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Women as Voters
Objectives

· To understand the various barriers to women’s participation as voters
· To increase awareness of the reasons, types and tools for effective voter outreach to women
Materials

· Flipchart paper
· Post-its
· Markers 

· Laptop computer

· Projector

· Screen
Overview (2.5- 3 hours)

Introduction/Ground Rules/Icebreaker (20 minutes)

Objectives and topics (5 minutes)

Defining key terms (5 minutes)

Barriers to women’s participation as voters (20 minutes)
Types of voter outreach (15 minutes)

Tools for voter outreach (10 minutes)

Technology (5 minutes)

Gender-based electoral violence (20 minutes)

Exercise: Targeting women voters (30 minutes)

Conclusion/Questions/Evaluation (15 minutes)
Trainer’s Note:
When introducing this module, keep in mind the following: 

· Encourage participants to be active.

· The course is designed to increase and enhance the knowledge and skills of each participant.

· Keep realistic expectations. This session is an overview of women as voters. Adjust your expectations depending on the level of experience your participants have with this topic. 
· Always consider the experience your participants are bringing to the table. Even where it is not noted in the Trainer Note, feel free to draw on their knowledge and ask them to share their experiences.
Please adapt the PowerPoint presentation, exercises, examples and handouts in advance of your workshop. They have been created for a global audience and need to be adapted to better suit the local context, the background of your participants and their level of experience. Terms, images and examples from the participants’ country or region should be used as much as possible so that they are relevant and contextually appropriate. 

This Trainer's Guide is meant to serve as a companion resource to the associated PowerPoint presentation. The vast majority of the information you will need is included in the notes section of each presentation. Additional instruction on how to facilitate some of the exercises and information that would not fit in the slide notes has been included here. As such, this Guide is not meant to be a stand-alone resource but rather a complement to the presentation.

If this is the first presentation in your workshop, start with participant introductions and ground rules prior to launching into the content of the session. You may also want to start with an icebreaker activity to get participants more acquainted and comfortable with you and each other. You may wish to ask participants to share their expectations for what they will get out of the training workshop. Understanding their expectations will allow you to further tailor your presentations, as possible, and to help relate the objectives of the sessions to the interests of the participants.
Trainer’s Note: Key Terms (slide 5)
· Family voting: a practice where family members en​ter the voting booth together or mark each other’s ballots.
· Proxy voting:  when a person brings the documents of others and votes for them.
· Gender-based electoral violence: combines the concepts of violence against women (VAW) in politics and electoral violence: 
· The UN defines VAW as ANY ACT of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.
· Electoral conflict and violence can be defined as any random or organized act that seeks to determine, delay, or otherwise influence an electoral process through threat, verbal intimidation, hate speech, disinformation, physical assault, forced “protection,” blackmail, destruction of property or assassination.
· Thus, gender-based electoral violence can be defined as “any act of gender based election violence that is directed primarily at women as a result of their aspirations to seek political office, their link to political activities or simply their commitment to vote as well as any random or organized act that seeks to determine, delay, or otherwise influence an electoral process through threat, verbal intimidation, hate speech, disinformation, physical assault, forced ‘protection,’ blackmail, destruction of property, or assassination.”
Trainer’s Note: Barriers for Women (slide 9)
Continued from slide

Note: This photo is of Nigeria’s Edo state election voter education activities in July 2012. It shows volunteers speaking to motorcycle taxi drivers about when and where they can vote. You might use this as a starting point for conversations about considering gender in voter education outreach methods (Where will you naturally reach women? Are literacy levels among women low? If so, are you using images in printed materials, radio and other live methods?)
Exercise: This could also be done as an exercise – divide into two groups, each at flip charts, write all of the examples each group can think of (one focused on institutional barriers and one on social/cultural barriers) and then have the groups switch and come up with additional ideas the other group didn’t address yet. If the group is too large, you could do this as two sets of two and by passing a large sheet from table to table. Have participants debrief their responses. 
Additional Resources
· Democracy and the Challenge of Change: A Guide to Increasing Women’s Political Participation, Chapter 5: Elections and Electoral Processes
An NDI publication that provides guidance for implementers on increasing women’s participation throughout program design, implementation and evaluation. 
· iKNOW Politics Consolidated Reply – E-Discussion: Eliminating Violence Against Women in Politics
This consolidated response examines violence against women in politics, looking at the sources of violence, comparative experiences and effective measures to combat VAW in politics. 

· iKNOW Politics Consolidated Response on the Prevention of Family Voting
This consolidated response focuses on women voters and the issue of proxy and family voting in response to combating this challenge in Macedonia. 

· Violence Against Women in Politics: Defining Terminology and Concepts
This resource by South Asia Partnership International provides an overview of over 40 concepts related to VAW, women in politics and political violence to better understand this phenomenon as well as a list of resources on violence against women in politics. 

· Breaking the Mold: Understanding Gender and Electoral Violence
A white paper on gender and electoral violence developed by the International Foundation for Electoral Systems.

· Women and Elections: Guide to Promoting the Participation of Women in Elections, Chapter 5: Voter and Civic Education 

A UN-developed handbook on promoting women’s participation in electoral processes, particularly in post-conflict countries. 
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� If you plan to cover all content in this module, consider breaking it into sections, such as one session through the barriers to participation; a second covering the types and tools, including technology; and a third on gender-based electoral violence, the exercise and conclusion. 
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