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Combining these approaches can make important contributions, particularly 
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PLANNING: STRATEGY, SCOPE AND DURATION
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1. What is the observer group’s top priority goal for long-term 
observation?  
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2. What root causes of violence and/or underlying tensions could impact 
the potential for electoral violence?  
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during the pre-election, election day and post-election periods? 

H��&0��#�!�$���$��
3�&$�-"�$��&�1�09�0��0&4-1�1�&4"��
�0��4""<�0�9��:���13&0�
�"�
data and the current political climate to estimate when, where and in what form 

º��@�#&0����3��"���
&$1���0�3�&$�&� �14
����
3&01��1�-0&9������$�U$3�0$�3�&$�"�UKM@�1�S4����&$�R�
3&01�
&� �M"�
3�&$ª0�"�3���r�&"�$
��M;3�0$�"�3&�M"�
3&0�"�g0&
�11�1��µ³´¶���



15

-0&�"�#1�#�<�&

40��40�$��3����"�
3&0�"�
<
"���l��1��$
"4��1�0�9��:�$��:��3�
has happened in previous elections and any patterns of  violence that may have 
�#�0�����`�1�09�01�1�&4"���$�"<?����
���1-�
3�&� �3����$3�0���"�
3&0�"�
<
"��3&�
��3�0#�$��-&3�$3��"�0�1!���
3&01��$����1�-&�$31���$
"4��$���3���"���"��0�#�:&0!��
9&3�0�0���130�3�&$���"�
3�&$�
&##�11�&$��&0#�3�&$��30��$�$���$��-0�-�0�3�&$1��

�$����3���$��-�03<�0���130�3�&$���"�
3�&$�
�#-���$��#������$9�0&$#�$3��9&3�0�
��4
�3�&$��9&3�$���$��
&4$3�$��-0&
�11�1��0�14"31�3��4"�3�&$��$���$$&4$
�#�$3��
�$��"���"��$�&0
�#�$3��$����1-43��0�1&"43�&$��S0&4-1�1�&4"��3�!���$3&��

&4$3�3���
�"�
3&0�"�1<13�#��1�:�""��k&#���"�
3&0�"�1<13�#1�
0��3���0��3�0�13�!�1�3��$�&3��01�
&0�-"�
���#-��1�1�&$���ê�0�$3��1-�
31�&� �3����"�
3&0�"�-0&
�11��R&0��$13�$
���-�03<�
0���130�3�&$�#�<����#&0��
&$3�$3�&41��$���#4"3�ª-�03<�-0&-&03�&$�"�0�-0�1�$3�3�&$�
1<13�#��:��"��3���
�#-���$�-�0�&��#�<����#&0��94"$�0��"���$���
�$����3�ª

�$3�0����013ª-�13ª3��ª-&13�1<13�#�»  More details on electoral violence triggers 
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Fortunately, there are almost always ways to consult with respected experts and 
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violence (early warning signs) that should be monitored? What types of 
electoral violence incidents should be monitored? 
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5. Are there any geographic areas that are considered “hot spots” and may 
be more susceptible to violence? 
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6. What should the deployment strategy for violence monitors be? 
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Powerful Interests and 
State-Sponsored Violence 
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Illustrative early warning sign indicators

FIGURE 1.1

Root Causes of Electoral Violence
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Triggers of Electoral Violence
FIGURE 1.2
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VIOLENT ACTS AND INCIDENTS 
Effects of the root causes plus triggers

Incidents of Electoral Violence
FIGURE 1.3



R&0���
���1�g�!�13�$�1��"�
3�&$1�
have been undermined by a range of  
electoral violence and broader political 
9�&"�$
���l&���"-�#�3���3���$��0��1��
awareness of  the causes of  electoral 
violence, the citizen observer coalition 
l0413��&0�K�#&
0�3�
�M�4
�3�&$��$��
@

&4$3���"�3<ªR0����$��R��0�M"�
3�&$�
^�3:&0!��lKM@ªR@RM^����1�
�00����
out extensive electoral violence 
#&$�3&0�$���ê&031��&0�#&0��3��$��9��
<��01���$
"4��$��3���µ³³»���$�0�"�
�"�
3�&$1��H�1���&$�3��1��;-�0��$
���
�&0�3���µ³´¶���$�0�"��"�
3�&$1�lKM@ª
R@RM^�
&$�4
3���"&$�ª��$��1�&03ª
term observation focused on electoral 
9�&"�$
���R&0�-0�ª��$��-&13ª�"�
3�&$�
#&$�3&0�$���lKM@ªR@RM^�30��$���
�$����-"&<���¶¹¼�\l`1�
&9�0�$����
��
��130�
3��$��
&$13�34�$
<��`$��"�
3�&$�
day, the coalition mobilized more than 
·¶�³³³�1�&03ª3�0#�&�1�09�01��lKM@ª
R@RM^�
&#-"�#�$3����31�&�1�09�0�
data by monitoring media reports of  

�"�
3&0�"�9�&"�$
���
0&11�´³�$�3�&$�"��$��
-0&9�$
��"�$�:1-�-�01��@""��$
���$31�
were reported using standardized 
�&0#1��1���1�#-"���$
���$3��&0#��$�
@$$�;�U���$���$3�0����$3&��$�&$"�$��
��3���1���s�3��3��1�"�0����#&4$3�&� �
��3���lKM@ªR@RM^�:�1���"��3&�-0&9����
3���-4�"�
�:�3���$ª��-3���$�"<1�1�
of  electoral violence, including by 
geographic area, types and tactics of  
violence, triggers of  violence, and 
3���-�03<��Þ"��3�&$�&� �9�
3�#1��$��
-�0-�30�3&01��l����0&4-�41���3��1�
analysis to publicize detailed, targeted 
recommendations of  reforms and 
measures to mitigate future violence 
�$���#-0&9���"�
3&0�"��$3��0�3<��K4��
�$�-�03�3&�3���3�0�"�11��ê&031�&� �
�9�"�
1&
��3<��0&4-1�14
���1�lKM@ªR@RM^��
�$�µ³´¶�g�!�13�$��;-�0��$
����31��013�
peaceful transition of  power from one 
civilian government to the next in the 

&4$30<�1�¹¹ª<��0���13&0<�

EXAMPLE

Monitoring Electoral Violence in 
Pakistan





28

DATA COLLECTION AND VERIFICATION

Data Sources
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Maintaining incident records in a computerized database allows observer groups 
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Monitoring and Reporting Early Warning Signs 

vs. Incidents of Violence
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RELEASING INFORMATION
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increase potentials for reform, citizen monitors should release periodic statements 
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Groups may also consider creating graphs, maps or other forms of  data 
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organizations may want to be more strategic about information gathered on early 
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data should be utilized internally for planning purposes and, more importantly, 
shared with the appropriate local and/or international actors to inform their work 
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