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American Instituce to Sponsor Sedom Conference 0n
Dernocracies 1n Reglons 0f crt,sis

Fift.y proninent goyern¡nent officials, politicians,
iegielatcrs, labor 1"eader.s, and academics from Israel, the
Lli¿i ¿eð States and Costa Rica will convene in Sedom f rom
ianuary 8-10 to study Israeli democracy. The conference,
spolrsored by the National Denocratic Institute for
Internatíonal Àf fairs (lilDI) r will be held at the Moriah
Dead Sea Hotel.

The bipartisan Àmerican delegation wiLl be Led by
former Vice President Vlalter t"londa1e, who .serves as
cÌr¿irftaii of tÌre i{ashingl-or¡-based irrstiLute. Frime ì,iiriister
Ti¿zhak Sha¡ni.r and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres are
sche.rduied to address bhe conf erence on January B.

t'ìÐI president J. Br ian Àt$¡ood said the political.
tie\¡r:J.oparerrL institute hopes to learn f rom IsraeL r s
e>:perience as a dernocracy in a region of crisis and to draw
Lessons fc,r ner,e and emerging democracies facing similar
milit,ary, economic and political. pressures.

The AnerÍcan delegation also includes Senator Àrlen
Specter (R-PA), Congressnen Howard Berman (D-CA) and Bill
Green (R-NY), State Department Counselor Edward Derwinski,
forner U.S. anbassador to Israel Sarnuel Lewis, Nevr York
University President John Brademas, forner Carter White
House aide Stuart Eizenstat, veteran nevrs analyst Daniel
Schorr, former senior congressional staff aides Patrick
Griffin and Ari lfeiss, Communication lforkers of Àmerica
Secretary-Treasurer James Booe, Philadelphia Councilwoman
Joan Specter, ÀIPAC Executive Direct,or Tom Diner Jêrusalem
Post correspondent Vtotf Blitzer, university of soEEñ--
ffitina prof essor Morris Blachman and NDI Executive vice
President Ken Vlollack, a forner co-editor of the MÍddle
East Policy Survey and ArPÀc Legislative Directorl-

The four workshop sessions will examine key aspects of
Israeli de¡nocracyr with particular focus on security,
political, economic and social Íssues. The conference wilI
open on January 8 at a 12:30 luncheon with addresses by
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Mondale and Foreign t'linister Peres. Prine MÍnister Shamir
wilL speak at a 7:30 dinner that evening.

the 30 Israeli participants at the conference include
t0 ¡,lembers of Knesset, cabinet ministers, editors,
academicians from Hebrew, Haifa and TeI Aviv universities,
as well as current and former rnilitary officers and
government officials (fu11 list of lsraeli partícipants is
attac'hed).

The conference in Israel is part of a larger NDI
project which wilL examine successful democracies in
regions of crisis to determine t.hose institutions and
practices that have helped sustain them. After completing
the study in Israel, the institute will sbudy other such
denocracies, among then Costa Rica and Botswana. Leaders
of costa Rica's two major political parties will also
participate at the Sedom conference.

"ïhe success of democracies situated in reqions of
crisis defies the easy wisdon that the expedient needs of
national securi ty make denocratic practices a luxurYr " said
Àtv,rood, a former Assistant Secretary of State. "The
ability Lo cope with ever-present external Uhreats and
de¡nocratic aovernance are not mutually excLusive.rr Àtwood
sai.d that the institute plans to develop a resource base
that can be used by leaders of new and emerging democracies
"-ho are building or rebuilding lhe machinery of democratic
governrnent.

Established in I9B3r the National Democratic Institute
conducts nonpartisan political development programs
overseas. By working with political parties and other
institutions, NDI seeks to strengthen de¡nocratic
institutions and pluralistic values in new and emerging
democracies. The instiEute received bipartisan acclaim
last. year for organizíng, aJ.ong with its nepublican
counterpart, the international observer deLegation to the
Philippine election. It has conducted rnajor democratic
development programs in 30 countries, including Argentinat
Brazí1, Uruguayr Haiti, Senegal, Northern Irelandr Chi1e,
South Korea, and the Caribbean.
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