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ïBSIIINGI()N, D.c. t - 
nÏ?re Novqnber l-6 [r].9ggl elecÈions h]ere an

historíc er¡ent for ttre citizens of pakistanr il aocordi:rg to a rcpott
released today by tlre National Denocr:atic Institute for lrternational
Affai:s (¡[DI). Nottrithstandirg tåe rrseve¡:al j¡¡neatiate ctrallenges that
wor-¡ld test tlre capacity of arryr nen denocracr¡rr rr ttre report concludes

tbat the en¡ents stt¡=ounOi¡g ttre elecÈions - 
trtlre pne-election period,

the elect'ions itself ard tlre ¡nst-e1ecÈion t¡:a¡rsition - bode weII for
the establistnnent, of a st¡b1e democra.cy in pakistan. tr

The re¡nrt is based on tlre firdirgs of a 22-nrember j¡t-ernational

delegat'ion that obsen¡ed ttre Nor¡ernber elecÈions in pakista¡r. r¡x

addition to neetings wittr Pakistan pofiüca1 leader^s incluali¡rg

Ð:esident' Ghu1am rshak Ktnn, tlre ctur¡ent, ki¡ïte Mi¡ìster Benazir Bhutto

a¡rd the chief ElecÈ,ion oc¡nnissioner gled ltusr:at Ði -, tlre deregation

obsen¡ed tlre elecÈions i¡ each of Pakistants fo¡r provincial capitals,
the federal capitar arxt their respective sturourding areas.

À najor controrrerslr concernirg tlre elecÈions i¡n¡olved tlre

fuposition, for tlre fi::st tfuÞ i¡ pakistanrs elecÈoral history, of an

identification card requirenrent for all vote¡s. Ehseil on a
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coq)rehensive statistical arnlysis coryarirq tlre L985 arxt Lgg8 results,

ttle report concludes¡ rrttrere is no evidence tlat ttre identification

cart requiranent or ttre lolv, even þr palcistar¡ stardarrds, 42 percent

trrrnout,, affected any one party dispncpor-Eionately. r!

Notfurg tbat Pakistan is a øxrtry tìat, since irdependence has

alterr¡ated ttcivilian nrle with e><te¡ded periods of rnilitary rrrle,rr ttre

report suggests thât, rrlìakistanrs politicar readers tlrose in tlre

cr¡¡rent PPP gover:rent, ard ttrose ræpresentirq parties in oposition-
¡¡u.¡st, ncnr work to oor¡solidate democratic govennent. I¡sù,ib¡tions tÌrat

contrijn¡te to ttre læsilience of a de¡nocra.tic society - suctr as an

aacor¡ntable goverrxnent, vibrant political ¡nrties, an intependent

jttdiciaq¡, a vigilant, ¡redia, denncnatic trade r¡nior¡s arrl a nonpartisan

nilitaa'lf - Íust, be rn¡rtr¡:¡ed ard srqported.rr

chai¡ed þz fornrer Vice Pl¡esident l{alter F. l4orrlale, NDI corducts

nonpartisan political derretoprent prcgrarrìs ov€rseâs. By trcrkirg wit¡
poriticar parties ard ottpr institutions, ¡ÍDr seel€ to prrcrûJte,

¡naintain ard strergth,en derpcratic j¡stitr¡tions ard ptur:alistic .yalues

in new ard enrergirg denocracies.

D¡rirq tlre past, two years, MI sent fo.¡r ¡nissions to palcistart

prior to onqanizirq tlre internatio¡rat obsewer delegation for ttre

Ncn¡mber elecÈions. ¡¡DI also has organized i¡terna.tiornl delegations

for erectior¡s i¡ ttre Philippines ard ÌIaiti, ard for tlre octúer 5, t-989

plebiscite in chile.

Copies of ttre inte¡rrational delegation repoÉ, Fakistan

ElecÈions: Fordation for Democr:aqr, are ar¡ailable fi¡om Mr, L7L7

t{assachusetts Ave., M, # 605, !{astrirgÈon, D.C. 20036 for $e.OO.
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