ln] blntsf nflu cf/If0fsf] gLlt 
cjnDag ug}{k5{ / To:tf gLltsf] k|efjsf/L?kdf sfof{Gjog klg ug'{k5{ .

lgisif{

/fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt ;d'bfodfly x'g] ;a} lsl;dsf] hftLo lje]bsf] cGTo ug]{ 
/ /fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHosf ;a} lgsfodf of] ;d'bfosf] ;dfg'kflts / cy{k"0f{ 
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k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt ug'{k5{ . o;n] cEof;n] dfq} tL kf6L{n] ;dfj]zL nf]stflGqs 
ljlwnfO{ cjnDag u/]sf] k'i6L u5{ . To;}n] ;a} /fhgLlts kf6L{n] sDtLdf ;dfg'kflts 
;dfj]zLs/0fsf] b[9tfk"j{s sfof{Gjog ug]{ k|lta4tf JoQm ug'{k5{ . o;}u/L blntdfly 
eO/x]sf] lje]bsf] cGTo, /fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHodf k|ltlglwTjsf] ;jfndf /fhgLlts 
kf6L{n] lautsf cfGbf]ngdf u/]sf k|lta4tf k"0f{?kdf sfof{Gjog ug'{k5{ . 
hftLo lje]b cGTo ug]{ tL jfrfnfO{ kf6L{sf] gLlt / sfo{qmddf ;dfj]z u/L 
;fdflhs–/fhgLlts ?kfGt/0fsf sfo{qmdsf] yfngL ug'{k5{ . ljz]ifu/L /fhgLlts 
kf6Ln] blnt ;d'bfon] ;fdgf ul//x]sf /fhgLlts, cfly{s, ;fdflhs, z}lIfs / 
cGo ;d:ofsf] ;dfwfg ug]{ :ki6 b[li6sf]0f / sfo{of]hgf tof/ kfg'{k5{ . o;sf 
nflu ;a} /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ txdf blnt ;d'bfosf] k|efjsf/L 
k|ltlglwTj x'g h¿/L 5 . o;}u/L /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt ;d'bfosf] d'lQmsf] nflu 
gLlt–lgdf{0f / sfo{of]hgf tof/ ubf{ ;DalGwt kf6L{sf blnt ;+u7gn] …x:tIf]ksf/LÚ 
e"ldsfnfO{ lgjf{x ug{ klg plQs} h¿/L 5 . 
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Introduction 

Although Dalit women have played a key role in Nepal’s various political 

movements, they have nevertheless continued to face multi-layered levels of 

discrimination. Living in a heavily caste-based system, they are subjected to 

discrimination and oppression while also being denied access to economic and 

other state resources. Consequently, the Dalit community, and Dalit women in 

particular, are in the grip of extreme poverty, which has resulted in their weaker 

economic position in society compared to other communities. In addition, Dalits 

are further oppressed by men, as patriarchy persists to a fundamental level 

within Nepali society as well as also being discriminated against by non-Dalit 

women. Furthermore, by being treated as ‘untouchables’, this community faces 

discrimination in almost every area of their daily lives.

Political representation 

Although the current Nepali Constitution and various other pieces of legislation 

have been enacted to address the challenges faced by the Dalit community, not 

all provisions have been implemented as effectively as they should have been. 

The Dalit women’s movement has continuously demanded for the mandatory 

implementation of the proportional representation system in all sectors of the 

state, and meaningful participation at all levels of decision-making, enabling 

Dalit women to implement and formulate necessary policies. However, the 

unwillingness of party leaderships to adopt such a system has resulted in the 

low participation and representation of Dalit women in the sphere of political 

parties and the structures of the state. Hence, these provisions related to Dalit 

rights need to be implemented by the state to empower Dalit women further to 

practice their democratic rights.

The Representation of 
Dalit Women at the Local 
Level: Achievements and 
Challenges
n Gaura Nepali

k[i7e"ld

g]kfnsf blnt dlxnfn] ax'cfolds ;d:ofsf] ;fdgf ul//x]sf 5g\ . To:tf ;d:ofsf 
afah't blnt dlxnfn] /fhgLlts kl/jt{gsf] cfGbf]ngdf dxTjk"0f{ of]ubfg lbPsf 5g\ . 
g]kfndf blnt dlxnf Psflt/ hftJoj:yfsf sf/0f r/d hftLo e]befj / bdgdf 
kfl/Psf 5g\ eg] juL{o?kdf klg clt ul/aLsf] cj:yfdf 5g\ . cfly{s pTkfbgsf] 
;|f]tdfly kx'Fr gePsf pgLx? /fHon] k|bfg ug]{ cj;/af6 klg al~rt 5g\ . ul/ aLsf] 
/]vfd'gL /x]sf blnt ;d'bfoleqsf blnt dlxnfsf] cfly{s cj:yf emg\ sdhf]/ 5 . 
pgLx? ;dfhsf cGo ;d'bfosf dlxnfsf] t'ngfdf ;fdflhs–cfly{s If]qdf lgs} k5fl8 
kfl/Psf 5g\ . pgLx? h/f] uf8]/ a;]sf] lkt[;QfTds ;dfhdf k'¿ifaf6 lje]b v]Kg 
afWo 5g\ eg] hftJoj:yfsf sf/0f u}/blnt ;d'bfosf dlxnfaf6 ;d]t pTkL8fgdf 
kfl/Psf 5g\ . olt dfq} xf]Og, blnt dlxnfn] b}lgs?kdf hLjgsf x/]s kfOnfdf 
5'jf5"t–e]befj ;d]t ef]lu/xg afWo 5g\ . 

/fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj

g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg / sfg'gL Joj:yfn] blnt ;d'bfon] ef]lu/x]sf ;d:of ;dfwfg ug]{ 
k|oTg u/]sf] 5 . oBlk, hftLo lje]blj¿4 ag]sf ;+j}wflgs / sfg'gL Joj:yfsf] 
k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjog x'g ;ls/x]sf] 5}g, /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTjsf] ;jfndf klg of] 
s'/f nfu" x'G5 . g]kfnsf] blnt dlxnf cfGbf]ngn] /fHosf ;a} txdf clgjfo{?kdf 
;dfg'kflts ;dfjzLs/0fsf] cEof; ul/g' kg]{ dfu ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . d"ntM 
gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ :yfgdf pgLx?sf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTj x'g'kg]{ dfu lg/Gt/?kdf 
pl7/xsf] 5 . o;}u/L ;dfj]zLs/0fsf ;jfndf pknAw gLltsf] ;xh jftfj/0fdf 
k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjog ul/g' kg]{ d'2f klg ;Fu;Fu} p7\b} cfO/x]sf] 5 . t/, g]kfnsf 
/fhgLlts kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjn] ;DalGwt kf6L{ / /fHo ;+/rgfdf blnt dlxnfsf] cy{k"0f{ 
/ ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTj u/fpg vf;} rf;f] b]vfpg] u/]sf 5}gg\ . sDtLdf blnt 
dlxnfsf] ;zlQms/0f nf]stflGqs zlQm–cEof;sf nflu pknAw ;+j}wflgs / sfg'gL 
Joj:yfsf] ;d]t /fHon] k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjog u/]sf] 5}g . 

n uf}/f g]kfnL

:yfgLo txdf blnt 
dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj M 
pknAwL / r'gf}tL
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In 2007, the Interim Parliament included the representation of  

57 women, out of which 18 were Dalit  out of them six were Dalit women - 

the first time that Dalit women had represented in parliament. Similarly, in 

the first CA in 2008, there were 25 Dalit women represented out of a total 

of 50 Dalit MPs. In the second CA in 2013, 21 Dalit women had represented 

out of a total of 40 Dalits elected in total. Finally, the 2017 parliamentary 

elections saw 90 women and 19 Dalit elected out of which 13 were Dalit 

women. Yet, despite this, Dalit women were not represented in the executive 

government, which further demonstrates their low representation overall in 

the areas of policy making and executive-level governance.

Representation of Dalit women at the local level 

As a result of several political movements, the Constitution now guarantees 

at least 33 percent women’s representation in all three tiers of government. 

Similarly, the 2017 Local Election Act has made a mandatory provision that at 

least one Dalit must be elected in each ward at the local level. Henceforth, in 

the 2017 local elections, 6,664 Dalit women won ward level seats. In that same 

election, out of a total 12,790 elected municipal council members, only 995 

were Dalit women, which is still a very low level of representation1. These women 

also received little to no opportunity to hold key positions such as that of the 

mayor, chair, deputy mayor, and vice chair. This demonstrates that while Dalit 

women are represented at the local level, they are not given responsibilities at a 

senior level.

Current challenges faced by Dalit women representatives 

However, locally elected Dalit women continue to face a number of challenges2. As 

they remain in a minority at the local level, their voice also remains weak. Due 

to unequal power-structures, they also have to struggle when trying to formulate 

policies and programs relating to their community. Though current legislation 

assigns duties to mayors and deputy mayors, the duties for Dalit women 

representatives were never included. As a result, many elected Dalit women still 

do not have sufficient expertise or knowledge about the constitutional, legal 

and policy provisions to effectively work within the newly established federalized 

structure. 

As a result, many Dalit women representatives are subjected to political 

exclusion, forcing them into a dilemma as to what could be done as compared 

to what cannot be done. Consequently, it has taken time to build their 

understanding regarding their rights and jurisdictions while, at the same time, 

also experiencing a lack of support from the non-Dalit community. More broadly, 

/fHosf] gLlt lgdf{0f txdf blnt dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj a9\g yfn]sf] 5 . @)^# df 
cGtl/d Joj:yflksf–;+;bdf %& hgf dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj lyof] . o;}u/L !* hgf 
blntn] Joj:yflksfdf k|ltlglwTj u/]sf lyP tLdWo] 5hgf blnt dlxnfsf] lyP . 
Joj:yflksf–;+;bdf oltsf] ;+Vofdf blnt dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj ePsf] of] klxnf] kl/36gf 
lyof] . o;}u/L @)^$ sf] klxnf] ;+ljwfg;efsf] lgjf{rgaf6 %) hgf blnt ;+ljwfg;ef 
;b:osf ?kdf lgjf{lrt ePsf lyP . o;/L k|ltlglwTj ug]{dWo] @% hgf blnt dlxnf lyP . 
o;}u/L @)&) df ;DkGg bf];|f] ;+ljwfg;efdf $) hgf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj lyof], tdWo] @! 
hgf blnt dlxnf lyP . o;}u/L @)&$ df ;DkGg ;+3Lo ;+;bsf] lgjf{rgdf () hgf dlxnf 
lgjf{lrt ePsf lyP eg] !( hgf blntn] ;+3Lo ;+;bdf k|ltlglwTj ul//x]sf 5g\ . 
tLdWo] blnt dlxnfsf] ;+Vof !# hgf /x]sf] 5 . t/, ;+3Lo ;+;bdf blnt dlxnfsf] 
k|ltlglwTj eP klg dGqLkl/ifb\df eg] Pshgf klg blnt dlxnfnfO{ ;xefuL u/fOPsf] 
5}g . oxfF pNn]v ul/Psf tYon] klg /fHosf] gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ / sfof{Gjog ug]{ txdf 
blnt dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj cToGt} sdhf]/ cj:yfdf /x]sf] k|i6 b]vfpF5 . 

:yfgLo txdf blnt dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj

lautsf /fhgLlts / ;fdflhs cfGbf]ngs} sf/0f ;+ljwfg;efaf6 hf/L gofF ;+ljwfgn] 
tLg} txsf] ;/sf/df sDtLdf ## k|ltzt dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj x'g} kg]{ Joj:yf u/]sf] 
5 . o;}u/L :yfgLo tx lgjf{rg P]g, @)&# n] klg k|To]s j8fdf sDtLdf Pshgf 
blnt dlxnfsf] clgjfo{ k|ltlglwTj x'g'kg]{ Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . To;}n] @)&$ sf] :yfgLo 
txsf] lgjf{rgdf blnt dlxnfnfO{ cf/lIft ul/Psf] l;6df ^ xhf/ ^^$ hgf dlxnf 
lgjf{lrt ePsf lyP . o;}u/L &%# cf]6f :yfgLo txsf] sfo{kflnsfdf !@ xhf/ &() 
hgf kbflwsf/L lgjf{lrt ePsf lyP, tLdWo] blnt dlxnfsf] ;+Vof ((% hgf dfq} 
5 . :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ d'Vo ynf] sfo{kflnsfdf blnt dlxnfsf] of] 
k|ltlglwTj lgs} yf]/} xf] .1 cem :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] d'Vo kbx? h:t} d]o/, cWoIf, 
pk–d]o/ / pkfWoIfsf] kbdf eg] blnt dlxnfn] vf;} cj;/ kfPsf 5}gg\ . o;n] s] 
b]vfpFt5 eg] blnt dlxnfsf] :yfgLo txdf k|ltlglwTj eP klg :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] d'Vo 
kbdf blnt dlxnfnfO{ lhDd]jf/L lbOPsf] 5}g . 

blnt k|ltlglwTjn] ef]u]sf r'gf}tL

:yfgLo txsf blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwn] ljleGg k|s[ltsf r'gf}tLsf] ;fdgf ug'{k/]sf] 
lyof] .2 :yfgLo ;/sf/df pgLx?sf] ;+Vof t'ngfTds?kdf yf]/} 5 . ;f]xL sf/0f 
:yfgLo ;/sf/df blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwsf cfhfj ;zQm x'g ;ls/x]sf] 5}g . 
:yfgLo ;/sf/sf] ;+/rgfdf /x]sf] o:tf] zlQm–;+/rgfsf sf/0f pgLx?n] ;d'bfo 
s]lGb|t gLlt lgdf{0f ug{ / sfo{qmd to ug{ lgs} ;+3if{ ug'{k/]sf] 5 . o;}u/L :yfgLo 
;/sf/ ;~rfng P]g @)&$ n] :yfgLo ;/sf/sf k|d'v / pk–k|d'vsf] :ki6 lhDd]jf/L 
tf]s]sf] 5 . t/, blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwsf] sfd, st{Jo / clwsf/sf ;jfndf eg] 
s]xL k|fjwfg ;dfj]z u/]sf] 5}g . csf]{lt/, ;+3Lotf lans'n gofF zf;sLo ;+/rgf 
ePsf sf/0f klg blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwnfO{ gofF Joj:yf;Fu kl/lrt x'g lgs} 
;do nfu]sf] lyof] . o;}u/L :yfgLo ;/sf/;Fu ;DaGwL ;+j}wflgs, sfg'gL / gLltut 
Joj:yfaf/] kof{Kt hfgsf/L gePsf sf/0f klg pgLx?n] ck]Iff u/]cg'?k e"ldsf v]Ng 
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they have had to struggle against discrimination brought on by the patriarchal 

and caste-based societal structures. Moreover, due to the discriminatory 

power-structure in the society and political parties, it is difficult for Dalit 

women to hold key positions at the local level. As a consequence, there is 

also a probability that they may choose to exit from the world of politics and 

the structures of the state.

Conclusion 

Following the 2017 municipal elections, for the first time, a large number of Dalit 

women were elected at the ward and municipal council levels. The experience of 

the past five years seems to suggest that they have developed their leadership 

skills, while also increasing their own levels of confidence. Their representation 

has also contributed to creating a socio-political identity for the Dalit community 

as a whole, despite the multiple challenges that exist. 

Representation at the state level is the fundamental right of the Dalit community 

ensured by the Constitution. However, a narrative has been forcibly built by 

the ruling elites against the reservations provided to Dalit women, stating that 

they would not be able to make any difference should they be elected. It is 

also important to understand the working environment of locally elected Dalit 

women representatives to see if it is conducive enough for them to effectively 

conduct their constitutional duties. In reality, since the first set of elections were 

held for the newly formed federal republic, Nepal has witnessed a lower level 

of representation of the Dalit community in senior leadership roles, especially 

for Dalit women. That is why it is even more important to build the leadership 

capacities of this community, especially of Dalit women, to further strengthen 

their overall political representation. In this respect, the following points should 

be further considered as ways in which this can be done: 

1.	 Locally elected Dalit women representatives have imparted expertise to 

others while also gaining increased confidence as community leaders. They 

have worked closely with citizens, attempting to work for women and 

the Dalit community. Such work needs to continue as their expertise will 

continue to be of benefit to future elected Dalit women representatives. 

2.	 The narrative developed by the dominant caste groups that a Dalit woman 

cannot work in comparison to other castes, runs contrary to the principle 

of inclusive democracy. In fact, when given the opportunity, Dalit women 

have played a key role as chairs, municipal council and ward members. 

Should they be further empowered and given more opportunities, they will 

;s]sf 5|gg\ . o:tf cK7\of/fsf sf/0f blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwn] :yfgLo ;/sf/df 
k|efjsf/L e"ldsf v]Ng ;xh gePsf] b]lvG5 . 

o:tf c;xh kl/l:ylts} sf/0f w]/}h;f] blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwn] /fhgLlts 
zlQm–cEof; ug{ ;s]sf 5}gg\ jf alx:s[t cj:yfdf /xg afWo 5g\ . lans'n gofF 
/fhgLlts k|0ffnL ePsf sf/0f pgLx? ;'?sf s]xL jif{ d"ntM s] ug{ x'g] / s] ug{ 
gx'g] eGg] bf]wf/df lyP . blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglw / :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] If]qflwsf/af/] 
a'‰g g} pgLx?nfO{ lgs} ;do nfUof] . csf]{lt/ pgLx?n] u}/blnt ;d'bfoaf6 klg 
kof{Kt ;xof]u kfpg ;s]gg\ . olt dfq} xf]Og, blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwn] lkt[;Qf / 
hftJoj:yfdf cfwfl/t ;fdflhs ;+/rgflj¿4 klg lg/Gt/ ;+3if{ ul//xg' k¥of] . o;sf 
;fy} ;dfh / /fhgLlts bndf /x]sf] lje]bsf/L zlQm–;DaGwsf sf/0f pgLx?n] :yfgLo 
txsf] k|d'v / dxTjk"0f{ kbsf] lhDd]jf/L kfpg ;s]gg\ . To;sf/0f klg ;d'bfosf 
nflu cfjZos 7f]; gLlt / sfo{qmd aGg ;s]g . o;/L :yfgLo lgsfodf lgjf{lrt 
blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwnfO{ ;xh 9ª\un] sfd ug{ ;Sg] jftfj/0f agfOPg eg] 
:yfgLo txdf klg /fhgLlts alx:s/0fn] lg/Gt/tf kfpg] vt/f sfod} 5 . 

lgisif{

@)&$ df ;DkGg :yfgLo txsf] lgjf{rgn] Oltxf;d} klxnf] k6s lgs} 7"nf] ;+Vofdf 
blnt dlxnfnfO{ :yfgLo txdf lgjf{lrt u¥of] . o;sf ;fy} pgLx?n] :yfgLo 
sfof{kflnsfdf ;d]t k|ltlglwTj ug]{ cj;/ kfP . lautsf kfFrjif{df blnt dlxnf 
hgk|ltlglwn] cfgf] /fhgLlts g]t[Tjsf] ljsf; u/]sf 5g\ eg] cfTdljZjf; ;d]t 
a9fPsf 5g\ . pgLx?sf] /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTjn] blnt ;d'bfosf] ;fdflhs–/fhgLlts 
x}l;otdf ;d]t s]xL dfqfdf kl/jt{g Nofpg ;xof]u k'¥ofPsf] 5 . oBlk, blnt 
dlxnf hgk|ltlglwn] :yfgLo txdf ef]Ug' k/]sf cg]sf}+ ;d:of cem}+ afFsL g} 5g\ . 

g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfgn] blnt ;d'bfosf] ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjnfO{ df}lns xsd} 
;'lglZrt u/]sf] 5 . oBlk, nfdf] ;do;Dd zf;g ;Qfdf /x]sf s"nLg ju{sf 
s]xL dflg;n] blnt dlxnfn] sfd ug{ ;s]gg\ / clxn]sf] k|ltlglwTjn] tflTjs 
leGgtf Nofpg ;s]g eGg] gsf/fTds efio ha/h:tL lgdf{0f ug]{ sf]lzz u/]sf 
5g\ . t/, pgLx?n] lsg k|efjsf/L sfd ug{ ;s]gg\ eGg] tYosf] vf]hL ul/g'k5{ . 
pgLx?nfO{ ;+ljwfg / sfg'gn] lbPsf] lhDd]jf/L k"/f ug{sf nflu ;xh jftfj/0f 
pknAw lyof] ls lyPg eg]/ x]g{ h¿/L 5 . jf:tjdf, g]kfn ;+3Lo zf;g k|0ffnLdf 
k|j]z u/]kl5sf] of] klxnf] lgjf{rg lyof] . To;sf/0f :yfgLo ;/sf/ ;~rfngsf 
;DaGwdf pgLx?nfO{ kof{Kt 1fg lyPg . o;}u/L :yfgLo txsf] d'Vo g]t[Tjdf blnt 
;d'bfosf] k|ltlglwTj lyPg eg] blnt dlxnfsf] k|ltlglwTj cToGt} Go"g dfqfdf lyof] . 
csf]{lt/ blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwsf] ;du| /fhgLlts IfdtfnfO{ ;zQm agfpgsf 
g]t[Tj Ifdtf k'u]sf] 5}g . To;}n] pgLx?sf] Ifdtf clej[l4 ug{ cToGt} cfjZos 
lyof] . ;xh / ;xof]uL jftfj/0f lagf blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglwn] k|efjsf/L sfd ug{ 
;Sg] cj:yf lyPg . o:tf] cj:ydf blnt dlxnfsf] k|efjsf/L k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt 
ug{sf nflu tn pNn]lvt ljifonfO{ Wofg lbg h¿/L 5 M 
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undoubtedly be able to further shoulder an even greater role in the area of 

democratic reform. Therefore, incorrect social prejudice towards Dalit women 

as elected representatives needs to change.

3.	 Elected Dalit representatives are being subjected to discrimination based on 

the practice of ‘untouchability’. Therefore, municipalities need to commit 

themselves to ending such discrimination. As Dalit representatives also 

suffer from significant financial hardship, as a result, they are unable to 

engage in politics. That is why municipalities need to develop concrete 

action plans to ensure a more favorable environment is created for them to 

participate in politics. 

4.	 To strengthen Dalit women’s situation at the local level, the community 

needs to be made more politically aware and active. In particular, they 

should be given political knowledge and strength so that they can 

independently campaign for their democratic rights. In this regard, the 

role of political parties, government agencies as well as the family are 

important for a Dalit woman to be able to better develop their political 

leadership capacities.

!= 	:yfgLo txdf lgjf{lrt blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlgn] ;/sf/ ;~rfng;DaGwL 1fg k|fKt 
ul/;s]sf 5g\ eg] ;/sf/sf] g]t[Tj ug]{ cfTdljZjf; lgs} klg a9]sf] 5 . pgLx?n] 
gful/s;Fu cToGt} glhs /x]/ sfd u/]sf 5g\, blnt / dlxnfsf ;jfndf ;s];Dd 
k|efjsf/L sfd ug]{ sf]lzz u/]sf 5g\ . pgLx?n] lautdf u/]sf hg;/f]sf/sf 
sfdnfO{ lg/Gt/tf lbOg'k5{ . o;n] eljiodf blnt dlxnfnfO{ cGo lgjf{rgdf klg 
k|ltlglwsf ?kdf lgjf{lrt x'g] ;Defjgf a9fpF5 . 

@= 	;dfj]zL nf]stGqsf] l;4fGtlj/f]wL zlQm blntdfly lg/Gt/ vlgFb} cfO/x]sf] 5 . 
To:tf] Pp6f ;d"xn] blnt dlxnfn] cGo ;d'bfosf dlxnfsf t'ngfdf sfd ug{ 
;s]gg\ eGg] unt efio ha/h:tL lgdf{0f ug{ vf]lh/x]sf 5g\ . jf:tjdf, blnt 
dlxnf ;b:on] cj;/ kfPsf] v08df /fd|/L sfd ug{ ;S5g\ eGg] y'k|} pbfx/0f 
5g\ . lautdf pgLx?n] sltko :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] sfo{sf/L cWoIf, sfo{kflnsf 
;b:o / j8f ;b:osf] ?kdf lgs} dxTjk"0f{ sfd u/]sf cg'ej 5 . To;}n] 
pgLx?nfO{ yk ;zlQms/0f ul/of] / cj;/ k|bfg ul/of] eg] lg;Gb]x pgLx?n] 
g]kfnsf] nf]stflGqs k'g;{+/rgfsf nflu cem dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng ;Sg]5g\ . 
To;sf/0f blnt dlxnflj¿4 tof/ kfl/Psf unt ;fdflhs k"jf{u|xsf] cGTo ug{ 
h¿/L 5 . 

#= 	:yfgLo txdf lgjf{lrt blnt ;d'bfosf hgk|ltlglwn] ;d]t 5'jf5"t–e]befj ef]Ug 
afWo 5g\ . To;sf/0f :yfgLo ;/sf/n] blntdfly eO/x]sf] o:tf] lje]bsf] k"0f{?kdf 
cGTo ug'{k5{ . o;sf ;fy} clwsf+z blnt dlxnf hgk|ltlglw cfly{s?kdf lgs} 
;d:ofdf 5g\ . To;}n] pgLx? /fhgLltdf ;lqmo?kdf ;dfj]z x'g ;ls/x]sf 
5}gg\ . To;}n] pgLx?nfO{ ;xh x'g] /fhgLlts jftfj/0f lgdf{0fsf nflu klg 
:yfgLo ;/sf/n] 7f]; sfo{of]hgf g} agfpg cfjZos 5 . 

$= 	:yfgLo txsf blnt dlxnfsf] cj:yf ;zQm kfg{ /fhgLlts?kdf ;r]t / ;zQm 
agfpg cfjZos 5 . ljz]ifu/L pgLx?nfO{ blnt dlxnfsf] nf]stflGqs clwsf/ 
k|flKtsf] cleofg ;~rfng ug{ cfjZos /fhgLlts 1fg k|bfg ul/g'k5{ . o;/L 
blnt dlxnfn] cfgf] /fhgLlts g]t[Tj / Ifdtf ljsf;sf nflu /fhgLlts bn, 
/fHo / kl/jf/sf] ;xof]u klg lgs} dxTjk"0f{ x'G5 . 

kfb l6Kk0fL
1	 ljZjsdf{, h]aL . @)&* . :yfgLo lgsfodf blnt dlxnf k|ltlglwsf] e"ldsf / r'gf}tL  -cWoog  

k|ltj]bg_ . nlntk'/M blnt dlxnf ;+3 .  

2	 pxL .

Endnotes
1	 Biswokarma, J.B. (2021). Roles and Challenges of Dalit Women Representatives in Local Level 

(Study Report). Dalit Mahila Sangh (Feminist Dalit Organization). Lalitpur. Nepal.
2 	 Ibid.
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Introduction 

The Dalit communities are settled in the hill and Terai regions of Nepal and 

has historically been discriminated against based on region, caste and class. 

In particular, it has been observed that Madheshi Dalits have been politically 

excluded, and as a result have lower representation in political parties and 

the state. Hence, the Madheshi Dalit community are the poorest of the poor. 

For example, according to the 2011 Living Standard Survey, conducted by the 

Central Bureau of Statistics, 39.2 percent of this community were forced to 

live below the poverty line, whereas the national average was 25.2 percent. 

Historically, the state has prevented this community from holding land in their 

own name and have been systematically excluded from receiving an education, 

being forced instead to engage in exploitative labor-relations. In addition, 

caste-based discrimination and practices of ‘untouchability’ also remain 

rampant. Consequently, this community has been unable to gain senior level 

representation in political parties, also because political parties fail to recognize 

them as leaders. Certainly, there has been no serious debate in political parties 

on policies to develop the leadership of this community. Therefore, this article 

aims to discuss the political representation of Madheshi Dalits in political parties 

as well as the ways to increase their representation at the decision-making level. 

Madheshi Dalit political representation 

Although the Terai-Madhesh region includes a large population of the Dalit 

community, their representation within political parties is very weak. For 

example, during its party convention held in December 2021, the NC selected 

134 central committee members without any representation from this 

community. Similarly, the CPN-UML convention in December, elected four 

members of this community out of a 301 strong central committee. With regard 

Madheshi Dalit 
Representation in 
Politics
n Sona Khatik

kl/ro 

g]kfndf kxf8 / dw]; b'j} ef}uf]lns If]qdf blnt ;d'bfosf] a;f]af; /x]sf] 5 . ljz]if 
u/L dw];df a;f]af; ug]{ blntnfO{ P]ltxfl;s?kdf If]q, hft / ju{sf] cfwf/df lje]b 
ul/Fb} cfPsf] 5 . ljz]ifu/L, dw];L blntnfO{ /fhgLlts alxis/0f ul/Psf] x'gfn] 
/fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHo b'j}df pgLx?sf] k|ltlglwTj cToGt} Go"g 5 . To;}n] dw];L 
wwblnt lakGgdWo] klg ;a}eGbf lakGg cj:yfdf 5g\ . pbfx/0fsf] nflu @)^* df 
s]lGb|o tYofª\s ljefun] u/]sf] hLjg:t/ ;j]{If0fcg';f/ #*=@ k|ltzt dw];L blnt 
ul/aLsf] /]vfd'gL afFRg ljjz lyP hasL Tolta]nf ul/aLsf] /]vfd'gL /xg] JolQmsf] 
/fli6«o cg'kft @%=@ k|ltzt dfq} lyof] . P]ltxfl;s?kdf /fHon] of] ;d'bfonfO{ hldgsf] 
:jfldTjaf6 lgof]lht?kdf al~rt u/]sf] lyof] . pgLx?nfO{ of]hgfa4 tl/sfn] lzIffaf6 
al~rt ub}{ zf]if0fd'ns >d–;DaGwdf /xg afWo kfl/Psf] lyof] . o;sf ;fy} hftLo 
lje]b / …5'jf5"tÚ ;d]t bflnPsf] lyof], h'g lje]bsf/L cEof; clxn] klg JofKt 5 . 
o;}sf] kl/0ffd:j?k dw];L blntn] /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] pRr :yfgdf slxNo} k|ltlglwTj 
kfpg ;s]sf 5}gg\ eg] /fhgLlts kf6L{ klg pgLx?nfO{ g]tfsf] ?kdf :jLsf/ ug{ 
tof/ b]lvFb}g . lglZrt ?kdf g} eGg ;lsG5 ls /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] dw];L blntsf] 
g]t[Tj ljsf; ug{sf nflu s'g} gLlt agfPsf] 5}gg\ eg] o; ;Gbe{df uDeL/ ax; ;d]t 
x'g] u/]sf 5}gg\ . To;}n] o; n]vn] /fhgLlts kf6L{x?df dw];L blntsf] /fhgLlts 
k|ltlglwTjsf] cj:yf / kf6L{sf] lg0f{o ug]{ txdf pgLx?sf] k|ltlglwTj a9fpg] ljlwaf/] 
5nkmn ug]{ p2]Zo /fv]sf] 5 . 

dw];L blntsf] /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj 

g]kfnsf] t/fO{÷dw];df blnt ;d'bfosf] 7"nf] hg;+Vof 5 . t/ klg /fhgLlts kf6L{df 
pgLx?sf] k|ltlglwTj cToGt} sdhf]/ 5 . pbfx/0fsf] nflu @)&* d+l;/df g]kfnL 
sf+u|];n] dxflwj]zg ;DkGg eof] . pQm dxflwj]zgdf kbflwsf/L;lxt !#$ ;b:oLo 
s]lGb|o ;ldlt ;b:o 5gf}6 eof . t/, sf+u|];n] Pshgf klg dw];L blntnfO{ s]lGb|o 
;ldltdf ;dfj]z u/]sf] 5}g . o;}u/L g]skf -Pdfn]_n] @)&* d+l;/df ;DkGg u/]sf] 
dxflwj]zgaf6 u7g u/]sf #)! ;b:oLo s]lGb|o ;ldltdf hDdf rf/hgf dfq} dw];L 

n ;f]gf vl6s

/fhgLltdf 
dw];L blntsf] 
k|ltlglwTj
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to the CPN-MC, in January this year, they selected their 299-member central 

committee, out of which only one was a Madheshi Dalit. Furthermore, where 

Dalit representatives were selected as central committee members, they mostly 

represented the hill regions. Though, overall, political parties have chosen few 

Dalits in the policy making processes, overlooking the challenges faced by this 

community. Likewise, only three members from the Madheshi Dalit community 

are represented in the federal parliament while at the provincial level, there 

is only seven provincial assembly members (one in Province one and six in 

Madhesh Province). Moreover, in the 2017 municipal elections, the Madheshi 

Dalit won two mayoral seats, eight deputy mayorships, 76 ward chairs and 

249 ward member posts. However, no one from this community is represented 

in either federal or provincial government. All of this analysis would suggest 

that the major political parties remain reluctant in terms of making their party 

structures more inclusive.

The political exclusion of the Madheshi Dalit community 

There are various reasons why the Dalit community remained excluded within 

political parties and why it continues to be so. Though the political leaderships 

mindset and approach could be blamed for the low representation of Dalits in 

the political sphere, following points further define the present situation:

1.	 Although the Constitution has ensured that this community has the right to 

proportional representation in political parties as well as the state, political 

parties, while accepting these provisions in principle, have nevertheless 

not been successful in terms of implementation, especially in regard to 

the Madheshi Dalit community who seem to have been totally ignored. 

Political parties have not been able to establish a conducive environment 

for them to engage and have not developed policies or programs to combat 

the multiple levels of discrimination faced by this community. No surprise, 

therefore, that this community is less willing to engage with political parties 

to obtain their fundamental rights. In addition, as caste-based discrimination 

and untouchability are rampant across society, the non-Dalit community 

is clearly not ready to accept persons from this community within the 

senior leadership  of the main parties. Extreme levels of poverty is another 

major hurdle for Madheshi Dalits to engage heavily in political parties. The 

livelihood of most of the Madheshi Dalit is based on the labor-work. Thus, it 

is hard for them to afford sufficient time for in party activities. 

2.	 Insecurity of the non-Dalit community, on the other hand, specifically in 

terms of losing power and influence within the political parties  by including 

Dalit leaders, is another reason why Dalit leadership has so far been unable 

blntsf] k|ltlglwTj 5 . o;}u/L oxL @)&* s} k'ifdf ;DkGg g]skf -dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_sf] 
dxflwj]zgn] @(( ;b:osf] s]lGb|o ;ldlt u7g u¥of] . t/ hDdfhDdL Pshgf dw];L 
blntnfO{ s]lGb|o ;ldltdf ;dfj]z u¥of] . olt dfq} xf]Og, s]lGb|o ;ldlt ;b:odf 
5gf}6 ul/Psf blnt ;d'bfoleq klg clwsf+z kxf8L blnts} jr{Zj /x]sf] 5 . ;du|df 
g]kfnsf /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] s]xL blntnfO{ lg0ff{os txdf ;dfj]z u/]sf] eP klg 
pgLx?n] dw];L blntn] ef]u]sf r'gf}tLnfO{ gh/cGbfh ub}{ cfPsf] b]lvG5 . o;}u/L 
;+3Lo ;+;b xf];\ jf k|b]z;ef, dw];L blntsf] k|ltlglwTj cToGt} Go"g dfqfdf 5 . 
;+3Lo ;+;bdf tLghgf dw];L blntsf] k|ltlglwTj /x]sf] 5 eg] ;ftcf]6f k|b]z;efdWo] 
k|b]z ! df Pshgf / dw]; k|b]zdf 5hgf u/L hDdf ;fthgf dfq} k|b]z;ef ;b:o 
5g\ . @)&$ sf] :yfgLo tx lgjf{rgdf b'O{hgf k|d'v / * hgf pk–k|d'vsf ;fy} &^ 
hgf j8f cWoIf / @$( hgf j8f ;b:osf ?kdf dw];L blnt lgjf{lrt ePsf lyP . 
t/, :yfgLo ;/sf/df s]xL dfqfdf eP klg k|b]z / ;+3Lo ;/sf/df dw];L blntsf]] 
k|ltlglwTj 5}g . oL ;a} tYosf] ljZn]if0fsf cfwf/df g]kfnsf k|d'v /fhgLlts kf6L{x? 
kf6L{sf] ;+/rgfsf ;fy} ;/sf/df klg dw];L blntnfO{ ;xh} ;dfj]z ug{ ¿rfpFb}gg\  
eGg] b]vfpFb5 . 

dw];L blnt / /fhgLlts alx:s/0f

/fhgLlts kf6L{n] ;+u7gfTds ;+/rgfdf blnt ;d'bfonfO{ lsg alxis/0f u5{g\ / 
lsg o;n] lg/Gt/tf kfO/x]sf] 5 eg]/ x]bf{ o;sf ljleGg sf/0f b]lvG5g\ . ljz]ifu/L 
/fhgLlts kf6L{df blnt k|ltlglwTj sd x'g'sf] d'Vo sf/0f /fhgLlts g]t[Tjsf] ;f]r / 
k4tLnfO{ dfGg ;lsG5 . jt{dfg kl/j]zdf kf6L{df blnt alx:s/0f x'g'sf sf/0faf/] oxfF 
;+lIfKtdf rrf{ ul/Psf] 5 M 

!=	 ;+ljwfgn] blntnfO{ /fhgLlts kf6L{sf ;fy} /fHodf ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] xs 
x'g] ;'lglZrt ul/lbPsf] 5 . /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] ;}4flGts?kdf of] Joj:yfnfO{ 
:jLsf/ klg u/]sf 5g\ t/ sfof{Gjogsf] ;jfndf eg] kf6L{x? ;kmn x'g ;s]sf 
5}gg\ . blnt ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] s'/f ubf{ ljz]ifu/L dw];L blnt ;d'bfonfO{ k"0f{?kdf 
a]jf:tf ul/Psf] 5 . To;}n] dw];L blnt cfgf] g};lu{s clwsf/ k|of]u ug{sf 
nflu ;d]t /fhgLlts kf6L{df cfa4 x'g rflx/x]sf 5}gg\ . o:tf] kl/j]zsf sf/0f 
dw];L blnt kf6L{df lqmofzLn x'g grfx]sf x'g . o;}u/L ;dfhdf JofKt hftLo 
lje]b / 5'jf5"tsf] cEof;sf sf/0f u}/blnt ;d'bfo kf6L{df blnt g]t[Tj :jLsf/ 
ug{ tof/ 5}g . o:tf sf/0fn] klg dw];L blnt /fhgLlts kf6L{ kf6L{df cfa4 x'g] 
/ ;lqmotfk"j{s nfUg ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ . o;sf ;fy} ul/aLsf sf/0f klg pgLx? 
;lqmo /fhgLltdf cfa4 x'g ;s]sf 5}gg\ . /fhgLlts g]t[Tj ljsf;sf] csf]{ afwf 
eg]sf] r/d ul/aL klg xf] . clwsf+z dw];L blntsf] hLjgofkgsf nflu zf/Ll/s 
>ddf ;+nUg 5g\ . To;sf/0f pgLx? kf6L{sf ultljlwdf ;d]t ;do lbg ;Sb}gg\ . 

@=	 dw];L blnt /fhgLlts g]t[Tjaf6 alx:s/0fdf kfl/g'sf] csf]{ sf/0f k|e'TjzfnL ju{n] 
;Qf / k|efj u'dfpg' k5{ eGg] ;f]+r klg xf] . kf6L{df blntnfO{ g]t[Tj lbOof] eg] 
/fhgLlts?kdf c;'/lIft eOG5 eGg] ;f]+r u}/blnt / anzfnL ju{df 5 . o;n] 
klg blntnfO{ /fhgLlts g]t[Tj ;xh} lbO{+b}g . To;sf/0f pgLx? g]t[Tjsf ?kdf 
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to flourish politically. It is self-evident that political parties do not seem ready 

to provide space to the Madheshi Dalit in  leadership positions. The principle 

of proportional representation also has been ignored by the political parties 

while they are forming party committees. It also has become a barrier 

to the Madheshi Dalit to make a strong intervention o  n their issues in the 

political parties.

3.	 One of the key reasons why political party leaders do engage with this 

community is to ‘bank’ votes for their party at election time, rather than 

helping to resolve issues facing this community or helping them rise into 

leadership roles. 

4.	 As elections become more expensive, the poverty stricken Madheshi Dalits 

are unable to challenge the political parties due to their weak economic 

status. Pushed into a life of poverty, they are unable to move ahead 

politically as, after all, for someone forced to live under the poverty line 

cannot be expected to spend millions to represent their own community. For 

this reason, they have been unable to rise up the political ladder.

5.	 Madheshi Dalit women face even more exclusion  when it comes to holding 

higher party office. Should political parties be willing to establish Madheshi 

Dalits in leadership roles, including women, then opportunities for this 

community to reach higher office will grow. However, as it stands, such a 

practice is not being implemented in reality. 

Possible areas for reform

To effectively push against the current political, social and economic barriers, 

political parties, the following areas could be further developed to ensure higher 

representation of the Madheshi Dalits within all three tiers of the government:

1.	 Political parties have not prioritized issues and challenges of the Madheshi 

Dalit community and the Madheshi and Dalit quotas have not been 

implemented effectively. Hence, their political representation in political 

parties and different structures of the state need to increase. An increase in 

their representation will then create a more favorable environment to run for 

higher positions. Thus, political parties must prioritize the key agendas of the 

Madheshi Dalit community and develop concrete strategies to deal with their 

problems and build their political leadership capacities. 

2.	 Political parties need to develop policies and provisions to ensure the 

effective proportional representation of this community. Similarly, the 

:yflkt x'g ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ . csf]{lt/ /fhgLlts bnsf] g]t[Tj klg dw];L blntnfO{ 
g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf lbg tof/ 5}gg\ . To;sf/0f dw];L blnt /fhgLlts kf6L{df :jtM 
alx:s[t x'g] cj:yf l;h{gf ePsf] 5 . o;}u/L /fhgLlts kf6L{n] ljleGg ;ldlt 
u7g ubf{ ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] l;4fGtsf cfwf/df ;a}nfO{ ;d]6\g' kg]{ xf] . 
t/, o;/L ;ldlt u7g ubf{ klg dw];L blntnfO{ gh/cGbfh ul/Fb} cfPsf] 5 . 
o:tf] kl/l:yltdf dw];L blntn] /fhgLlts kf6L{df cfgf] ;jfn x:tIf]ksf/L 9ª\un] 
/fVg afwf pTkGg ePsf] 5 . 

#=	 /fhgLlts kf6L{x? dw];L blntn] ef]lu/x]sf ;d:of jf ;/f]sf/ ;dfwfg jf ;Daf]wg 
ug{ dw];L blnt;Dd k'Ug] u/]sf] b]lvFb}g . pgLx? s]an cfgf] g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf 
a9fpg ;xof]u k'Ug] ePsf sf/0f dfq} dw];L blntsf] ;Dks{df k'U5g\ . ljz]ifu/L 
/fhgLlts kf6L{x? lgjf{rgsf] ;dodf dw];L blntnfO{ …ef]6 a}+sÚ agfpg rfxG5g\, 
To;}n] pgLx? dw];L blntsf] ;Dks{df k'Ug] u5{g\ .

$=	 g]kfndf lgjf{rg lgs} vlr{nf] x'Fb} uO/x]sf] 5 . o:tf] cj:yfdf u/Llasf] 
df/df /x]sf dw];L blntn] lgjf{rgdf ;xefuL x'g ;Sb}gg\ . sdhf]/ cfly{s 
x}l;ots} sf/0f pgLx? /fhgLlts kf6L{nfO{ r'gf}tL lbP/ cj;/ lng 
;Sb}gg\ . r/d ul/aL;Fu d'sflanf ul//x]sf dw];L blntn] lgjf{rgdf ;xefuLtfsf 
nflu w]/} 7"nf] /sd vr{ ug{ ;Sb}gg\ . To;}n] /fhgLlts?kdf cufl8 a9\g 
pgLx?nfO{ ;xh 5}g . ljz]ifu/L cfly{s ;d:ofsf sf/0fn] klg pgLx? /fhgLlts 
ofqfdf cufl8 a9\g ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ .

%=	 /fhgLlts kf6L{leq kb k|fKt ug]{ ;jfndf dw];L blnt dlxnfn] emg\ a9L 
alxis/0fdf 5g\ . /fhgLlts kf6L{n] dw];L blnt dlxnfnfO{ kf6L{sf] g]t[TjbfoL 
e"ldsfdf :yflkt u/fpg rfx]sf] v08df pgLx? kf6L{ g]t[Tjsf] ?kdf :yflkt x'g 
;S5g\ . t/, /fhgLlts kf6L{x? o:tf] k|oTg ug]{ dgl:yltdf ;d]t b]lvFb}gg . 
jf:tjdf kf6L{x? dw];L blnt dlxnfsf] g]t[Tj :yflkt ug{ vf;} ¿lr /fVb}gg\ eGg] 
:ki6 b]lvPs} 5 .

;'wf/sf nflu ;Defljt If]q

dw];L blntsf] /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj a9fpgsf nflu d"ntM dw];L blntn] ef]lu/x]sf 
/fhgLlts, ;fdflhs / cfly{s afwf kG5fpg' k5{ . o;}u/L /fhgLlts kf6L{;Fusf] 
;+3if{nfO{ k|efjsf/L agfpFb} n}hfg' k5{ eg] tLg} txdf ;/sf/df dw];L blntsf] 
k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt ul/g'k5{ . dw];L blntdflysf] alx:s/0fsf] cGTo ub}{ k|ltlglwTj 
;'wf/sf nflu ug{ ;lsg] s]xL ;'wf/sf ljlwaf/] oxfF rrf{ ul/Psf] 5 M 

!=	 /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] dw];L blntsf] ;jfn / pgLx?n] ef]lu/sf] r'gf}tL ;dfwfg 
ug]{ s'/f k|fyldstfdf /fv]sf 5}gg\ . pbfx/0fsf nflu dw];L jf blnt sf]6fdf 
dw];L blnt kg]{ u/]sf 5}gg\ . tL b'j} sf]6fdf dw];L blntn] cToGt} sd dfqfdf 
k|ltlglwTj ug{ kfPsf 5g\ . t;y{, /fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHosf ljleGg ;+/rgfdf 
pgLx?sf] /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj a9fpg] gLltut Joj:yf ul/g' k5{ . o;n] dw];L 
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principle of proportional inclusion and its norms need to be well placed 

throughout all party policies. The effective implementation of proportional 

inclusion will help to provide much-needed representation for these 

communities. This will further enable persons from the community to rise 

politically within their parties and represent their community. Madheshi Dalits 

have been demanding that proportional representation is ensured in all 

sectors of the state. 

3.	 Political wings formed within the party to support the Dalit community 

also have a poor representation of  Madheshi Dalits. In particular, political 

Dalit wings established for the Dalit community, should not be limited to hill 

Dalit, and needs to play a more influential role in assigning responsibilities, 

together with the Madheshi Dalit community. The right to proportional 

representation should be applied throughout the Dalit community, which will 

then create political space for the Madheshi Dalit community as well.

4.	 The Madheshi Dalit community need to continue to campaign to achieve 

their constitutional and legally conferred rights. Exclusion against the 

community will continue until they strategically raise their issues and 

concerns with the leadership of political parties. Therefore, it is necessary 

for the leadership of the Madheshi Dalit community to more effectively 

campaign on behalf of those they represent to ensure representation of their 

community, both within political parties and across the state system.

Conclusion 

The Dalit community, in general, has faced political exclusion, deprivation from 

economic opportunities, and extreme levels of discrimination based on their 

caste. In particular, the Madheshi Dalits have faced a higher level of exclusion 

and discrimination in comparison to the hill Dalits, while also struggling against 

linguistic and geographic domination as most of them reside in Madhesh and 

Lumbini Provinces, and speak specific local languages. 

Such multi-dimensional discrimination and exclusion must end for Madheshi 

Dalits to live a dignified life. In particular, political parties need to push for special 

provisions and policies for Dalits and Madheshi Dalits, and also be responsible 

for developing a new political culture, one that accepts everyone as ‘Nepali’, who 

can safely practice their fundamental rights with dignity as per the spirit of the 

Constitution. Furthermore, party leaders need to deliver on the promises made 

to the Madheshi Dalit community in regard to enjoying a free and fair society, 

without discrimination and hatred. Similarly, the Dalit rights organizations also 

blntsf] /fhgLlts kf6L{sf pRr kbdf n8\g ;Sg] plrt jftfj/0f l;h{gf ug]{5 . 
o;}u/L /fhgLlts kf6L{n] dw];L blntsf cfwf/e"t ;jfnnfO{ k|fyldstf lbg'k5{ eg] 
pgLx?sf ;d:of xn ug{] 7f]; /0fgLltsf] klg ljsf; ug'{k5{ . o:tf] /0fgLltsf] 
sfof{Gjogn] dw];L blntsf] /fhgLlts g]t[Tj ug]{ Ifdtfsf] lgdf{0f ug{ ;3fpF5 . 

@=	 /fhgLlts kf6L{n] of] ;d'bfosf] ;dfg'kflts / k|efjsf/L k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrttf 
ug]{ gLlt / k|fjwfg lgdf{0f ug'{k5{ . o;}u/L ;dfg'kflts ;dfj]zL l;4fGt / 
o;sf dfGotfnfO{ kf6L{sf ;a} gLltdf ;dfj]z ul/g'k5{ . lsgeg] ;dfg'kflts 
;dfj]lztfsf] k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjogn] dfq} dw];L blntn] kf6L{sf dxTjk"0f{ 
kbdf k|ltlglwTj ug]{ df}sf kfpg ;S5g\ . o;sf ;fy} pgLx? cfa4 ePsf 
kf6L{n] dw];L blntnfO{ /fhgLlts?kdf cufl8 a9fpg / ;d'bfosf] k|ltlglwTj ug{ 
;Sg] agfpg klg ;3fpF5 . plt dfq} xf]Og, dw];L blntn] /fHosf ;a} cª\udf 
;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] dfu ul//x]sf 5g\, of] d'2fnfO{ klg /fhgLlts kf6L{n] 
;Daf]wg ug'{k5{ .

#=	 kf6L{leq u7g ul/Psf ljleGg /fhgLlts ;+u7gdf klg dw];L blntsf] k|ltlglwTj 
sdhf]/ 5 . ljz]ifu/L kf6L{sf] blnt eft[;+u7gdf kxf8L blntsf] dfq} jr{Zj 
/x]sf] 5 . o:tf ;+u7g lgdf{0f ubf{ dw];L blntnfO{ klg clgjfo{ ?kdf ;dfj]z 
ul/g'k5{ eg] lhDd]jf/Lsf] afF8kmfF8 ubf{ klg dw];L blntnfO{ ;dfg'kflts lx:;]bf/L 
lbOg'k5{ . olt dfq} xf]Og, blntn] bfaL ug]{ jf k|fKt ug]{ /fhgLlts cj;/sf 
kbx?df klg kxf8L / dw];L blntn] ;dfg'kflts clwsf/sf] k|of]u ug{ kfpg' k5{ . 

$=	 dw];L blntn] ;+j}wflgs / sfg'g k|bQ clwsf/ k|flKtsf] cleofgnfO{ lg/Gt/tf 
lbg'k5{ . of] ;d'bfon] cfgf] ;jfn / ;/f]sf/ /fhgLlts kf6L{sf g]t[Tj;Fu 
/0fgLlts?kdf p7fpg' k5{ . o;/L /fhgLlts?kdf dw];L blntsf d'2f 
gp7fpFbf;Dd pgLx?dflysf] alxis/0fn] lg/Gt/tf kfpg]5 . To;}n] /fhgLlts 
kf6L{ / /fHosf ;a} ;+oGqdf dw];L blntsf] k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt ug{ dw];L blnt 
;d'bfosf g]t[Tjn] ;zQm / k|efjzfnL cleofg ;~rfng ug{ cfjZos 5 .

lgisif{ 

blnt ;d'bfon] /fhgLlts alxis/0f, cfly{s cj;/af6 al~rlts/0f / b}lgs?kdf 
hfts} cfwf/df r/d lje]b ef]lu/x]sf 5g\ . ljz]ifu/L kxf8L blntn] eGbf dw];L 
blntn] t'ngfTds?kdf r/d lje]b / alxis/0fsf] ;fdgf ul//x]sf 5g\ . clwsf+z 
dw];L blnt dw]; / n'lDagL k|b]zdf a;f]af; u5{g\ . pgLx?sf] cfg} efiff / ;+:s[lt 
5 . To;}n] hftLo / juL{o cfwf/df dfq} xf]Og, eflifs, ;f+:s[lts / If]qLo cfwf/df 
klg lje]bdf kfl/Psf sf/0f o:tf lje]b / lyrf]ldrf]lj¿4 ;d]t ;+3if{ ul//x]sf 5g\ . 

dw];L blntn] cfTd;Ddfgk"0f{ hLjg lhpgsf] nflu ax'–cfoflds lje]bsf] ;fdgf 
ul//x]sf 5g\ eg] ;a}lt/ alxis/0fdf kfl/Psf 5g\ . pgLx?dflysf o:tf] lje]bsf] cGTo 
x'g'k5{ . ljz]ifu/L /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt / dw];L blnt b'j}sf] clwsf/ :yflkt ug{ 
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need to come together as one with a common voice and objective, raising 

issues and challenges faced by the community, and strategically placing 

themselves within political parties to make their voices better heard. Such an 

approach will not only amplify their standing on a national platform, but will 

also support in increasing Madheshi Dalit participation within political parties 

and the state.

cfjZos ljz]if gLltut Joj:yf ug{ hf]8 lbg'k5{ . o;}u/L ;a}nfO{ ;dfg …g]kfnLÚsf] 
?kdf :jLsf/ jftf/0f lgdf{0f ug'{k5{ . ;a}n] ;+j}wflgs dd{cg';f/ g};lu{s clwsf/sf] 
cEof; ug]{ / cfTd;Ddfgsf ;fy qf;, 8/ jf wDsLlagf k|of]u ug{ kfpg] /fhgLlts 
Joj:yf ul/g'k5{ . o;sf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{n] klg ;f]xL lsl;dsf] /fhgLlts k|0ffnL 
/ ;+:sf/sf] ljsf; ug{ lhDd]jf/ x'g'k5{ . o;sf ;fy} /fhgLlts kf6L{sf g]tfx?n] 
dw];L blnt;Fu lautb]lv x'Fb} cfPsf] lje]b / 3[0ffsf] cGTo ub}{ ;dfgtf, :jtGq / 
Goflosdf cfwfl/t ;dfh lgdf{0f ug{ lautdf u/]sf jfrf k"/f ug{'k5{ . o;}u/L blnt 
clwsf/sf If]qdf lqmofzLn ;+:yfn] klg PsLs[t?kdf cfjfh p7fpg' k5{ . dw];L 
blntn] ef]u]sf ;d:of / r'gf}tL ;zQm?kdf p7fpFb} /fhgLlts kf6L{df tL ;/f]sf/nfO{ 
k|fyldsLs/0f ug{ / ;Daf]wg ug{sf nflu plrt /0fgLlts lng bafa lbg'k5{ . o;/L 
dw];L blntsf ;jfnnfO{ /fli6«o:t/d} ;zQm?kdf p7fpg ;s]sf] v08df To;n] 
/fhgLlts kf6L{ / /fHodf dw];L blntsf] ;xeflutf a9fpg klg ;xof]u ug]{5 .
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Introduction 

The main political forces in a democratic state are political parties, whose 

leadership identifies core public concerns and develops the necessary policies to 

address them. This is why the participation of Dalits in the leadership of political 

parties is pivotal as only then will they be able to enter the sphere of parliament 

and government, and formulate policies to end the discrimination faced by their 

community. Their representation in key decision-making positions can play a vital 

role in formulating party’s policy and programs to resolve the problems they face. 

Over the last six-months, the CPN-UML, NC, CPN-MC and Rastriya Prajatantra 

Party (RPP) have all completed their respective party conventions with almost 

all of them re-electing their current leaders. While these activities are an 

opportunity to assess the political situation, each event seemed to simply 

go through the usual formalities. For example, key strategic documents were 

approved without any real debate, with many long-standing policy issues not 

even raised, including to do with the inclusion of marginalized groups. While each 

party has ensured the principle of proportional representation as stated in the 

Constitution, they have nevertheless failed to elect their leaders on the basis of 

this principle. Although they have attempted to make themselves more inclusive, 

in reality, they have not become inclusive in a way that would transform internal 

power-relations. Despite comprising 13 percent of the population, the Dalit 

community remains politically under-represented. Hence, this article will assess 

the level of inclusion practiced by political parties.

The difference between acceptance in theory and practice 

Almost all political parties have accepted the principle of inclusion and 

the proportional representation of all communities, as ensured in the 2015 

The Continuous 
Exclusion of Dalits 
in Political Parties
n Sushil BK n ;'zLn ljs]

/fhgLlts kf6L{df 
blnt M alx:s/0fsf] 
lg/Gt/tf 

k[i7e"ld 

nf]stflGqs /fHo Joj:yfdf /fhgLltsf] d'Vo zlQm eg]sf /fhgLlts kf6L{x? g} x'g\ . 
o:tf] Joj:yfdf /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjn] hg;/f]sf/ dxTjk"0f{ ;jfnsf] klxrfg u5{g\ 
eg] tL ;/f]sf/ ;Daf]wg ug]{ p2]Zocg'?k /fHosf cfjZos gLlt lgdf{0f u5{g\ . To;}n] 
ubf{ blnt ;/f]sf/ ;Daf]wg ug{sf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjdf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj 
dxTjk"0f{ x'G5 . /fHosf] d'Vo gLlt agfpg] ynf] ;+;b xf];\ jf sfof{Gjog ug]{ ;/sf/sf 
k|ltlglw /fhgLlts kf6L{af6} lgjf{lrt x'G5g\ . To;}n] /fhgLlts k|lqmofaf6 gLlt agfpg] 
/ sfof{Gjog ug]{ :yfgdf blnt k'u]sf] v08df dfq} ;d'bfon] ef]u]sf lje]b cGTo ug]{ 
gLlt lgdf{0f ug{ ;S5g\ . o;}u/L kf6L{sf] k|d'v kbx?df blntsf] k|ltlglwTj eof] eg] 
blntn] ef]lu/x]sf ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu kf6L{nfO{ cfjZos gLlt agfpg / sfo{qmdsf] 
th{'df ug{ bndf dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng ;S5g\ . t/, /fhgLlts bnx?n] blnt 
k|ltlglwTjnfO{ Tof] prfOaf6 ;f]Rg] u/]sf] b]lvFb}g .

@)&* ;fnsf] cGTolt/ g]skf -Pdfn]_, g]kfnL sf+u|];, g]skf -dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_ / 
/fli6«o k|hftGq kf6L{n] dxflwj]zg ;DkGg u/]sf 5g\ . ;a}h;f] kf6L{n] s]lGb|o 
g]t[Tjdf k|foh;f] k'/fg} JolQmnfO{ k'gMlgjf{lrt u/]sf 5g\ . o;}u/L dxflwj]z d"ntM 
/fhgLlts kl/l:yltsf] d'Nofª\sg ug]{ / cfufdL sfo{lbzf k|i6\ofpg] Pp6f dxTjk"0f{ 
cj;/ xf] . t/, dfly pNn]lvt ;a}h;f] kf6L{n] dxflwj]zgnfO{ cf}krfl/stfdf 
dfq} ;Lldt u/]sf] b]lvof] . pbfx/0fsf] nflu dxflwj]zgdf k|:t't ul/Psf kf6L{sf] 
b[li6sf]0fsf ;jfndf uDeL/ 5nkmn x'g'kYof]{ . tL /fhgLlts b:tfj]hdfly s'g} 
7f]; ax; ePg . uDeL/ ax; ug'{kg]{ /0fgLlts b:tfj]h klg 5nkmn g} gu/L 
clwj]zgaf6 kfl/t ul/of] . l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] ;dfj]zLs/0f ;DaGwL ;jfn nfdf] 
;dob]lv pl7/x]sf] 5 . t/, tL clwj]zgdf of] ;jfndf s'g} lsl;dsf] gLltut ax; 
jf 5nkmn ;d]t ul/Pg . k|To]s kf6L{n] ;+ljwfgdf pNn]v ul/Padf]lhd ;dfg'kflts 
;dfj]zL l;4fGtnfO{ :jLsf/ u/]sf 5g\ . g]t[Tj rogsf qmddf tL /fhgLlts bnx?n] 
;dfj]zLs/0f ;DaGwL l;4fGtsf] sfof{Gjog g} ug{ rfx]gg\ . kf6L{x?n] ;+u7gfTds 
;+/rgfnfO{ s]xL xb;Dd ;dfj]zL agfpg] sf]lzz u/]sf] b]lvG5 . o:tf ;fdfGo k|oTgn] 
jf:tjdf ;dfj]zLs/0fsf tL k|oTg kf6L{sf] c;dfj]zL / c;dfg zlQm–;DaGwsf] ?kfGt/0f 
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Constitution, and claim that their party’s respective general conventions are 

inclusive. Yet, in reality, they are not practicing what they preach. According 

to the Dignity Initiative, only 8.5 percent of delegates to the last CPN-UML  

convention were Dalits with only 6.73 percent of its elected central committee 

coming from this community. Of the NC’s convention delegates, only 7.31 

percent were Dalits with this community making up only 7.4 percent of its 

central and executive committees. Finally, of the delegates who participated in 

the CPN-MC’s convention, Dalit representation was only 9.38 percent and only 

9.76 percent in their central committee. This demonstrates that political parties 

are unable to convert their acceptance of proportional inclusion into practice. 

However, when they do receive representation, Dalit community’s leaders are 

rarely ever assigned with any substantial duties.

An attack on the spirit of inclusion 

Nepali society has largely practiced discrimination based on gender, caste, 

ethnicity, language, religion, and culture. Persons from different marginalized 

groups have certainly not been addressed by political parties in terms of their 

leadership roles, policy and program formulation and delivery. The greater 

representation of Dalits in parties would help to support the process of reform 

within a party, and also help to connect the party with different marginalized 

groups. While their issues have been pushed forward within parties to some 

extent, they have not been seriously discussed as a whole. As a result, the 

daily challenges they encounter remain unresolved. At present, parties also 

do not have any substantive plans to build the leadership capacities of Dalits. 

Even when persons from this community are brought into the party leadership, 

they are often sidelined. Political parties, hence, need to understand that 

Dalit representation in parties should be on the basis that they will be able to 

represent their community’s interests. 

Whose quota is an open seat? 

Party leaderships, unwilling to recognize Dalits as party leaders, obstruct 

the entry of new competent leaders and have limited the community’s 

representation only to the quotas provided. Only handpicked individuals who 

have reached a senior position within the party or the state are selected to 

serve in Dalit quotas. This hinders participation of the Dalit community and 

beats the purpose of the quota system. To resolve this, political parties need to 

develop policy provisions through which Dalits can also compete in the open 

seat category, while using the quotas to provide opportunity to new individuals 

yearning to join politics. Given the opportunity, Dalit representatives could 

increase within the party structure and the state.

ug{ ;Sg] lsl;dsf] 5}g . blnt ;d'bfon] g]kfnsf] s"n hg;+Vofsf] !# k|ltzt lx:;f 
cf]u6\5g\ t/ pgLx?sf] /fhgLlts k|ltlglwTj hg;+Vofsf] cg'kfteGbf w]/} sd 5 . of] 
n]vdf /fhgLlts kf6L{n] blnt ;dfj]zLtfsf] cEof; s;/L ul//x]sf 5g\ eGg] ;dLIff 
ug]{ sf]lzz ul/Psf] 5 .

;}4flGts :jLsfo{tf / cEof;aLrsf] leGgtf

g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg, @)&@ sf] ;+ljwfgn] ;'lglZrt blntsf] ;dfg'kflts ;dfj]zLs/0f 
:jLsf/ u/]sf] 5 . oxfFsf ;a}h;f] /fhgLlts kf6L{n] klg ;}4flGts?kdf ;a} ;d'bfosf] 
;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] k|0ffnLnfO{ :jLsf/ u/]sf 5g\ . olt dfq} xf]Og, k|foh;f] 
/fhgLlts kf6L{x? ;dfj]zL ePsf] bfaL klg u5{g\ . t/, jf:tjdf tL /fhgLlts 
kf6L{sf] cEof; x]g]{ xf] eg] pgLx?n] ;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] cEof; gu/]sf] tYox?n] 
k'i6L u5{ . l8lUg6L Olgl;Pl6esf] cWoogcg';f/ @)&* df ;DkGg g]skf -Pdfn]_sf] 
dxflwj]zgdf blnt ;d'bfosf hDdf *=% k|ltzt dfq} k|ltlglwTj /x]sf] lyof] . o;}u/L 
;f]xL clwj]zgaf6 lgjf{lrt s]lGb|o ;ldltdf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj hDdfhDdL ^=&# 
k|ltzt dfq} /x]sf] 5 . csf]{ 7"nf] bn g]kfnL sf+u|]; cj:yf klg of] eGbf km/s 5}g . 
g]kfnL sf+u|];sf] dxflwj]zg k|ltlglwdWo] blnt ;d'bfosf] k|ltlglwTj &=#! k|ltzt 
lyof] . sf+u|];sf] s]lGb|o / sfo{sf/L ;ldltdf u/L blnt k|ltlglwTj &=$) k|ltzt dfq} 
5 . g]skf -dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_sf] cj:yf klg sf+u|]; / Pdfn]eGbf vf;} km/s 5}g . 
dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|sf] +dxflwj]zgdf ;xefuL k|ltlglwdWo] blntsf] k|ltlglwTj (=#* k|ltzt 
lyof] . dfcf]jfbLsf] s]lGb|o ;ldltdf klg blntsf] k|ltlglwTj (=&$ k|ltzt 5 . of] 
tYon] /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] ;}4flGts?kdf :jLsf/ u/]sf] ;dfg'kflts ;dfj]zLsf] 
Jojxfl/s cEof; clxn] klg ul//x]sf 5}gg\ eGg] k|i6 kf5{ . o;/L kf6L{sf] k|ltlglw / 
s]lGb|o ;ldltdf s]xL dfqfdf blntsf] k|ltlglwTj ePsf] b]lvP klg kf6L{sf] pRr g]t[Tjdf 
blntsf] k|ltlglwTj cToGt} yf]/} 5 eg] blnt g]t[TjnfO{ 7f]; lhDd]jf/L klg vf;} glbOg] 
u/]sf] kfOG5 . 

;dfj]zLs/0fsf] dd{d} k|xf/

g]kfnL ;dfh lje]b / alx:s/0fdf cfwfl/t ;dfh xf] . To;}n] oxfF lnª\u, hfthflt, 
efiff, wd{, ;+:s[lt cflbsf cfwf/df ax'cfoflds cGt/lj/f]w 5g\ . ljz]ifu/L o:tf 
cGt/lj/f]wsf] xn ug{ /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf lgjf{x ug'{kg]{ xf] . o:tf 
unt cEof;lj¿4 kf6L{sf] gLlt / sfo{qmd tof/ u/L sfof{Gjogdf n}hfg' kg]{ xf] . 
oBlk, kf6L{x?n] o:tf ;d:of ;Daf]wgsf k|of; ul//x]sf 5}gg\ . /fhgLlts kf6L{df 
blntsf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTjn] blnt d'2fdf kf6L{leq cfjZos ;'wf/ Nofpg ;3fpF5 . 
o;}u/L l;dfGts[t ;d'bfonfO{ kf6L{;Fu hf]l8g pTk|]l/t u5{ . g]kfnsf /fhgLlts kf6L{n] 
Ps xb;Dd blnt ;d'bfonfO{ kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjdf ;dfj]z ub}{ cfO/x]sf 5g\ t/ klg 
blntsf] ;du| ;d:of ;dfwfg ug]{ ;jfndf kf6L{leq ax; / 5nkmn ;d]t x'g] u/]sf] 
b]lvFb}g . o;}sf] kl/0ffd:j?k blnt ;d'bfo / /fhgLlts kf6L{df cfa4 blnt g]t[Tjn] 
klg ljleGg lsl;dsf r'gf}tLsf] ;fdgf ul//xg' k/]sf] 5 . oL ;d:of xn ug{ kf6L{sf] 
;+/rgfdf ;a}eGbf k5fl8 kfl/Psf blnt ;d'bfosf] k|ltlglwTj x'g'k5{ / h'g ;d'bfon] 
;d:of ef]lu/x]sf] 5 ;f]xL ju{ / ;d'bfosf ;jfnnfO{ kf6L{n] g]t[Tj lgdf{0f, gLlt tyf 
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It is interesting to analyze the use of reservations and/or the quota system 

within parties. In the present context, certainly, relatives or individuals with 

close ties to  senior party leaders, including the wealthy business class, 

are entering the echelons of the party through the reservations process. 

Therefore, we can observe that the process of reservations, originally aimed 

at the most historically oppressed, are now being used extensively by these 

new groups. Such a practice surely goes against the whole principle of 

reservations.

As political parties are negating the issues and challenges facing Dalits, 

this community is being robbed of their political rights. Such practices 

disrespect the principle of inclusion. Likewise, almost all of the open seats 

are controlled by the Khas/Arya and ruling elites, despite the fact that the 

quota system was meant for marginalized groups with a 2021 Supreme 

Court ruling making it very plain that class and caste should not be taken 

as criteria. Political parties are excluding persons from marginalized 

communities from entering the open seat category and, as a result, no one 

from the Dalit community was elected in the NC general convention, while 

very few Dalits were selected via the open category in the conventions of 

the CPN-UML and CPN-MC. In short, many Dalit political leaders who have 

contributed the most to the party, who shed ‘blood, sweat and tears’ for 

the party are now made dependent on quota only because they belong to a 

certain community. This is another injustice.

The consequences of weak Dalit representation 

The current weak political representation of Dalits means that political parties 

remain non-Dalit-friendly. It will be impossible to make each of the parties 

inclusive until Dalit representatives reach the party policy formulation level. 

Similarly, parties will be unable to formulate substantive policies and programs 

to effectively address discrimination, which will further obstruct their journey in 

establishing social justice within the society. This has affected the ability of this 

community to enjoy its political rights. If political parties are unable to address 

the Dalit agenda in a timely manner, they will maintain only the status quo, with 

a possible danger of it becoming the ‘protector’ of traditional discrimination.

The challenges of Dalit representation  

Dalit political representation is challenging because of the orthodox mindset, 

ideology, and culture of the mainstream political parties demonstrating 

their inability to free themselves from the caste-based system. Parties seem 

disinterested in resolving the inter-conflict between principle and practice 

/0fgLlt lgdf{0f / sfo{qmd to ug]{ :yfgdf k'¥ofpg h¿/L 5 . t/, kf6L{df blnt 
;d'bfosf] g]t[Tj ljsf; ug]{ eGbf klg :yflkt eO;s]sf g]t[TjnfO{ ;d]t ljleGg afxfgf 
lsgf/f nufpg] k|oTg eO/x]sf 5g\ . kf6L{sf sltko g]t[Tjaf6 x'g] o:tf] Jojxf/ blnt 
;d'bfodflys} 3ft x'g] u/]s]f 5 . kf6L{df cfa4 blnt ;d'bfosf] g]t[Tjn] :jefljs?kdf 
;d'bfosf] ;/f]sf/sf] s'/f p7fpF5g\ / tL ;jfnnfO{ kf6L{n] lhDd]jf/Lk"j{s ;Daf]wg 
ug'{kg]{ eGg] af]w kf6L{sf g]t[TjnfO{ x'g h¿/L 5 . 

v'Nnf l;6 s;sf] sf]6f <

kf6L{df nfdf] ;do of]ubfg lbPsf blnt g]t[TjnfO{ kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjsf] ?kdf :jLsf/ 
ul/g'k5{ . t/ /fHosf] jf kf6L{sf] dflyNnf] txdf k'u]sf jf /fhsLo lhDd]jf/L k|fKt 
u/]sf JolQmnfO{ g} kf6L{x?n] blntsf] cf/If0f sf]6faf6 k|ltlglw agfpg] u/]sf] b]lvG5 . 
nfdf] ;do kf6L{df lqmofzLn blnt ;d'bfosf g]tfx? g} af/Daf/ sf]6fdf cfpg' unt 
xf] . Psflt/, kf6L{ g]t[Tj blntnfO{ blnts} sf]6fdf ;Lldt u5{ rfxG5g\ eg] csf]{lt/ 
u}/blntn] blntnfO{ g]tfsf ?kdf ;xh} :jLsf/ gug]{ ePsf sf/0f blnt g]t[Tj 
sf]6faf6} ;'/lIft x'g rfxG5g\ . o;n] blnt ;d'bfosf kf6L{df lqmozLn, Ifdtfjfg / 
gofF cg'xf/nfO{ kf6L{sf] dflyNnf] :yfg k|j]zdf afwf k'¥ofpF5 . o:tf] cEof;n] gofF 
g]t[Tj :yflkt x'gaf6 /f]S5 . kf6L{ / /fHosf lgsfodf ;dfj]zLtfsf] gfddf s]xL lglZrt 
JolQmnfO{ dfq} blntsf gfddf sf]6f lbg] kl/kf6L klg unt 5 . of] blnt ;d'bfosf] 
;xeflutf / sf]6f k|0ffnLsf] p2]Zoljkl/t 5 . To;}n] kf6L{n] g} :yflkt g]t[TjnfO{ 
v'Nnfaf6} s]lGb|o g]t[Tjdf k'¥ofpg] / gofF JolQmnfO{ sf]6faf6 cj;/ lbg] gLltut 
Joj:yf ug'{kg]{ x'G5 . t/, kf6L{x?;Fu o:tf ljifonfO{ s;/L x]g]{ eGg] b[li6sf]0fsf] cefj 
5 . of] ljlwnfO{ cjnDag ug{ ;s]sf] v08df blnt ;d'bfosf] kf6L{sf] ;+/rgf / /fHo 
b'j}lt/ k|ltlglwTj a9\g ;Sg] b]lvG5 . 

csf]{lt/ kf6L{df cf/If0f jf sf]6faf6 sf] cfO/x]sf 5g\ eGg] ljZn]if0f /f]rs 5 . h:tf] 
ls kf6L{df zLif{ g]t[Tjsf] ckmGt jf lgs6 /x]sf JolQm, ;De|fGt, wgf8\o, Jofkf/L cflbn] 
kf6L{df cf/If0faf6 g]t[Tj lnO/x]sf 5g\ . P]ltxfl;s?kdf pTkL8gdf kfl/Psf ;d'bfonfO{ 
lbOPsf] cf/If0fdf ltg} ;De|fGt JolQmx?n] k|of]u ug'{ cf/If0fsf] ;}4flGts dfGotf 
ljkl/t 5 . 

o;/L /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] blntsf ;jfn / r'gf}tLsf] cjd"Nog ul//x]sf 5g\ . olt 
dfq} xf]Og, cf/If0fsf] k|efjsf/L cEof; gx'Fbf blntsf] /fhgLlts clwsf/ vfl;Psf] 5 
eg] pgLx?dfly yk cGofo eO/x]sf] 5 . kf6L{x?sf] o:tf] cEof; ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] 
l;4fGts} ckdfg / jlv{nfk ePsf] b]lvG5 . o:t} ljrf/nfO{ j}wtf lbg]u/L 
;jf]{Rr cbfntn] @)&* ;fpgdf u/]sf] ;jf]{Rr cbfntn] cf/If0f hftLo cfwf/df 
geO juL{o / cfjZostfsf] cfwf/df lbg'kg]{ km};nf u/]sf] lyof] . csf]{lt/, 
blnt / l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfonfO{ 5'6\ofOPsf] afx]s ;a}h;f] v'nf l;6 v;cfo{ / 
zf;s ju{sf] lgoGq0fdf 5 . /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] klg alx:s/0f / l;dfGtLs[t 
;d'bfonfO{ v'Nnftkm{ k|j]z g} ug{ glbg] e"ldsf kf6L{x?n] v]ln/x]sf 5g\ . o;}sf] 
kl/0ffd ut dxflwj]zgdf g]kfnL sf+u|];df blnt ;d'bfosf Pshgf klg v'Nnf 
l;6af6 lgjf{lrt x'g ;s]gg\ eg] g]skf -Pdfn]_ / g]skf -dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_df cToGt} yf]/} 
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to make themselves more inclusive and end caste-based discrimination. 

In particular, higher-caste ego and orthodox mindsets are still prevalent in 

the leaderships of these parties who seem unwilling to accept Dalits into 

their ranks. This mindset is also obstructing the entry of Dalits into the 

party as well as their opportunities to acquire political promotion within 

the higher levels of the party. Instead, parties seem to be more interested 

in offering superficial representation only to this community. As a result, 

an environment against the establishment of Dalit leadership, therefore, 

continues to be maintained.

Conclusion 

The Dalit community is placed at the bottom of  society due to the state’s 

discrimination and exclusion and, as such, cannot commit the time and money 

to political parties. In addition, elections have become exuberantly expensive, 

which further discourages their participation. Moreover, Dalit leaders are not 

being assigned with key responsibilities within a party and are limited to the 

party wings only. Without such limitations, their relationship within the party 

would increase, strengthen public relations and ensure a positive impact on 

leadership development. However, as it stands, it is difficult for Dalit leaders 

to reach party’s leadership with those who do reach such positions finding it 

difficult to work.

To see the more meaningful representation of Dalits, all state structures 

need to practice inclusivity and end all forms of discrimination, including 

untouchability. Political parties also need to implement policies, strategies 

and programs to emancipate the Dalit community so that their concerns 

are addressed. In particular, they need to amend legislation relating to 

political parties to ensure the meaningful participation of Dalits. The 

proportional representation system, in line with the Constitution, also 

needs to be implemented in full. Similarly, they need to amend their party 

statutes to ensure their proportional representation, especially at a policy 

level. Finally, parties should also provide training to develop the leadership 

skills of the Dalit community, while also assigning them with leadership roles 

at the local level.

As the Dalit community’s economic situation has historically been weak, 

political parties need to develop policies to improve their situation first and 

then assign them with state level duties. In line with the Constitution, which 

grants rights to the Dalit community through the quota system, continuous 

dialogue needs to take place between party wings, parliamentarians and 

the party leaders. Parties also have to create a favorable environment for 

blnt v'nftkm{af6 5flgPsf 5g\ . ;+If]kdf pNn]v ubf{ kf6L{df cTolws of]ubfg u/]sf, 
/ut / kl;gf aufPsf g]tfnfO{ blnt ;d'bfosf] ePs} sf/0f sf]6fd} cfl>t u/fpg' 
pgLx?k|ltsf] csf]{ cGofo xf] . 

sdhf]/ blnt k|ltlglwTjsf] kl/0ffd

/fhgLlts bndf blnt ;d'bfosf] sdhf]/ k|ltlglwTj x'g' eg]sf] bnnfO{ blntd}qL 
agfpg g;Sg' klg xf] . ha;Dd kf6L{sf] gLlt lgdf{0fdf x:tIf]k ug{] blnt k|ltlglw 
kf6L{sf] gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ :yfgdf k'Ub}g ta;Dd kf6L{;Qfsf ljleGg lgsfonfO{ ;dfj]zL 
agfpg c;Dej 5 . o:tf] cj:yf /xFbf;Dd /fhgLlts kf6L{n] lje]b cGTosf nflu 7f]; 
gLlt / sfo{qmdsf] th{'df ug{ ;Sb}gg\ eg] kf6L{nfO{ blntd}qL klg agfpg ;Sb}gg\ . 
o;n] ;fdflhs Gofo :yflkt ug]{ / ;dfgtfd'ns ;dfh :yfkgf ug]{ ofqfdf ;d]t 
afwf k'¥ofpF5 . o;sf ;fy} blnt ;d'bfosf] /fhgLlts clwsf/ k|flKt, ;fdflhs 
x}l;ot j[l4 ug]{ h:tf sfddf klg c;/ k'U5 . olb /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] ;dodf 
of] ljifodf uDeL/ eP/ plrt?kdf blnt d'2fnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ ;s]gg\ eg] tL kf6L{ 
emg–emg oyfl:yltjfbL x'g] / k/Dk/fut lje]bsf/L zlQms} ;+/Ifs aGg] jf blntlj/f]wL 
aGg] vt/f x'G5 . 

blnt k|ltlglwTjsf] r'gf}tL

bnx?df /x]sf] k'/ftg ;f]+r, ljrf/, Jofjxf/ / ;+:s[ltdf ?kfGt/0f x'g g;Sbf jf 
hftLo lje]baf6 d'Qm x'g g;Sbf kf6L{x?df blnt k|ltlglwTj r'gf}ltk"0f{ alg/x]sf] 5 . 
hftLo lje]b cGTo ug]{ / ;dfj]zL /fhgLlts kf6L{ agfpg] l;4fGt / Jojxf/aLrsf] 
cGt/åGå xn ug{ rf;f] glbg' /fhgLlts bnn] g} blnt g]t[Tjdfly kf/]sf] Pp6f ;d:of 
xf] . o;}u/L bnx?df /x]sf] pRrhftLo cx+sf/ / k'/ftgjfbL ;f]+rsf sf/0f blntsf] 
g]t[Tj :jLsf/ ug{ ;s]sf] b]lvFb}g . of] ;f]rn] blntnfO{ kf6L{df k|j]z ug{, s]Gb|Lo 
g]t[Tjdf k'Ug, plrt lhDd]jf/L k|fKt ug]{ / ;du|tfdf kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjsf ?kdf :yflkt 
x'gsf nflu afwf k'¥ofO/x]sf] 5 . a¿ kf6L{x? blntsf] ;dfj]zLs/0f ;du| kf6L{nfO{ 
blntd}qL agfpg] / ;dfh ?kfGt/0f ug{ eGbf klg b]vfj6L k|ltlglwTj u/fpg pT;fxL 
b]lvG5g\ . blntn] vf]h]sf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTjcg'?k 5}g . o;/L kf6L{leq} blnt 
g]t[TjnfO{ :yflkt x'g glbg] jftfj/0f alg/x]sf] 5, of] blnt g]t[Tjsf] r'gf}tLsf] ?kdf 
v8f 5 . 

lgisif{ 

/fHon] blntdfly u/]sf] lje]b / alxis/0fsf sf/0f of] ;d'bfo ;dfhsf] ;a}eGbf tNnf] 
lkFwdf kfl/Psf] 5 . To;}n] kf6L{df ;+nUg ePsf blnt ;d'bfon] kf6L{nfO{ cfjZos 
;do / ;|f]t lbg ;Sb}gg\ . o;sf] ;fy} lgjf{rg clt vlr{nf] x'g yfn]sf 5g\ . 
o:tf] cj:yfdf cfly{s cefjs} sf/0f blnt ;d'bfo lgjf{rgdf ;xefuL x'g cu|;/ 
x'g g;s]sf] b]lvG5 . o;sf ;fy} blnt g]t[TjnfO{ kf6L{df d'Vo lhDd]jf/L glbOg] ePsf 
sf/0f pgLx?nfO{ eft[ ;+u7gdf dfq} ;Lldt ul/G5 . o:tf ;Lldttfsf sf/0f blnt 
g]t[Tjsf] kf6L{leqsf] ;DaGw v'lDrg k'u]sf] 5 eg] hg;Dks{ ;'9[9 x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . 
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o;}u/L o:tf] kl/kf6Ln] pgLx?sf] g]t[Tj ljsf;df ;d]t gsf/fTds k|efj kl//x]sf] 5 . 
log} sf/0fn] ubf{ clxn] klg blnt g]t[TjnfO{ kf6L{sf] g]t[Tjdf k'Ug lgs} sl7g 5 eg] 
g]t[Tjdf k'u]sfnfO{ klg sfo{;Dkfbg ug{ ;xh jftfj/0f 5}g . 

blnt ;d'bfosf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTj ;'lgZrttfsf nflu /fHosf ;a} ;+/rgfn] 
;dfj]zLtfsf] k|efjsf/L cEof; ul/g'k5{ . o;sf ;fy} 5'jf5"tnufot ;a} k|sf/sf 
lje]bsf] cGTo ul/g'k5{ . blnt ;d'bfosf ;/f]sf/sf] ;Daf]wg ug{ / ;d'bfosf] 
d'lQmsf] nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{n] :ki6 gLlt, /0fgLlt / sfo{qmd to ug'{k5{ . ljz]ifu/L 
/fhgLlts kf6L{df blntsf] cy{k"0f{ ;xeflutf ;'lglZrttf ug{sf] nflu kf6L{;DaGwL 
sfg'gL Joj:yfsf] klg ;+zf]wg ug{ cfjZos 5 . kf6L{x?n] ;+ljwfgdf pNn]v ul/Psf] 
;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTjsf] Joj:yf k"0f{?kdf sfof{Gjog ul/g'k5{ . o;}u/L blntsf] 
;dfg'kflts k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt ug{sf] nflu kf6L{x?n] cfgf] ljwfg / gLltut 
Joj:yfs} cfjZos ;+zf]wg ul/g'k5{ . cGTodf, kf6L{x?n] blnt ;d'bfosf] g]t[Tj 
Ifdtfsf] ljsf; ug{sf] nflu tflnd ;~rfng ug{] / :yfgLo txdf pgLx?nfO{ g]t[TjbfoL 
e"ldsf k|bfg ul/g'k5{ . 

P]ltxfl;s?kdf blnt ;d'bfosf] cfly{s cj:yf lgs} sdhf]/ ePsf sf/0f /fhgLlts 
kf6L{x?n] ;a}eGbf klxn] of] ;d'bfosf] cfly{s Joj:yfkg;Fu ;DalGwt gLltsf] Joj:yf 
ug'{k5{ . To;kl5 dfq pgLx?nfO{ /fli6«o :t/sf lhDd]jf/L lbOg'k5{ . o;}u/L blnt 
;d'bfonfO{ sf]6f k|0ffnLdfkm{t clwsf/ lbg] ;+j}wflgs Joj:yfcg';f/ kf6L{ ;+u7g, 
blnt ;d;bfosf ;f+;b / kf6L{sf g]tfaLr lg/Gt/ ;+jfb x'g' cfjZos 5 . kf6L{n] 
klg blntsf] g]t[Tj ljsf;, /0fgLlt / sfo{ of]hgfsf nflu cg's'n jftfj/0fsf] l;h{gf 
ug{'k5{ . kf6L{ / /fHo Joj:yfdf o:tf] kl/jt{g b]lvFb} hfFbf blnt ;d'bfosf] ;jfn klg 
cufl8 al9/xg] 5 . clxn] klg sDtLdf ;dfgtfsf] ;+3if{nfO{ lg/Gt/tf lbO/xg' k5{ . 

leadership development, strategy and action, enabling the Dalit community to 

rise up within the party system. Pushing ahead for changes within the party and 

state system will bring forward the issues of the Dalit community. However, for 

now at least, the struggle for equality continues. 



n k/z'/fd /Dt]n
k/z'/fd /Dt]n g]skf 

-dfcf]jfbL–s]Gb|_sf s]lGb|o 
;b:o x'g'x'G5 . nfdf] 

;do blnt d'lQm 
df]rf{sf] dxf;lrjsf] 

e"ldsf lgjf{x ug'{ ePsf] 
/Dt]n @)^# df cGtl/d 
Joj:yflksf–;+;bsf] 
;b:o / @)^$ sf] 
;+ljwfg;ef ;ef;b\ 

x'g'x'GYof] . 

n Uff}/f g]kfnL
uf}/f g]kfnL blnt dlxnf 

clwsf/sf If]qdf 
lqmofzLn clwsf/sL{ 
x'g'x'G5 . blnt dlxnf 

s]Gb|, g]kfnsf] ;+:yfks 
cWoIf uf}/f laut b'O{ 

bzsb]lv blnt, dlxnf 
/ l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] 

clwsf/sf If]qdf  
lqmofzLn x'g'x'G5 . 

 

n ;'lzn ljs]
;'lzn ljs] clwsf/sdL{, 
cWo]tf / n]vs x'g'x'G5 . 
pxfF laut b'O{ bzsb]lv 

;fdflhs Gofo, ;fdflhs 
;dfj]zLs/0f, blnt / 

dlxnf clwsf/sf If]qdf 
lqmofzLn ljs] g]kn a'l4hLjL 
kl/ifb\sf] pk–dxf;lrjsf 
;fy} blnt dfgjclwsf/ 

;+u7gsf] klg cWoIf 
x'g'x'G5 .

n]vsx¿n]vsx¿

n dLg ljZjsdf{ 
dLg ljZjsdf{ ;+3Lo 
k|ltlglw;ef ;b:osf 

;fy} g]kfnL sf+u|]; kf6L{sf] 
s]lGb|o ;ldlt ;b:o 

x'g'x'G5 . nfdf] ;do g]kfn 
blnt ;+3sf] cWoIfsf] 

lhDd]jf/L ;DxfNg' ePsf 
ljZjsdf{ ;+ljwfg;ef 

;b:o / g]kfn ;/sf/sf] 
jfl0fHo dGqLsf] e"ldsfdf 

klg x'g'x'GYof] . 

n ;f]gf vl6s
;f]gf vl6s 
/]l8of] kqsf/ 

x'g'x'G5 . nfdf] ;do 
/]l8of] slknj:t'sf] 
:6]zg Dofg]h/sf] 

lhDd]jf/Ldf lqmofzLn 
;f]gf clxn] blnt 

/ dlxnfsf] 
clwsf/sf If]qdf 

lqmofzLn x'g'x'G5 . 


