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Overview

• This research consists of two components
• A nationwide face-to-face survey with seven local 

oversamples
• Implicit Association Tests in four cities
• An explanation of Implicit Association Tests, and an 

opportunity to take one yourself, can be found on the 
website of Harvard University https://implicit.harvard.
edu/implicit/education.html

• The results of both components have been arranged 
under four themes:
• Wellbeing, reforms and optimism
• Democratic institutions
• International relations and the conflict
• Political parties and voting behaviour

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/education.html
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/education.html
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/education.html


Survey Methodology 1

• Fieldwork dates: April 15 – May 16, 2015

• 5,842 completed interviews
• The nationally representative sample was random at all stages:

• Random selection of election precincts

• Random selection of households via random route sampling

• Random selection of respondents within the households using the nearest birthday method

• Areas outside the control of the Ukrainian government were excluded

• Seven oversamples (see map):
• Kyiv city [600]
• Raions of the North East Border in Sumi and Kharkiv Oblasts [608], rural only
• Kharkiv city [600]
• Mariupol city [601]
• Kherson Oblast [600]
• Odesa city [602]
• The Ismail region of Southern Odesa Oblast [602]

• Quality control:
• All interviewers received a four level training system which includes 16 hours of training 
• An independent network of controllers conducted quality control interviews 
• 17% of all interviews were checked by controllers



Survey Oversample Locations and Regions

Ismail Region

Kherson Oblast

NE Border



Survey Methodology 2

• The average margin of error for this survey is +/- 3%

• The margin of error is different for every response to every question in all 
surveys. In this presentation, the margin of error is shown for each option in 
each question. This is shown in the example below.

• In this example A is statistically greater than B and C. 

• However there is no statistical difference between B and C. 



Wellbeing, Reforms and 
Optimism











The average response to q21 asking 
about the current proportion of 
women in parliament was 10% (2% 
lower than the actual). 



Results for this 
question vary 
significantly at 
the local level









Democratic Institutions



Democratic Institutions

IAT Results



April 2015 IAT Methodology

• Underlying preferences for the current government (Poroshenko) 
compared with the previous one (Yanukovych) were tested in four 
cities: 

• Kharkiv, Kherson, Kyiv, Odesa

• 600 respondents (150 per city)

• Selection criteria  based on October 2014 voting behavior:

• 50 citizens who voted for parties in the current ruling coalition

• 50 citizens who voted for opposition parties (Opposition Bloc, 
Strong Ukraine and the Communist Party)

• 50 abstainers

• Each group was stratified according to the population:

• Age:  40% youth, 20% middle age, 40% senior

• Gender: 45% men,  55% women



Implicit Preferences for 
Poroshenko and Yanukovych Governments



IAT Conclusions

• The left hand graph on the previous slide shows that in 
all four cities, on average, the respondents implicitly 
prefer the current Poroshenko government to the 
previous Yanukovych government
• Kyiv has the strongest preference for the current government 

but the mean is clearly to the left of the line in all cases

• The right hand graph on the previous slide shows that, 
on average, all three groups (those who voted for one 
of the current ruling coalition parties, those who voted 
for opposition parties and those who abstained in 
October 2014) implicitly prefer the current Poroshenko 
government to the previous Yanukovych government
• This response is stronger in the case of those who voted for 

the current ruling coalition but the mean is clearly to the left 
of the line in all cases



Democratic Institutions

Survey Results













The average satisfaction 
rating for the responses from 
Mayors, Local Councilors and 
MPs was 6 out of 10. (q57)







Big variations locally: 
Kyiv, every day, 44%
Odesa, every day,  23%
NE Border, every day, 18%



International Relations 
and the Conflict

















Political Parties and 
Voting Behavior





Those who are most likely 
to vote (10s) in the local 
elections are more likely 
to want decentralization.






