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Appendix IV
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Sample Media Code of Conduct United States

The Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) Code of Ethics

Yy Code of Ethics

PREANMBLE

Members of the Society of Professional Journalists believe that publie enlightenment is the farerunner of justice and the foendation of demacracy. The duty

of the journalist is to further those ends by seeking truth and providing a fair and prak account of events and issues. Conscientious journalists
from all media and specialties strive to serve the public with th gh and honesty. Prafessional integrity is the ofaj list dibility.

Members of the Society share a dedication to ethical hehavior and adopt this code to declare the Seciety’s principles and standards of practice.

SEEKTRUTH AND REPORT IT MINIMIZE HARM

Jouraalists should be hanest, fair and I in gathering, reporting Ethical j lists treat sources, subjects and colleagues as human baings
and imerpreting informatian. deserving of respect.

Jouraalists should: Journalists shauld:
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Journalists shaold be frae of abligatian to any interest other than the
public’s right to know,
Journalists shauld:

even when it is unpopular

mimne their own cultur

it favors or money;

BE ACCOUNTABLE

Journalists are accountable to their readers, listeners, viewers and
each other.
Journalists shauld:
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