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Case Study on Monitoring and
Mitigating Electoral Violence

Sri Lanka

political violence has continued, particularly around elections, and has often

voting system, allowing voters to rank candidates from the same party list, has
legitimate accountability process for wartime abuses, coupled with the erosion of

to raise public awareness around the issue of electoral violence and elicit timely
have engaged in initiatives to try and address the underlying social and systemic

increasingly authoritarian and a media environment consistently ranked among
the world’s most repressed, civil society groups have had to constantly assess how

establishing relationships with other stakeholders, and developing measures
to ensure observer security have been integral to the successes of civil society
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political tensions that may lead to violence through targeted communication with
authorities and decision makers during election periods and a range of peace

CMEV: DOCUMENTING AND PUBLICIZING
INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE
the ultimate goal of bringing public pressure to bear on perpetrators and ending

Center disaggregates electoral violence data by incident type, victim information,
a decline in physical violence around elections over the past decade, the coalition’s
elections to document that positive trend and focus more on less noticeable forms
of coercion like intimidation and the entrenched climate of fear, in addition to

bring to light high numbers of violations or escalating tensions in a certain area,
or other experts deploy to the region to ensure comprehensive documentation

83

national elections, the Center establishes a public hotline for citizens to report
has also generally enjoyed good working relations with police forces, allowing

professionalism, which contributes to relationships with other stakeholders and
of means such as the police log, credible media reports, and victim and eyewitness

to incidents of violence committed by their members or followers, which in turn

to public pressure against political violence and, ultimately, diminish the culture
seeks to discourage violence by reducing the political gains that can be achieved

political divisions that fall along geographic lines, mapping is a useful tool for
examining possible patterns of violence that may have larger political or social
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Beyond Monitoring

activities have focused on encouraging voters not to elect candidates who espouse
activities around boundary delimitation to reduce ethnic tensions, among other
the Election Commission to annul the results of a polling station based on violence

scale and scope of fear or entrenched intimidation among citizens, which can

Broader Impact

an integral role in solidifying a reputation for the practice of citizen election
expected and accepted part of the electoral process among all stakeholders
Center has created public awareness, acceptance and recognition of the practice of
citizen election observation and helped carve out space for civil society to work on

PAFFREL: MITIGATING VIOLENCE THROUGH
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
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throughout the electoral process including election monitoring, voter education,

that emphasizes targeted communication to relevant authorities and decision

volunteers receives all observer reports in addition to incident reports from

violence based on the concentration of incidents in past elections or during the
local centers have a similar function to those at the national level and play a role in
aggregating, verifying and communicating reports of violence, but allow a more

as a nonpartisan, credible voice – evidenced by political parties, candidates, the
Election Commission and even government authorities coming to the group for
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BEYOND MONITORING

foster information sharing among parties, the Election Commission, the police and
civil society, enabling coordinated, rapid responses to violence or other incidents

changing the electoral system, which it sees as a major contributing factor to

Broader Impact

have allowed it to develop relationships with a range of stakeholders and have
contributed to broader recognition of the practice of nonpartisan election

communication with authorities and decision makers, including through the

