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STATEMENT OF THE SECOND NDI/CARTER CENTBR

PRF-ELECTION DELEGATION TO TIIE PALESTIMAN ELECTIONS

An intemational delegation organized jointly by the National Democratic Institute for lnternational

Affairs (NDI) and the Carter Center has concluded a second pre+lection mission to review the Palestinian

electoral process in the lVæt Bank, Gaza Sffip and East Jerusalem. After an intense week of observation

and analyìis, the delegation is encouraged by the emerging focus of the political discussion on democratic

procedures that has occurred in recent days among groups across the political spectrum. Despite a

iubstantially compressed timetable, the registration process seerns to have gone rather well, and the

prospects for an election without violence or disruption have improved over the last month. The peace

proi.rs has permitted elections; in turn, it now appears that free elections could strengthen the peace

process.

The delegation includes Ambassador Harry Barnes and Dr. Robert Pastor from The Carter

Center; Dr. Alex Grigorievs, former member of the Latvian Parliament; Dr. Mohamed Guessous, leader

of the Socialist Union of Popular Forces in Morocco; and Thomas O. Melia, Senior Associate at NDI.

The delegation held meetings with Yassir Arafat and offîcials of the Palestinian Authority (PA); leaders

of virnrally all political parties and groups;journalists and human rights activists; civic leaders, domestic

observers, candidates and election officials; and Israelis.

Throughout the pre-election period, NDI and Carter Center representatives based in the West

Bank and Gaza ,Strip will continue to monitor preparations for the elections, voter and candidate

registration, the campaign, political environment, media coverage of the elections, the role of security

foices and voter educ¿tion efforts. At the time of the elections, NDI and The Carter Center will organize

a multinational delegation of election and regional experts, elected officials, and political party leaders,

led by former U.S. President Jirnmy Carter.

The delegation \ryas encouraged to hear Palestinian leaders, including those from Islamist groups,

describe the elections æ the bæis of political legitimacy and the key to long term stability. These leaders

told us that they want the elections to proceed without disruption or violence, whether they eventually

choose to participate or not. Chairman Arafat is presently engaged in a dialogue with Islamist critics of

the pA anã ttre Olso accords that we hope will lead to their participation in the elections. We hope this

dialogue may be expanded to other groups so as to integrate all Palestinians into a peaceful political

process.

All political groups with whom the delegation spoke welcomed the presence of international

observers as an essential element of these elections. This represents their recognition of the importance
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the final timetable in order to provide tra¡ìsparency and predictability in the closing month of the electoral

process.

Based on experiences in other countries, we anticipate that fears of multiple voting by some could

emerge as the elecrion day approaches. We therefore suggest that the new CEC consider at this time two

widely-used techniques to enhance public confidence in the integrity of the process: indelible ink and

signing the registration list by each voter.

We have been impressed by the cooperation between Palestinian and Israeli authorities thus far

on virtually all issues related to the electoral process. The decision by Israel to expedite redeployment

is one measure of this cooperation, as was the smooth procedure for reviewing the electoral list. The

fulfillment of all commitments undertaken in the Interim Accords, including the release by Israel of
palestinian prisoners, as agreed, will bolster confidence in the process. Israel should facilitate travel

between the \ilest Bank and Gaz-a for Palestinian election officials, who have been hindered on occasion

in their work. Both parties also need to give greater attention to the need for easier access and mobility
for other Palestinians traveling between the rWest Bank and Gaza for election-related purposes, such as

journalism, civic education, political party development, domestic monitoring, and international

observation.

This election must be understood in is historic context. After many decades of conflict,
Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem have their first opporrunity to choose their

leaders in a general election. It is clear to us that no one is fully satisfied with the Oslo Accords. Both

Israelis and Palestinians have had to make painful and difficult compromises to reach this point. But æ

the process of selfdetermination envisaged in the Accords acquires more substance for the Palestinians,

more and more of them are coming to rely on democracy as the best mechanism for addressing their
concerns. New political parties and coalitions are taking shape; candidates are coming forward; people

are beginning to debate their future in a framework of peace and pride. Even while the graffiti of the

recent past is so evident, a new language of democratic discourse is emerging and gradually re-shaping

the political landscape.

We are worried about the chilling effect that the actions of securiry services are having on

Palestinian democratic development. Nonetheless, of all that we witnessed, what impresses us the most

is the determination of the overwhelming majority of the Palestinian people to secure their rights and

establish a peaceful political culture that could serve as a basis for a democratic society.
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