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PRESIDENTS CARTER AND FORD TO CO-LEN) INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION
TO PANAIII.A ELECTIONS

I{ASHINGTON' DC' l[AY 2, 1989 -- Former Presidents Jiruny Carter and

Gerard Ford, representing the council of Freery Erected Eeads of
Government' a hemispheric-wide organization of national leaders, wiII
co-lead an international delegation to Panama's general elections on

It{ay 7, 1989.

The two former presidents wilr co-lead the muttinational
delegation being organized by the National Republican and Democratic

Institutes for International Affairs, political development institutes
affiliated with the two U.S. political parties. The delegation will
include political party leaders, tegislators and election erperts from

Latin America, Europe, Asia and North America. Former Belize Prime

It{inister George Price and Shadow Foreign l,tinister John Spender of
Australia will also serve as delegation co-leaders.

The mission is ptanning to watch the voting, counting and

tabulation of results throughout Panama and report its findings to the

international community. As in previous missions organized by NDI and

NRIIA' the delegates wiII be guided by impartial standards and witl
not take sides in the elections. The delegation will not attempt to
supervise the elections or interfere in Panamanian affairs. NRIIA and

NDI recognize that the ultimate judgnent about the electoral process

will be nade by the Panamanian people.
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